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10 HIS 


Excellency | the Lord = C. 


E I'S f! 


THE 


' LORD DEPUTY oF IRELAND. 


e it ' pleaſe your be, 


= T reaſon why I ſuffer this diſcourſe to go 
Y abroad, and not ſome others (though urged 
by friends, yea, commanded thereto by your Ex- 
cellency, and the Council) is partly io beg par- 9 
don for that diſobedience, partly to evidence, | 
that it was no defect in my will, but in my notes, 
and manner of writing, that hindered me from 
paying that obſervance, which now I yield: but 
eſpecially, becauſe the Spirit of God, (for mine 
own, or a worſe, neither could, or would ever 
have gone: any ſuch good office for me; I ſay; 
therefore, undoubtedly, the Spirit of God ;) by _ 
a and the like injections and intimations, 
3 142 helping 
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| 8 me to plead and preſs chewy, wu to hold 
them up before the Lord, and to ſpread them 
before him, as Hezekhah id the letter, hath 
many a time ſuſtained and cheared mine own 
heane, andrſo nee the face of that earth, A- 
ter much winter-weather, after many trials, 
troubles, and tremblings: for when God ſpeaks 
where are the lips that wifl not quiver at his 
voice ? Into whoſe bones will not rottenneſs 
enter f. And, happy they, and they only, who 
now Trettbte in themfelves, that they may reſt in 
the day of trouble, 


This (not to mention any other ground) gives [ 


S 


me ſome ſmall zlimmering of hope“, that the 
fame pmwerſul Spiti tuin be pleaſed alſo, further 
0 to manage and improve abe ſame medium, to the 
relief and ale antape of uthem : and (L can ſay 
it) it is u ſoſul tas aud ſerricc hat dae p 
a in e ese heine, us. 190 0/6 T663 101 05 \ 
' -Amonglhbll:the helps to Amden bes Them 
ſeen { L mean hes % entitled, commonly con- 
taining ſom (arms e prayers) I temember not 
aa chiag gat all of kin zochis ndecraking; which. 
. teods wonbelpchelgiſs, nat taiſtiat the ſpirit of 
prayer, andconly yea fam ſticks cine 
ok (bod 10 Auge gf; qlbazdoobny ggr0t 
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b 
pbinting to the woot! where more may be had) 
which, by his own dreath, de may be pleaſed to 
kindle; © c 
Whatever ſtrangers, either in place or affec- 
tion, may imagine, I know your Excellency to 


be a pleader, and, I hope, a prevailer with God 


daily, 
I therefore offer this poor eſſay unto you, not 


ſo much by way of aſſiſtance, as of acknowledg- 


ment, that under God, you have been, and are 
the inſtrumental cauſe of my enjoying a fulneſs 
of opportunities, of doing ſome ſervice in my ge- 
neration ; the value whereof I defire daily to 
renew upon my heart, above all the things 
that this world can afford, or brittle mortality 


enjoy. 


As it hath been your Lordſhip's mercy, that 
hitherto you have had help from on high, to 


know and love the Lord, his name and image, 


wherever you diſcern it, and to walk accepta- 


bly with your God, and uſefully to his people, 
for which you have your record on high, your 
witneſs amongſt men, and in your own boſom : 
ſo it is now become your obligation, and-only 


- Intereſt, till to be found in the fame ways of 


righteouſneſs; wherein that you may perſevere 
unto | the 298 and that your path may be, as the 
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rr 


[+ vi þ 
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ſhining light, which ſhineth out more and more 
unto the perfect day ! That you, your moſt 
precious conſort, and hopeful children, may 
prove an ineſtimable_blefling in this world, and 
eternally bleſſed i in that to , is, and | hall be 
the daily prayer of, 
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TOPICA SAO RA. 


SPIRITUAL LOGIC. 


| Jos xxiil. 3 4. 

O that I knew where I might find him, that I might | 

come even to his ſeat! I would order my Cauſe be- 
fore 1 and, fil 1 N wh EW | 


 OLY JOB, poor now, even to a pro- 
verb, and miſerable to a prodigy, per- 


ceiving his friends diſcourſes were fuller of re- 
proaches than conſolations, neglects to anſwer 
them, and reſolves to get him to God, the only 
| ſupport and refuge of the miſerable, 7 
And thus he entertains himſelf in the ſecond 
phy: * n after all that hath been ſaid, 


B aſpe ©. 
. * 


__ 


or Sn 
izaſperatio g guerelæ mes“, the bitterneſs of my 


complaint is rather increaſed than allayed ; 


4 
0 


wherefore no wonder my mouth is always open 


to breathe out complaints; and the more | com- 
plain, the more I ſuffer from you, (ſo fome) or 
rather from God himſelf f, whoſe hand I ac- 
knowledge in all theſe ſtrokes ; and let me com- 
plaia as long as I will, my tongue is not ſo elo- 
quent in complaining as his hand is heavy that 
ſtrikes. me; © my ſtroke is heavier _—_ | 
groaning.” 

And yet for all this, verſe 3, he fighs after a 
treaty, after a nearer acceſs and approach unto 


him that ſmites him : he quits his ſeeming friends 
to make after his ſeeming enemy, and is willing 


to make this er his judge, and to refer all : 
to him. | 

And chen, verſe As "as thinks WD bimſelf 
how he would manage his matters, how he 
would beftir himſelf, and not loſe his cauſe for 
want of pleading, could he but get a day of 


besring; I would order my cauſe before him, 


1 


and l * mouth with ns. * b 


. Drofivs i in loc, 8 Me D670 
at Grot: in ler. quo magis duet: eo 2 vabis 
magis 9 3 A : 8 
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Some think he Wiſhes for a guide, a friend to 
help him to ſuch an opportunity. Quit det 10. 
fem (faith Druſius). Quis mihi tribuat ut cognoſcam = 
(faith the Vulgar), Quis dabit ſcirem (ſaith Mon- 
tanus). Quis oft qui paſſit facere ut valeam acce- 
dere (ſaith the Syriac). He would fain find an 
angel to conduct him to the Throne of God 
(ſaith Senault) ; or rather the Angel of the Co- 
venant to afford him that @oowynyn®, that ma- 
nuduction, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, as the 
known privilege of all believers, who thro” him 
* have an acceſs by one ſpirit-unto the father,” 
Eph. ii. 18. 

But not to darken the words inſtead of ex- 
plaining- them, by giving the various readings 
and opinions of interpreters, I will draw out 
ſome obſervations, and haſten to that I defire to 
inſiſt on. 

Obſerv. 1. The ſoreſt frokes cannat drive 
away good ſouls*from God, but rather draw 
them nearer to him: My ftroke is heavier than 
groaning ;” yet, “ O that I knew where I my | 
find him!“ | 

2. God himſelf, even for his own ſake, is OE: 
great object of a Saint's ſeekings. O that I 


In his paraphraſe upon the place. 


B 2 . knew _ 


4.5 1 


knew where ! might find him!“ not this or that | 


to be gotten by him. 
3. Precious ſouls that have a large intereſt in 


5 God, are ſometimes at a loſs, as to his ſweet and 
ſenſible preſence : the great God hath his un- 


known retieats, whether his beſt friends cannot 
follow him. So verſe 8, 9 ; Bchold, I go for- 
ward, but he is not there; and backward, but J 
cannot perceive him; on the leſt hand, where 
he doth work, but I cannot behold bim; he 
hideth himſelf onwhe right hand that I cannot 


| ſee him.” 80 holy David, Pal. Ixiii. 1. O 
|, God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee.” 


You ſee his intereſt is clear, he can ſay, Thou 


art my God, and yet he had bur little enjoyment 


of him; his ſoul thirſteth, longeth, followeth 


hard after him, ver. 8. Such another ſigh ye 
have, Pſal. ci. 2. O when wilt thow come 


unto me? Do not conclude ye have no intereſt, 


becauſe ye have little enjoyment; z no e be- 
cauſe ye want viſion. 


4. A gracious heart ſeldom or never thinks 


_ itſelf near enough unto God, its ſun and ſhield 
and center: O that I knew where I might find 
- him, that I might come even to his ſeat! 


5- God's judgment ſeat, where he fits to hear | 


| and determine cauſes, is not terrible, or unap- 


IK. . 


\ proachable 


* 


C& 


proachable to a believer, who knows. it to be a 
Throne of Mercy, as Job here did; for, ſays 
he, ver. 6, How would he uſe me if he had me 
there? Would he overwhelm me with his great- 
neſs? Will he plead againſt me with his abſolute 
power? No, but he would put firength in me. 
Happy are all that can ſay fo, for we muſt all 
appear there, 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. and it will be 
terrible to all thoſe that do not often reſort thi- 
ther beforehand. 


6. A poor afflicted creature oſten thinks he 


hath a great deal to ſay unto God, if he could N 
but get an hearing; he thinks how he would 
order and argue out the matter; what a ſtory he 
would tell him, if he could but get his ear, gain 
acceſs and audience from him, 

7. Tis good to have our hearts and mouths 
filled with arguments when we come to plead 
and expoſtulate, and reaſon out our * con- 
cernments with our God. | 
This is the point I pitch on, to expel 051 

ſpirit of llumber which hath ſo much weakened 
the ſpirit of prayer in our days, that compara- 
tively they are but little enriched by it, who 
trade to Heaven with it, where God hath all 
$299 things lying ready by-him, and waiting 

only. for prayer to come and fetch them away. 


„ When 


| . e 
When Chriſt himſelf would give us a perſect 
pattern of prayer, both for matter and manner, 
he winds and wraps up all with a conclufion, 
Mat. vi. 13. conſiſting of certain reaſons to per- 
ſuade God to hear our prayers, or at leaſt to per- 
ſuade and aſſure ourſelves, that he doth and will 
Hear them: the reaſons have an influence into 
all and every one of the petitions; * Thine is 
the kingdom ;” and therefore we expect, that as a 
good king, thou ſhouldſt receive and anſwer our 
petitions“ ; it is thy concernment as a king to 
have thine honour advanced, therefore hallow 
thine own name, glotify it in the church, let 
thy kingdom come to it, advance thy will in it, 
ſuſtain us thy ſubjeQs, pardon our e keep and 
defend us from evils. | 
| $o, © Thine is the power,” which kings often- 
times want 1; but thoy art able to exalt thine 
- own name, to extend thy kingdom over all, to fit 
us to do thy will, to miniſter to our neceſſities, 
to pardon our ſins, to preſerve us from all evils. 
And thine is the glory.“ The hallowing of 
thy name is the chief part of thy glory; thy 
8 - 825 pre place of Wy glory ; ; herein 


pf. 72. 1 — 15. | 11 Kings 
6. W 


E313 


art thou glorified, when we obey thy will, when 
thou provideſt for thy people, forgiveſt their ſins, 
preſerveſt and delivereſt them from their enemies; 
therefore do thou all theſe things for us; there- 
fore do we truſt and hope that thou wilt do all 
theſe things for us, | 
Thus our bleſſed Saviour doth direct us; 
and thus the bleſſed Saints have practiſed in all 
ages, 13 2 
When the people of Iſrael had made the mol- 
ten calf, and committed idolatry with it, and 
God was about to deſtroy them for it, ſee how 
Moſes, in his prayer for them, lays hold on the 
avenging hand of God, and ſtays it by reaſon- 
ing and arguing, from the diſhonour that would 
redound unto God if he ſhould deſtroy them; 
and from the covenant that he had made with 
their fathers, Exod. xxxii. 11, 12, 13, &c. ** And 
Moſes. beſought the Lord his God, and aid, 
Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot againſt thy 
people, which thou haſt brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? (Thou art now. greatly engaged 
in the buſineſs) the Egyptians will ſlander thy 
gracious intentions,, and ſay it was for miſchief, 
with a purpoſe to ſlay and conſume: them. Re- 
member Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, thy ſer- 
| B 4 vants, 


(8 1 


vants, to whom thou ſweareſt by thine own ſelf, 
that thou wouldit deal otherwiſe with their poſ- 


_ . . terity ;“ and ſee how he prevails, ver. 14.“ The 


Lord repented of the evil which he thought to 
do unto his people.“ So when he would have 
| deſtroyed them for murmuring, Moſes interpoſ- 


ee.th again for a pardon, and fills: his mouth with 


arguments, Numb. xiv. 13, &c. * The Egypti- 
ans will hear it, and they will tell tories of 
_ thee to the inhabitants of this land, and they | 
will flander; thy power, and ſay, becauſe thou 
wert not able to carry them any further, thou 
dlidſt rid thy hands of them in the wilderneſs: 
Now, therefore, I beſeech thee, ſhe what thou 

canſt do, put forth the greatneſs of thy power in 
{ pardoning, as thou haſt ſpoken of thyſelf, and as 
thou haſt practiſed hitherto in en this 
people from Egypt, even until now.” . And ſee 
ho he carries it again, ver. 20. The Lord ſaid, 
' #6 have pardoned according to thy word.“ 
5 80 Abraham, before him, Gen. 18. 23, 24, 
405 $4. Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the righteous 


wich the wicked? That be far from thee. to 


do; after this manner to flay the righteous 
with the wicked, and that the righteous ſhould 
be as the wicked; that be far from thee; ſhall 
hof the Judge of gl} che Earth do right ?“ And 
e 48 | vo 


\ 


\ 


OP 


you know how he ſhrunk up and narrowed the 
number, till he thought he had got within the 
yerge of Lot's family, and expected that ſhould 


 affoid ſo many righteous perſons as he named; 


but he was out in his charitable conjectute, 
otherwiſe he had not failed in what he pleaded 
for. He gained ground at every advance, and 
God yielded till Abraham thought he had enough, 8 
and ſo preſſed him no further. 
Thus Joſhua, when the people were ſmitten 
at Ai, Joſh. vii, 7, 8, 9. © Alas, O Lord God, 


ſays he, wherefore haſt thou brought us at all 


over Jordan?“ Or was it our ambition and co- 
vetouſneſs that brought us over? Would to 


God we had been content and dwelt on the 
other ſide Jordan, O Lord God, What ſhall I 


fay when Iſrael, that uſed to be victorious, turn» - 
eth their backs before their enemies! and now 
they will all hear of it, and environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the earth; and if 
that were the worſt, it were no great matter; 
but what wilt thou do unto thy great name? 
that will hardly ſwim if ours ſink, they are ſo 
twiſted together, ſo embarked in the ſame bot- 
tom; and though ours be vile, that is precious; 
though ours deſerve to rot, what hath that de- 
ſetved and think what * art about to do to 
thy 
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thy great name. Thus Hezekiah in his ſickneſs, 
Iſa. xxxviii. 2, 3. Remember now, O Lord, 


I beſcech thee, how I have walked before thee in 
truth;” I have had an honeft heart towards thee, 
thou knoweſt it; and muſt I now be cut off un- 
timely, when all things are ſo unſettled ? Now 
or never is the time for thee to give teſtimony to 


my ſincerity; and you know he had a reprieve 


an brought him. | a 
Thus he argues in his diſtreſs, becauſe of Se- 


ebe 2 Kings xix 15, &c. They have 


indeed made work with the gods of the nations, 


and caſt them into the fire, becauſe they were no 


gods; but now that they come to meddle with 


thee and thy people, let them find it too hot for 

them, ind © let all the kingdoms of the earth 
uno that ion: art the Lord God, even thou | 
only.“ 


Thus Aſa, been xiv. 11. O en our 


5 God, we reſt on thee, thou art our God, let not 


man prevail againſt thee. 


0 Tbus Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. 20. 6, 1 


Thus Daniel, ch. ix. to the 200th ver. &c. © 
Thus Amos, chap. 7. ver. 2, 3, 5, 6. 
ö er the Apoſtles, Acts 4. ver. 24 to 31. 
Not that God ſtands in need of our wee 
bim S our neceſſities, which he — 


better 


1 


better than we; but becauſe hereby we give 
ſome proof that we are not altogether ſtrangers 
at home, as many careleſs ones are, but know 

ſomething of ourſelves, and our own cafes, and 
of him and his dealings towards us; but I will 
give no other grounds for the point, than thoſe 
of Job's reſolution for this practice; and they 
are theſe: 

1. Upon earneſt arguing God will undoubt- 
edly anſwer ſome way or other; that is implied, 
v. 5. I would know the words that he would 
anſwer me, and underſtand what he would ſay 
unto me.” An anſwer I may be fure of when [I 
fill my mouth with arguments; he will not fit 
ſtill and ſay nothing ; he will not fit like an 
image, like a dumb idol, as the abominations of 
the Heathens, their Dis Stercorei, their dunghill ® 
gods, as they are called, Deut. xxix. 17. muſt of 
neceſſity do; they can do no otherwiſe, 'tho' men 
fill their mouths with arguments, and empty 
their veins of their blood before * 1 Kings 
xviii. 28. 

No, ſays Job, he will eadeudibliy! anſwer, 
could I but have my fill of pleading z and I might 


gueſs at his deſigns by his anſwers, which are 


* Tremel, 


T7. 


now too wonderful for me; I might underſtand 
what meaneth the heat of this great burning, 
and wherefore he contendeth with me, and 
What he means and intends towards his poor 
- Creature, 
Arguments then in prayer are not likely to g0 
unanſwered, and praying ſouls find it ſo. 
Sometimes he anſwers glorioully from his ſe- 
eret place of thunder, yet not in thunder, but in 
lightning, - in ſome glorious irradiation, in ſome 
precious melting promiſe, borne in upon the heart 
with a ſtrong hand, and there engraven in inde- ö 
lible characters by an irreſiſtible power, whereof 
© gracious ſouls. in our days have had abundant 
| experience. 15 $ | 
Sometimes he anſwers in ſome ſecret 8 
only, as Hannah after her arguing and pouring 
forth her ſorrowful ſoul into his boſom, when ſhe 
had left her petition in his hand, or but laid it 


don at his feet; though ſhe. had no other Fiat 


than what was written on her heart by an invi- 
ſible \finger, yet ſhe went her way well paid, 
and fell ro her meat, and her countenance was. 
no more fad, 1 Sam. i, 18. ; 

And ſurely one or the other of theſe nds 6 
David cloſe up ſo many pſalms with praiſes and 
e which he had begun with tears and 

| mourning z 
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mourning ; an obvious obſervation and clear eri- 


dence, that even whilſt he was on his knees be- 
fore the Lord, the wind came about and blew 
upon him out of a warm corner, and made all 
his ſpices flow. ? 
Sometimes God anſwers in ſome providential 
diſpenſations, which both gratify us for the pre- 


ſent, and might inſtruct us for the future; for 
many, very many providences are prophetical, 


and do foreſhew things to come; but the lan- 
guage of prophecies is for the moſt part obſcure, 
and we ſeldom underſtand it till God interpret 
it in the accompliſhment ; an inſtaace whereof 
we have in Acts vii. 25. Moſes his defending 
the Iſraelite, and avenging bim that was oppreſ- 
ſed, and ſmiting the Egyptian, had a further 
reach and- drift and ſcope in it, than barely that 
preſent vindication ;/** for he ſuppoſed his bre- 
thren would have underſtood how that God by 


his hand would deliver them, but they under- | 
ſtood not.“ No more do we many times the full 


extent and import of a diſpenſation which 
echoes to prayer ; yet for the moſt part we pick 
ſomething out of it to ſtay the ſtomach, and to 
afford ſupport, if not ſatisfaQion, FX 
Plead then, and fill your mouths with argu» 


ments; for whenever you do ſo, beyond all per- | 


adventure God will anſwer, 2dly, 


| 11 

adly, There is no fear that he will interpret 
thi ſaucineſs and preſumption in thee, and ſa 
anſwer thee with his fiſts about thine ears, or 
with his foot to kick thee out of his preſence ; 
there is no fear that he will ſmother thee under 
the weight of his greatneſs, or dazzle thee with 
his beams, or burn thee with his flames, or drive 
thee from the judgment ſeat, as Gallio did the 
Jews, Acts xviii. 16. No, he never beats bis 
people lower than their knees, and thence ſuffers 
them, yea, helps them to riſe again; nay, he will 
lay his hand upon thy head, yea, under thy feet 
to do the good; he will ſtroke rather than ſtrike 
a pleading ſoul ; he will ſtrengthen thee, and 
put mettle into ail this is Job's conſideration 
in the ſixth verſe. Will he plead againſt me 
with his great and abſolute power, by which be 
may do what he, pleaſeth with his poor crea» 
tures? Will he ſerve me fo ? No, but he would 

put ſteepgth in me,, chus he dealt with Daniel, 

1 10. 19. 
Z3aly. There ** rigs may. plead * diſ- 
onde with him, even at the bar of equity and 
juſlice, yea and the judge cannot but pronounce 
and paſs ſentence in their favour; that is his en- 


couragement, v. 7. ** There the righteous, may 


plead with him, and ſo ſhall I be delivered for 


ever. 


Wy ths 
ever from my Judge;” never more dread him as 
a Judge, but ſo. as withal to love him, and live ; 


With him as a Father. 


N 2 252 ad fbregum gratiaes Beez. 


There righteous Jeremy pleads with him, 
Jer. xii, 1, &c. © Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
when | plead with thee” (there's no queſtion to 
be made of that, that admits of no diſpute,)} 
« yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments.” - 

There he invites his people to come and plead 
freely, Iſa. xliii. 26. Putmeinremembrance,let 
us-plead together, declare thou, that thou may*ſt 
be juſtified;” if thou haſt any thing to ſay for 
thyſelf, ſay on. 

. Nay, even idolaters ſhall have this fair play, 
_ permiſſion to plead for themſelves, and for their 
dumb idols too, if they have any thing to ſay 
for them, Iſa. 41. 21. ** Produce your cauſe, faith 
the Lord, bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, ſaith 
the King of Jacob.” Have idolatets this liberty 
and not the true worſhippers that worſhip in ſpi- 
rit and truth? The wicked, ſhall they have it, 
and not the ER Yes, doubtleſs, this is 
that Tappnoie © „ (tranſlated boldneſs of ſpeech, - 

2 Cor. vii. 4.) mentioned as the great priviledge 
of the ines, ;ipecially now under the New 


* Eph. 3. 12. Heb. 4. 16. Accedamus cum loquen« 
Teſta- 


* — 
* 
Pr." * 
— 
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Teſtament, Heb. X. 19, &c. Norris o Txpproiey 

nu Ty» tee, © having therefore boldneſs to enter 
N into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus,“ (a right 
and freedom to enter in our perſons hereafter, 


. | and now by our prayers) * let us draw near with 


a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith,” ?“ 
Object. 1. But may ſome ſay, There the 

righteous indeed may plead with him, and not 

to be caſt in their ſuit; but where are thoſe 


2 righteous ones, and who are they ? for it is not : 


ſo with me: God be merciful to me a grievous 
| inner; 44 dare not be ſo bold with him;  Iniqui= 

ty muſt ſtop her mouth. 1 

I anſwer, Every one that hath a ſhare in, yea, 
2 a fincere, deſire after the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


7 


teouſneſs plead. and prevail, and as a prince, 


ment: The righteouſneſs which is of God by 


| - . Fin, Pbil. iii. 8, 9. A righteouſneſs ſpun and 


woven out. of his own bowels, and the obedience 
of his dear Son z à better thay ever-game upon 


the back of angels, for which tlie pei ſonal and F 


legal righteouſneſs:of:2 Paul, of an angel, is to 
be abandoned; evangelical beiog far bettet chan 
 angelical ghouls &' is laid, "when, Pil 


* — 
. 


have power with Gad for this is his own righ- 
teouſneſs, of his on contriyvance and appoint- 


is righteous, befare him, and may in that righs 5 


— 
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appeared in Chrife's s garment which he bad got 
from the ſoldiers, Cteſar could never be angry 
with him; it is certain thou canft not miſs a 
bleſſing in his garments, who is not aſhamed to 
be called thine elder brother, who came to 


change cloaths and places with thee, and to tabe 


all upon himſelf, that thou mightſt eſcape. The 
father cannot but be well pleaſed with the ſmell 
of his ſon's raiment ; and he ſits, too, upon a 


ſeat of judgment, and muſt do thee right; and 
juſtice itſelf (which will not be twice paid) is as . 


much for thee, as much thy friend as mercy, 
Rom. iii. 26. He is juſt, and yet (nay therefore) 
2 juſtifier of him that” believeth on Felis. So that 

if thou art not utterly. ſhut up in unbelief, if 
there be but the leaſt ſpark of true faith alive 
in thy heart, thou may'ſt plead and proſper. 
Object. 2. But I have nothing to ſay for = 
ſelf'; my heart is dried up like à potſherd, and 


withered like graſs, I have ſinned away all ar- | 


guments, and muſt 'hever open my mouth any 
more before him. 
Anſw. 1. True, not to de-, but to. plead 
thou may ſt. 
And haſt thou nothing to offer ? not a fig ? 
; not the groanings of thy foul?” This was Job's 
1 ver a2. My ſtroke is heavier than my 
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groaning.”” O that I knew,where I might find him ! 
Where the heart is full as Job's was (you may 
perceĩue it by his ſighing) the mouth will not be 


empty: a full heart will fill the mouth ſome 
way or other: if the heart be full of affection, 


the mouth will be full of arguments: they de- 
;ecive. their own ſouls who ſay their hearts are 
as good as the beſt (they thank God) though 
they make no ſhew, when neither God nor 
man can hear aught that's good come from them, 
Pſal. xxxvii. 30. The mouth of the righ- 


teous ſpeaketh wiſdom, and his tongue talketh 


of judgment; why. ſo? ver. 31. The law 
of his God is in his heart; that ſets his tongue 
a going the right way; and on the contrary, 
ſome men's ſtinking breath bewrays their inward 
parts to be very rottenneſs; they have not ſo 
much ſweet breath as to make a ſigh of; if the 


want ef words were all, it were a ſmall matter; 


that inarticulate language of ſighs: and groans 
is powerful rhetoric : Let the ſighing of the 
priſoners come before thee” (faith David, Pal. 

Ixxix. 11.) According to the greatneſs of thy 
power preſerve thou them that are appointed to 


die: and for the oppreſſion of the poor, and for 
the ſighing of the needy, now will I ariſe, (ſaith 


the Lond, himſelf; Pſal. xii. "oy L. will im | 
in 
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in ſafety from bim that puſfeth at hi n. We 
own help from the ſpirit, When We are 1 . 


0 19D aun „ati Of — 
Paul f faith, he helps us, even w en we are ſtraite 


ed; © likewiſe 'the ſpirit al 0 helpeth our'ifit- 
mitjes; ; for ye. know'not what we mould p1 pr 
for ras we ought ; : (no, not Paul and the elle 
ut th e rit . maketh "interceſſion. for us 
K groaning 5 w ich <anndt be uttered Rom: 
9 5 27 Sock Data (iter ble fre 
eningl; '6Ut enfürßteflekte ag be bift eg we 
ings or the gifts of the fpirlt5 BUY” our TAWHA 
pigehings and contgtatide 1h bee e interteſ. 
fie of the thi Fit ſet" he Kore {dhe oh 


Fu of hE'Spit! ie” "And" we forget th at els 
5s is Tuch a D \romprer r BehinC'} * Tv ſo 155 
an 1 Las bis fit es ' ig afar "as fel 
comfort6r; yea, thexefd 8 5 Fon og EY: 
xpreter) * old toe vn tt ne. df 6 
dang us, and urs to 0 Ow > 2& "i e'berra 8 
he fectets UH Got? 50 the "ih 158 EN ps "Up 
their abe WR Cod" neat iy Sig al 
Wrong! eiter in tn one bor other FARE NH is he 
be ls het Mön de og dien en windy 
words, bur weigh Feilen n, wen 2008 
u Alsock ett to” 1097. aw zu: : non, 
. eib 26. Nu. Htg bell wohis 20 bor. Vis 
Cameron, ad Mat, xix. 3. F 
«79 W. 
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Hat — nothing to complain of to thy 
Judge ? no ſin, no devil, no diabolical tempta- 
tions, no ſuperdiabolical corruptions, no ſpiri- 
tual plunderers, no Egyptian taſk-maſters, no 
cruel. bondage that makes thy life bitter to thee ? 
no enemy coming in as a flood to oppreſs and 
do thee wrong! no iron yoke that galls, thy 
ſhoulders ? no violence and ſpoil to cry out and 


$ wa =” 


own cafe z thou! baſt got ordered thy cauſe a a- 
right, if this. fountain fail thee. OE 

But will this de admitted ? may the poor r foul 
fay, All complaints, are troubleſome, EN can- 
| bot endure the. 133 nfwer,, God will, Out 
- 1 the abundance. 01 
$171 


my complaint . and grief 
| ſpoken hitherto,” ſays Hannah, 1 Ham. 


3 oF 
| 12 to the —— drawn up againſt him by nis 
friends ; but here he is Plaintiff alſo; could I 


come near the bar, (fays | he). I would make my 
moan : the whole court of heaven ſhould ring 


ty and be nate Hubs he.. 


„i * 1 nr 


cem | Mont, Lite, g/. 


| « 


know how ſhe ſped, 
op hag Lee rendered arguments, 1 find by 
« os interpreters, rendered redargutionibur, 
ations lob in ſome caſes. is Defendant, 


But 
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But we are well enough with our Engliſh 
tranſlation of the word, and it is warranted by 
the beſt critics * ; the word ſignifying all pro- 
ceedings, all a/guments and reaſons uſed in a 
_ cauſe, by either party, and contains all that can 
be alleged or urged by a poor creature any way 
in his own defence, or for his advantage. tl 

4. There are ſome. arguments yet in archivis, 
in the rolls and records of heaven which. were 
never yet embezzled ; they lie in the ark of the 
covenant, hid with Chriſt in God, (under 
double lock and key,) * where neither moth nor 
ruſt can come to corrupt, nor thief break through a 
to ſteal;“ yea, they lie (many of them) i in the 
very 1 and boſom, and being of God him- 
ſelf, I hope we ſhall meet with ſome of them 
anon, and that they may meet with the very 
caſe of thy ſoul, and that thy ſoul may meet 
with God in the making uſe of them. 

Odject. 3. But what will arguments work 
upon God? that King Eternal is not ſwayed 
but by eternal conſiderations ; he knows no 
motives but his own bowels, and the merits and 
interceſſion of his Son and Spirit. 


mn gane argumenta que utring. proferuntur 4 fartibus 
aua. eee 
. | ö Anſw. 
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„Anſw. 1. 118 is true, wx well for thee, and 
Ie : that it f is ſo; ; otherwiſe time-accidents and 
tim6-exacerbatjons } had long ere thig hurried us 
into a a woful eternity! paſt all relicf by way of 
argymentation ; ;. hell, not heaven, had, been 
filled th , our complainings! l SY 
an Hart he not given. thee. thoſe two. great 
friends of his for the advocates | ? the one "at 
his aw wn, right hand. in heaven, moving and ne- 
5 gatiating, : and A lways appearing far ches; 3. the 
other ſeated i In. thy breaſt, (though once! 2 cage 
or - every. unc ean and bateful bird; 0 the dave 
gh e upon, 1 that dung 1255 ai nd jill 
ng be frayed, dn and the. 2185 of be turtle ä 
is heard /j in our and; 5 yea, the Father's ow 
heart iz il, of loye, brim at and running 
yet upon thee, and tf is, conginvally ple $ for 
thee, and makesall. thine arrows RAE 
wards, inevitable, not one is ſhot in vain. 
kt Good, arguments- in prayer dy, bew the 1 ne 
. ceflity of prayer, and great equity for the ob- 
taiging,9 the things Prayed for; and fo do very 
much confirm apr faith, tand. fire our affeQions, 
and enable a man to break through many diſ- 
courzgements, which Satan or his own heart 
may caſt in ta . hinder prayer; and. certainly. 
| ene there be no need of, arguments to work 
| upon 


Ape 
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upon; God, there is to work upon us; though 
not to move his love, yet to remove our unbe- 
lief; though not to prevail upon him to gives 
you to prepare ourſelves to receive mercy. "Ho 
The only - uſe I ſhall make of the! point, 
ſhall be to preſs all to make uſe of it, to put ite 
in pradtiee daily; it will pleaſe your heavenly! 
Fathet very well; he loves to hear his children: 
reaſon it out with him, and he doth of ſet pur 
poſe delay to grant their requeſts ſometimes, be- 
cauſe he loves to hear often from them, to hear 
their voices; andi ſee their faces“; he loves to 
hear what they can ſay for themſelves: ſo he 
dealt with the woman of Canaan; he firſt ſeem- 
ed not to hear her; then did deny her ſuit, and 
then gave a very. harp and cutting reaſon of his 
denial, becauſe ſhe was but a dog, ſhe was none 
of the Iſraelites who were his children ; but 
when Chriſt hears her wiſe anſwer to bis «bb 
jection : Truth, Lord, but the dogs 0 of the c «| 
that fall from their maſter's table, (which was u 
ſtrong piece: vf logio,) ſhe received un hight 
commendation of her faith, and à grant that 
would be ſure to pleaſe her, her will; O e 
man / great is thy faith, be it unto thee ten d. 


Cant. fi. 14. 
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thou wilt, Mat. xv. 21, 22, &e, She retorts - 
his own, weapon upon him, and he yields, and 
gives her what is dangerous, (if not 3 

own will. | 
My purpoſe is, tlewien all othet ways: of 
application or enlargement) to ſpeak. te ſome 


principal caſes of greateſt eoncernment and moſt 


frequent occurrency in our lives; and I ſhall 
only break the ice in each caſe (for facile oft in- 
uuntis adders) to ſet your wits a work, which 
men, whieh Chriſtians make leaſt uſe of in their 
greateſt occaſions, We trifle in ſerious things, 
and are ſerious only in trifles, or rather to rouze 
up your graces in the holy apoſſles's [phraſe *, 

abagunvge to ſtir uß the fire which lies raked up | 
and buried under the aſhes of ſloth and ſupine 

aſcitaney, or rather indeed to jog the ſpirit of 
prayer which lies dormant in many boſoms, and 

+ doth them little ſervice; I would but ſet that 
oak <:gvigg: which too many caſt in the 
© hedge; as almoſt uſeleſs, which yet if well ma» 


nated, would fil yeut garners with all manner 


of ſtore, and to which whoſoever puts bis hand 
without (too often) taking * ſhall * lit for 
he 8 Gd. wa 


* 2 TI. I. 6. 
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Unacquaintedneſs with the Lord. 


F [RST then,. is unacquaintednefs with God 
thy mifery, the matter of thy moan and mourn- 
ing ? Is this thy complaint, as it is of the moſt 
knowing, that ſo little a portion is heard of him? 
That neither the thunder of his power, nor the 
| charms of his love are ſufficiently underſtood by 
thee? we rather are known of him, than that 
we can ſay, we know him, Gal. iv. 9. And 
where, or who is he, hath 15 need to plead i in 
this particular? Some make this to be Job's 
caſe, in this very text; for thus they render it; 
Utinam noſſem Deum & invenirem eum; O that I 
knew God, then I ſhould find him. He that 
knows God, hath found him; and he ſhall ne- 
ver find him who never knows him. His friend 
that fpake laſt, had adviſed him, chap. 22. ver. 
21.“ Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be at 


peace, &c. And it may be, it is thereunto that 
he anſwers; O that I knew him! O that I 
knew where I might find him, to be better ac- 
quainted with him; is this thy caſe ? Go order 
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thy 
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thy cauſe before him, and All | thy mouth with 
arguments. oe Eee Ke Per 

© Aſt him, with an REY and holy boldneſs, 
if he be not willing to be known? though he 
| 2 Himſelf with darkneſs; but he is too big 
and top bright for, a covering, though he make 
p: darkneſs his payilon round about him. And if 
io, then, 00 nc Antec 
„adh Why bath be made iotelleduel deiogs 
capable;of knowing: him, and eternally miſer-. 
able. if they, En him not* !, no ſoul 4 is ſo. for | 
certain. 
„Are, Why hath, be fo way way ways lived ſor th. 
and made gut. himſelf 1 Why bath he written 
ſuch admirable comments in the things ds 
2 fru 2 the inviſible + things Got bi 15 
exernal power and, Selbe!!! 
| Why: hy hath be, ſparkled forth. loch baue - 
diſcoveries in the Ggred(feriptures.in.the face. of 
Jie Chriſt . in ae binde and. breathingy, the 
hints and whiſpers, of F bis. ſpirit; f in the ways 
' and workings of: his Providence; ;. 1n the experi- 
ence. of all his Saints; yea in thine own; hearty; 
mind and ith eee ee the; 
ac D ol Y Pant 2: ii 13:% 164 8 b 
i * John xvii. 3. + Rom: 5 I. 20, 
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for the _ part, ü Jo chat thou ie not order 
thy ſp eech by, reaſon, of darkneſs, RY 
4thly., Why hath he ſo often laid bis Coe 
as upon poor fiuners 1 to ſeek, him, if f he mean 
not to be found? Shew, bim his own hand for 
Thus ſaith the Lord. to the Houle of II ſrael, 

Seer ye me, ahd ye mall live Wl Amos | vel 
«Seek the Lord, Tet Le ſhall” live,” ver. 8 
And yet again, ver. 8.6 Seek ] him, that m 
eth the ſeven ſtars and Orion; and, e 

40 4 of death into thẽ mornin; 
meal al afl this*ea teſtnels, if ne aue be bre 
be r6dha* Or $5 de cuaſe kings ch Hfrael 
on lt Afra! after the Het; And n e not 
the ſame to all nations ? 2 is not this the 
very end why he give te all life and Breath, and 
all things, that the} mould Teck the Lord, if 
» haply Hey Wight fevb-Aftet nim, und find c 

mougli he b not fat from every cru RAU 
22 And he nf Nc to tfle ſeed of Jatabę 
Who Wratre with pin; Tec ye ile in vaio , Hal 
xlv. 19. And thou Ropeſt thou att one of 
them, Though the weakeſt of 1 thoſe ſpiritual 
Weaglers 45 1 801 29:54: 02 13b10 gi e 21 2899 
- © Nay; eee eee diriQed tofthoſe 
who have ploughes wickedaeſs, and reaped ini- 


| * N 
121 8 © oY 2 If A. ii 9 N quity, 
187114 * + , 


quity, and eaten the fruit of lies; Hoſ. x. 12, 
13. why then ſhouldſt thou be excluded 3 
Sthly. Aſk him if he bath not been found of 
many a ſoul that ſought him not. Did not he 
prevent them and offer himſelf, and ſay, „ Be- 
hold me, behold n me!“ Ifa. Ixy. I. Is there 2 
ſoul with him now in Heaven, whoſe name is 
not ſought out ? 16. lii. 12. 2 * will he now 
hide bimſelf from « one that ſeeks bim? 0 
; _6thly, Af] him, whence i is it that thou haſt an 
heart. now to ſeek him, Is it not becauſe. he 
_ hath found thee, and means to be found of thee ? 
Jer. xxix-· 324 13, 34, Kc. and be . that thy 
kh gg R is, or voni ſain be engaged i in N. 
Non... wt 
_ « athly. Why doth, be allow. ſo wa a time to 
| tek bim in? All the time of this life, as ſome 
chink, at leaſt till the decree ® bring forth, til! 


de (year in his wrath, till the heart be judicio 


ally hardened, which, yet is not thy caſe, through 
infinite merey, thou art not yet free amongſt the 


A dead, nor. bound among the dzm ned, 


Sthiy. Tell bim, if thou eanſt ay ſe wuly, 
that it is in order to practice, that thou wquldſt 


9 * him, not en N 
Wy ha Zeph. i. 1, 2. 
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natural thirſt after knowledge ; not merely that 
thou mighteſt talk of him, but walk with bim, 
and love him, and fear him, and obey him in all 
things, and even in natural things, Manus eff 
cauſa ſcientiz*, the hand contributes more to 
knowledge than the brain. Thoſe things we 
learn to do, we learn by doing them; and as to 
ſpirituals, Chriſt, bath paſſed his word for 2 
| John vii, "TY If any man will do his will, be 
ſhall know of the doQtrine. , 

Laftly. Tell him it is not in a pang, in a fit, 


in an humour of new fangledneſs, that thou art 


thus covetous, thus ambiticus of his acquain- 
tance: but, though late, though too late thou 
begineſt this enquiry, he knows thou haſt been 
of this mind for many a day ; thou haſt, though 
weakly, followed on. to know him, and now 
thou expecteſt that good word of his ſhould be 
made good unto thy ſoul ; Hoſ. vi. 3. ¹— Then 
| hall we know if we follow on to nom the : 
Lord; his going forth is prepared as the mor- 
ning; and he ſhall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former rain unto the earth :” preſs 
theſe things upon him, and his love and truth 
will let him hide no longer. 95 
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| 8 of lead *up6n* wy Gut. and ſtifle 


the: m ovings and bai of <p ſpirit 700 


5 ward ? Doth this nip all © the” budding 8 and 
bloomings of faith and hope, and force Merke. 
dente gh gut in fedret;\ e It is Anpomble for: 

me tb de ſaved, Jan certainly at laß prove a 


FeproBite®”” 13 this thy caſe Þ* 0 G Gref vn 
kaufe before bim, And f thy cin ee 
ments; in all Humility af Hic, if be did. not, 
before the fobndatibns of the werld were Tad, 
thovfe voluntarily," abfolacely and cine 
What company he Would havs with Bit to 41 


1 Kbrilit'5, ©$9etitnes* alen thinkeft he v6) 


never Ulbofe thee'; "there hb, Hes 4 eel PH 
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He was under no neceſſity to chooſe any; 
not Chriſt himſelf to be the head of the 3 
for. he might have choſen whether ever there 
ſhould have been ſuch a body, yea or no. God 
the Father begets the Son neceſſarily, not arbi- 
trarily; that is, from his nature, not from his 
good pleaſure; but he chooſeth him to be the 
head and root, and repreſentative of che Church, 
arbitrarily, not .neceflarily * ; this is from bis 
good pleaſure, not from his nature; how free is 
he then in all his other elections? N85 
lle choſe indeed in Chrilt, but not for Chiiftt; 
as in the natural birth, ſo here. firſt the head. 
comes, forth, and then the members, , Chriſt is 
the cauſe of the ſalvation of the elect, byt. not of 
election to ſalvation, Chriſt is the meritorious 
cauſe of the application of all good not of 
God's volition or decreeing that good 3 electian 
is God himſelf electing; and there gan be ne 
cauſe of God; God cannot be an ffect; Chriſt 

2 was by, but had not the naming of the 
N z this was the Father's part, and gives him 
| ein and originally an intereſt in, them, as 

Chriſt himſelf ene John . . 
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1 
ec Thine they were, 3nd thou gaveſt them untome.“ 
Chriſt himſelf did not propound or ſolicit for 
this or that perſon, much leſs any foreſeen qua- 
Tifications, which are the effects, but could not 
de tlie cauſes bf that love or choice; and if 
there Was tone by to move him, was there any 
46 manzcle him, to prẽſeribe laws and limits to 
him? To ſay ufto him, You may not chooſe 
Fuch or ſuch à ſcarlet ſinner: to ſet bounds and 
bankb to thoſe great deeps of electing love, and 
to ſay unto them, Hitherto may ye go, and nd 

further, acid Here muſt your precious waves be 


1 hoſe indeed' not immediately to kalvation 
vn Was tob great a ſtride at once, but to ſanc̃ti- 
| Kibkrion'of the ſpirit unto obedience, 2 Theſ. ii. 
13. 1 Pet. i. 2. not becauſe he foreſaw ſome 
Would be holy, but that they might be ſo, Eph. 
1. 4. The Preat plot was how to conform ſin- 
ful, woful ereatüres to the image of his ſon, 


3 Rom. viii. 29. and this thy foul likes} Palling well. 


So then and put Him to it; alk him if he will 
pdp this doctrine, And feal it upon thy heart; 
(it matters not how many men difown'it) and 
tell hin thou .canft not, by any thing. thou diſ- 
cerneft therein, conclude thyſelf to be excludec 


though thou eng thyſelf to be the chiefeſt 
ſinners; 


. 


fianets, and that thy caſe iy erved only. for his 
cogniſance; for thou can not fully utter it to : 
any creature living. " 2 
2dly. Tell him in conde! he glorifies 
but one or two of his attributes} th and 
| ſovereignty; but in n he will magnify 
them all. 8 \ "4 | "I 
| 23dly. Mind him how often he hath already 
facrificed to his juſtice, bypuniſhing ſuch offen- 
ders as thou haſt been; hell is full of inſtances, 
full of thoſe ſacrifices ; and yet the ſufferings of 
his Son do more ſet off the glory of his holineſs 
than they all, than all the everlaſting torments 
of the damned, © . . 
Athly. Act him if Heaven will not afford 
plenty af precedents for the like mercy thou now 
needeſt 10 beggeſt of him. Aſk if Manaſſeh and 
Mary Magdalen, and many ſuch like be not there 
eue 
Sthly. If he never met the ike ſince the be- 
ginning of his creation (for ſo ſometimes thou . 
thinkeft) aſk him if he means to let lip ſuch an . 


* 


opportunity to ſet forth the greatneſs and tran- 
ſcendency of his grace and mercy in all its 
pomp and power, oriency and luſtre; and fill 
thy heart and mouth with” this argument: It is 
like Goliah's ſword to David, there is none like 

8 D i it: 


2 
1 * 


12 1 4 


* it: ſee how Ngvid Wendel wiglds it, Pſ. xxv. 11. 
, 8 e name's ſake ,0 Lord, pardon mine ini- 
dit. or it is great; if this be a good argu- 
ment, thou den not want one; it ſeems David 
LK ought lo, and fo did Moſes, Exod. xxxii. 31. 
<< Olithis people haye ſinnedagreaf fig!” buthere » 
is work now for the Heatneſs of God's power in 
© pardoning,” which in. thoſe caſes; he fhes to 
Numb. xiv. 17. nd now, I beſcech thee; let 
the part of my Lord be great according as 11 
haſt ſpoken.” 
_ God, to honour his Son, in cope ws. us to 
bimſelf, permits the greateſt ſins and enmities 
+ to be in the hearts and lives of thoſe he iptends 
to ſave, faith a precious ſervant of his“, and t) thou | 
mayeſt well hope God will | not be wa ting "I 
the glory of his own grace, and of hi + Son's 
merits; for the 7 and manifeſting 
whereof, the pardogingiof fo great and | grievous 
_ bins will { 770 abundantly : ſuch an overgiown 
aoer doth; 4 ebere, 4 je him a fair odca- 
—_  'fivn, and he will not loſe it. Cranmerz' a little 
* uf "before hie going to the flake, relieyes his ſorrow- 
ful ſpirit, after His finful recantation, wit Y this 


* & 


* 


{LF 
"EY 


og, Lis anon 


112 — mY 
os Chriſte eee 
*. er, P- 15: 


20 
8 % „ * 7 Sz 

oe $$ 240 — 3181 . q Q1 bye Fs 4 - Felle 1 

. . 


ba a 4 x > 
"1% Me 5. 1 * \.4 


- a * 
* . 
— . 
i [ * ] 
: 33 4 


conſideration, ; Magnum lad myſteriums c. 


Surely that great myſtery of God's incarnation 
was never coptriyed for' the pardon only of leſ- 


ſer offences. It is .the top of all thy Saviour's 
glory, that tte is able to ſave to the uttermoſt them , 


that come unto God by 


nich. Heb. vii, 25. 


Nay, i if upon ſtrong grounds thou eonc lud eſt / 


% thyſelf, "all things conſidered, A Noneſuch: Aſk 
him how he will come off from that obligatian, 
of drawing all men (that is, ſome of all ſorts) 


unto hinifelf, John xii. 32. If thine iron heart - 


feel not the attractive power and virtue of this 
load-ſtone, there will be never a ſinner of 
"forty ſize, and kind, to adorn his triumph at 


the day of his appearing! 1. Thoſe ſanguine 1 ſin- 


4 8 
5 


ners againſt the Holy Ghoſt {the only rank and 


file pf ſinners exeluded Matt. xii. 32.) have no 


mind to plead as thou haſt, and chow art none . | 


their number, | 
. Gthly, Tell bim he ſhall be 5 


loved for ſuch 4 miracle of matchleſs mercy, 


than for all. his curious works of ee er 
dreadful acts of vengeance. 


7thly. Tell him it muſt be no ſmall a 


no eaſy, no nary thing that muſt beget eter- 


nal trances and extafies, and admirations. The 


greateſt wonders of this world laſt but a little 


5 


1 : D 2 _ while, 


mire or love him 0 


the pardoning and inn the ſan 
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while, thoſe of the next muſt laff nee and 
fying and 


ſaving of ſuch a ſinner will eternally yield oil to 


Tacha a flame, .8 
8thly. Tell him no ſoul in Heh ad- 
bap thou, augh*now 
of all his adorers ! And 


thou an, in the 8 ww 
"thou ma 5 pig re to ſay , if that of Qhriſt-be * 


true, as Iy it is. Luke vii. 47. 4 That he 


„ * to whom much | is forgiven, will love much,” 


+» 


tf. 


— 


- 


be onfined to thy perſon, but 


Laſtly, Tell him that the wondgy, ſhall not * 
n through 

ven and affect all men ind angels, and at, 
in all likelihood, mafiy Mall wonder more for of his 
gtace to thee than to tflemſelves, who neyer en- 
ned up to the-height, nor after U fimilitude- of 
7 Winſgreffions ; © 3 eſpi ially angels that never 
ſinned, and ſuch as died in infancy, or livdd in 
- Innockricy' in cotipariſon of ther; ho ſhould 
they know tlie extent of grace, were it not for 
ſuch ſuperlativ@ſinners ? ani that it is one of his 
great deſigns to be admired! 4 Theft ro. and 
de knows that in thee he cantiogmiſs bf it. 
- The end ef philolpphy is faid te be to_alatife 
nothing; 3 but the end and ſcope divinity, is 
to make us admire God ingevery ing; in this 
thing eſpecially, the eternal ſalvation of the. 


Wan linners, . 
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this Pord Jeſus Chti 


thee ; is this (it 


thy condition? Go order 
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"7: As E m. 
| Tal as to ce 


Tumbrr. Halt G any Gott ard Bl 
, which thou haſt heard 
(and 7 it may be) ſo often of, takes no no- 
tice o „ has no * to do any thing for 
when thou art moſt re- 
tired into thyſelf, and moſt ſerious) thy caſe and 
cauſe before hit 
and fill thy mouth with arguments: euerer 
thy diſtance : and tben, E 
Firſt, Aſk him what made him take ſo reat 


| journey? what brought him down from earn 


to Earth? Wait not to ſeek and to ſaye ſuch loſt 
ſtraying creatures as thou art, who all the 
Lord of the foil? If thou art not, haſt not been 


loſt every way, even in thine own ſenſe and ap- 


prehenſion, let him ſkip over thee and leave 
thee out. 
Adly. Aſk him why doth be invite all weary 
burdened poor ſouls to come unto him“? why 
doth he command them to caſt themſelves uren 


* 


Mat. xi. 28, z Ion lil, wb; 
1 | "i? 


him? threaten thoſe that do not, with the ut- 
moſt peril and pubiſhment, if he be not willing 
to bid "thoſe that come velgome? The great 
quarrel between him and ſinners is his: hs 
will not come unto wg that ye miglit ha five life; 35 


John v. 40 38 . eie © 1 4 1 gw 
92 ys Tell ha ds il) betieit nificver 
yet caſt out any onefou? That came. unto him ac- 


6. 37. 


cording to that bleſſed Word of his. Jn 
- me, ſhall come unto 


er that the Father 


hath been a ſanctusy to many a troubled ſou]; 
Ak him now if he means to begin with thee ? 

Tr thou aa be the —— was refuſed 
Be © Athly. Bath das welle all. is > 

.  knows:that-thou doſt not come 'tofhim for faſhion 
| Mikey paul i is the cuſtom, and chey are in no 
rift is in none, atleaſt i in 


8 _ 25 2 "Df Mt 


Sthly. He knows: ry doſt not follow bim 
for loaves, for outward advantage and accom- 
— becauſe: preferment Waits u Ion Re- 

ſeſſion. Mein 0432179 95 $485 a — 
aaGhly: Tell him? it is true indeed, it nd 
ceflity enforceth thee to come unto him, becauſe 
ht an loſt and rujned to all eternity; ; 
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T will in no wiſe caſt out.“) A text that 


231 


and get he knows: what a ele by ſoul has for- 

him: that thou luokeſt on an intereſt” in himaes | 
thy great concerfitment, thę ont thing needful, 
the more excellent way: that all thy treaſutes,' 
pleaſures;honours*, yea, ch very relations bie 
are as ſo many parts and pieces ol thyſelßz are as 
it they were not, in cbmpuxiſon to himy are to 
thee, asl nations. are to him, as a:dtrop' of the 
3 neicher here nor there, if in competition 
or e inn. c 20 be e 

Laſtly. ou canſt ſay —— 
it is out of neceſſity, it is out of choice too, that 
thou comeſt to him t: were it poffible for thee to 
be ſaved any other way, thou wouldſt choofethis 
rather. There was à time indeed” when thy heart 
gadded about ſtrangely ſo oft to change th 
thou wouldſt have gone to any tear the 24 
rather than Bis; but fince thou ha ſt had: fe me 
Ile MC- und gkchmerings of Him, othdgh 
butan a trauſient way, thcughe bat in a glafs r 
att windvw, or through — ſince 


tabu haſt taſted ſom ſmall drops df his ſweẽt· M 


rieſs;*&} knows thy heart is fo taken there witli, 


yes, with that glorlous and moſt gracious contri. 
tes of his unilertaking for thee (the wiekeg 
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Wt 0 the righteous coming i 
lead) yea, with he love and lovely perſon | 1 1. 
Savio t theſe are now become more with 
thee tha; ſalvation igfelf, if * were only deli- 
nce f wrathen <p ” thouiplead 
| thus? gurely a full en thee 
of the Lord Ggd of; 2 rs 2. wings 
thou art: me to truſt, tho? thou art dung ſtren- 
ger, and thy ſoul in * eyes 10 * to 
one of his hand- maidens, n 12, oo | 
3 thereunto. 


N. 


es e as TM * 


| — 2 * ts 6 
Ohrid to kelp thee. He hath — p 
ä —— 

haſt very a ughts "5 
ge but terrible ones C the Father; thou 
wpodkeſt upon bim gn an angry God; an ifſeoſed. 
Jadge, an enraged enemy, with his hand al- 

"x Om? a ti ah 2 ** that . 
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ſteps in id wards off thi hays} or af Yeaſt thou 


ſuſpecteſt him to be no ſuch hearty friend to 
thee an is: that the whole treaty of peace 
tendered to thee by him through his don, is but 
an ambuſhment laid to thee, and to con- 
clude the under the grea demnation, be- 
"cauſe the Father ſtands much out of play, and 
thou knoweſt not what to think of Him. Is this 
thy fad Uſe, now and then upon miſgivings and 
tremblings f thy geart about the great buſineſs 
of Eleni Go order thy cauſe yn —y 
and fill thy mouth with argu 
Firſt, Aſk Him, if that ſweet Let his, wh 
the world vas ſo happy once as to ſee, though ſo 
happy Ron now him?*, if he be not juſt» 
uch another for" all th the world as himſelf #the 
brightneſs of his gl + and the expteſs * 
ee P 
eee 227 e e !- Fay 1 D ae 
7 See Dr. E auh, book; e. 28. p. 5722, Ge. 
+ He that cannot look upon the ſun; in its ſtrength 
at-noon-day, the model of it in the water, 
of in the mn at full: ſa we that cannot behold 
the Glo of Divine Mazeſty in the Godhead, or in 
God the ather only,,may ſafely behold the map or 
model of his LT": OY in the way, 
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— . Chriſt, xh © inverts. friend, as ſome 
ſigners cenſured — enaugb, kind: 
enough, compaſſionate enough, ne wech love: 
enough e Poor ſinners in his carriage and con- 
verſation ; iy his ab &ments and condeſtentions, 
in his life in hig den H af. noh Where and who 
i he that wil come and: ſheve more:? Why shut, 
- ſaith Chriftpiray Father is juſb Grab anothet as I. 
- amto anihains: breadttiz his cheart àd full of 
love and tenderntis a5 mine guery whit : Know: 
qne, knom both, Johfx 30. 46) 41 my Fa- 
ther are one. H hn xri. 4%, 45. Jeſus: 
cried and ſaid, ole chat believnth on =, Heliev- 
 ehmoton me but. * - Mr 5: and AQ) 
d ſeethi'imgy feet fen that And: 
ir. o. 3 um +46: 2 
beo dong time with gpu, and yet haſt:thoui 
not known ang, Pip 27 that hath ien mie 
hath ſeen the Father, and how ſayeſt thou then, 
ſhaw, As- the Father An A ou f is 
nunſom on urpoſe td declare dim? q ohr 18 + 
tao be this exegeſios i: that is the wont e pound 
Himias a lea comment teils tus what: is ichn 3 
text3 and chi be confirmed to 
_ Father, if hEwill \own 16; qo, + HY | 
= fl! ar 2202209 2:06 A b gi e No bon * 
ad * Expoſuit, Bez. we > 4 
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the Son, and laid him as 
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thou art well enough; ee ml go fur-· 


ad not the firſt hand, . 


whole deſign of love and life to poor ſinners, for As 


there: is a priority of «order and origination, 
though. not of time; and to believe . there 
thee: W 


ſummoned that 


Figſt, Was it not he who 


ee | all the erſons in Elo- 
him ] when neſther man nof angel exiſted, 
nor Nad been wolthy to have — admitted 


| kl if Mey had. then exiſted; there he ſat 


in conſultation with his wiſdom. and love, his 
word and ſpirit, 4 erduil Ræni, de arcants. Im- 
perii; an 2 about man's . 3 And 
can that bleſſed ay * th * * 


conceptions? Surely no. 

2dly, Was it not he a ficſt | pitg 4 be & 
dhe fouhdatig of the © 
p the weight | 

alone; * 

the” axletree of . 


whole fabrick; one able We 


enough WP. race 
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* If. x). 14. Heb. vi. 17. Boi: 1 1. 11; Tſal 
XXV. 1. Prov. M. 2 — + 1 Pet. I. 20 
Ia. xxviii. 16. John x 36. 2 
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1 earth : to break theghack of the w reation, 
nl t dewn any other, 4 it ind 
Fi! £5 yet here is 4 laid i 6 


® 1 Mighty, Pf, Ixxxix. 16 mighty to ſaves? 
Ixiii. 1. And if the * for, joy to > ite 
ſtone of the earth laid, Job, xxxvii. 7. 
| in sch delight ſee the dorner- 
L.. their ſalv: tion laid by the hand ef the 
Father ? if this qe Ming unto thee * 
i thou ar ave no «ay u this, is pe? 
w_ * bleſs him for 1ayiihu 
ly, Was, it not he who the! E = 
ticular cogniſande c , . and: perſons, Mhich 
is called in Script Arend | 
By 


viii. 2 and xi. 'T, Wiough to 
ovetwhelm a Bos n he comes to get 
* a ſight of it, tt hE. was then minded; 
4 my d? Diaſt ihn then think of me? 

= aha d 4 $a T2, y N 


* 


men, whom * 


h 3 the e are amongſt thoſe 
feven * the Jews: ſay, were before this 
world was created: Thatgis, ercer expounds, 


them, que in mente di . ab eterno, i on 


Be 4* "0p | would” 
| * | E 


oth g 
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34 
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2 according to election, Rom. ix. 1 


2 
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oy 
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8 would 1a wh, nfs ed the angels, called 


therefore the ele angels, x Tim. vrt. and tho 
F were never out of fayour, yet they are ſaid 


be reconcijed, Co). i. 20. confirmation OA 


at to them, which conciliation i 0 
us; _ had it by refiguncing their ſtand- 


ing upon their own lingle bottom, and running . 

under the win iſt ; accepting and own- 
ing him as their head, Col. ii. 10. God would” , 
not keep an in heaven that would t be 
beholden to his Sd ſor it: and r 
he choſe whom he would have recovered, Rom, 
Ix. 1 Joſs, Aſk- how. thou mayeſt make thy wy 


calling 2 election ſure z, and never turn this 
grace into wantonneſs: Fol abuſe this doctrine 
* is one of the blackeſt n 2 dens of 
© reprobation, Jude n 
Fifthly, IV ag it not be 


e _ — 


he myſtery 
of his will, according fo the good baer which be 


bad, pmrpoſed in hinfdlfy, Epheſ. i. 94; The eternal © 
purſe which be purpeſed in Chrif Trl our Lord, 

Eph. iii. 11. And yet there is no uncighceouſneſs 
with God (which paul foreſaw ſome would 
Shatge him with,) Rom ix. 14, No cruelty, 
no Ne no tyrangg 3 * if the Lord 
E 5 1227 
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fs 1 . who ſhall diſunul. its 1 rid 


24. 1 
Sixthly, Was it not he who called: ap 05 
T 


4 books” and cauſed all the'reſdlyes to be 2 


* 


g, charaers in his blood 3\ (Wſtead of no black 


Hehy x. 5. even,to the very names wr 
the Lamb's bookifftice. Rev. xiii. 8. ky 


with the golden. letters of love, with indelible 


Idle not with 
read thy name 


of death, and therefore If 
dt thou ever any hel 
en in heaven, this is m 
than if thou couldſt eaſt out devils, and work 
wonders, Luke &. 20. if not vet, all i good 
ther, and he will help thee 
ere 
| Who was and is a me nher of this council, and, 
well acquainted with all" at paſſed there. 
*Seventbly, Yo it not he who ae 6 
all otber things in a way of ſubordination and 
ſudſervieney to the ſanctification and en 


Tf 'the- ele +; good walks then received his 


ſeul, Eph. ii 10. Evil ones (by 2juſt-5 
a brand; he then drew: up the ordinances of hea- 


WS & e Wins! , ” 


| and, Sit- 26. * Jer, th 


And xxxviii. 10. 


wi. *: 
4 


atter of more joy 


big f pirit of adoption, | 


Re 


7 ven: Palled | decree” for "the ſea, and for be 


en * : raig | 


* 


*. 
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i and for t the opening of the eye-lids of the 

morning »; to cauſe:the.:day-ſpring to know its 
place, and the : ſum chis, going .dowtly unleſs: for- 
bidden, as in | the days of Joſhun. He then ap- 
pointed natural agents to act neceſſarily; 78 
ſun to ſhine, the fire to burn, the ſea to run i s 
.couſe : Yet he ſet them not a going with ſuch 
an irreſiſtable ſwing but _ "by can n op — 
2 his pleaſureG. 


Ftee agents. cal] = iche Win of nay * 
free in A its Acts, if not 
— to do good one vil at his e yet 


quo ad exercitium, he * nevego/ evil, unleſs 
Re pleaſeth: ſo that he is left without excuſe, 
And all other thi s. were ordered as ſcaffolds 
to this building; now When but a mad man 
would lay by bed on the ſcaffold, and fay, that 
is accommo ation good enough; and · ſo take 
up with thaty no matter for the building: beg 
that be would never leave thee to that madneſo, 
but lead. thee to things ſpiritual and eternal; by 
all externals, and that ail things may work to- 
ge her for thy good, according to this Ancient 
Wpolngent. WB | 


* Pſal. exix, 91. by 5 


3 
9 


W 
* 2 * 
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- -Eighithly, Was it not ben an . 
1 his Son and himgthat he ſhould ſit as cre- 
ditor in heaven, and the Son come down to be 

— toguſtice ®? otherwiſe there was 
e enough in his heart, to have let the Son ſit 
itor in heaven, and to have come down 

| bim(zlf as debtor, and died for thee: And there- 

Fore, faith Chriſt, though I ſhould not pray for 
you, the Father himſelf loveth vou, John xvi. - 

Nay, he loves you ſo well gthit he doth t 

fore eg becauſe I. I down Ber i 

vou, x. 17. * a"irange preſſion 


of love is big, [ao 
Niathly, Did not he 


articles and inſtructions, Ss, 
/ ,, Iſt, That he muſt h 
_ -humiliation and abaſement. "hes 
Adly, That he muſt pawn. . to my 
thiough with it, which he redeems, and are 
mands upon his performance, John xvii. 4, 5. 
Zdly, That he muſt run the gantlet in that 
8 waer he would redeqp, and be content _ 
at 


we give this reaſon, for it, becauſe ghe Patt 
was direaly offended, by ſin's marring his work of 
creation ; and other reaſons are given for the Son's 

; ue. Himimelius Diſput 12, a 130. 


. * 
* > » 
» 
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every, one ſhould have a fling at him; it is Hil- 
lary's alluſion, nature no/tre contumelias tranſcur- 
Tit. | „ 
Athly, That his godhead muſt be eclipſed and 
he made like unto his brethren in their natural 
neceſſities, ſinleſs infirmities, live by faith, get. 
every thing by prayer: not do his own, will, 
but his that ſent him, and ſo fulfil all righteouſ- 
neſs; and why was he thus conformed unto us, 
but that we wight, be made conformable unte 
him ? 

5thly, That he muſt in the days of his geſh 
orally and perſonally declare his Father's name 
and love unto his brethren : and afterwards de- 
pute and ſubſtitute ſome to do it to the end of 
the world; and ſo long as his lieger ambaſſadors 
reſide in any place uncalled home, not ſent for 
away : The treaty of peace holds and continues, 
and their work is not only to declare Chriſt, but 
the Father alſo: and this was the ſweeteſt pro- | 
miſe that Chriſt could: chear up his diſciples 
with, John xvi. 25. The time cometh, when T ſhall 
no more ſpeak unto you in proverbs, but I ſhall ſhew 
you plainly of the Father : and that is a moſt ſweet 
and ſatisfying object, John xiv, 8. Lord, fhew us 
the Father and it ſufficeth us. 


Bi: +t : 6thly, 


- Gthly, That he muſt die a bloody, painful, 
ſhameful], accurſed'death®, to pay the debts of his 
people, and then riſe again from the dead, and 
bring up his blood with him into the bolieſt of 
Holies , and there exerciſe and execute the office 
of his everlaſting prieſthood, if he would have his 
death, which was of infinite value in itſelf, to 
be of infinite virtue and efficacy unto others; 
and is not all this performed exactly, and bath 
be not herein commended his love unto us with 
a witneſs ? Rom. v. 8, &c, 

Ithly, That whatever was given kim, he 
muſt preſently give of the ſame to his members, 
to fit them for that glorious fellowſhip where- 
unto they are ordained ; what he receives with 
one hand, he muſt give with the other; and we 
ſee, what David calls receiving, Pal, Ixviii, 18. 
Paul calls g:ving, Eph. iv. 12, as if theſe were 
one and the ſame thing with Chriſt, and thou 
deſireſt no more of Chriſt than what the Father 
hath ordered out by him. 

,  S8thly, After the Father (whoſe f motion and 
N this was) had wrought of the Son to un- 


5 . AQs i ii. 23. and i 8 20. g | f 
＋ Heb. ix. 8. > n ! 
F ares ads n \ 
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dertake it, did not he then engage to ſtand by 
him/and to ſupply him with all neceſſaries? A 
body to ſuffer in, and a ſpirit to that body with» 


[out meaſuùre, and to bring thoſe in to him in time 
by retail, whom he had given to him in the 


Jump, before time was? He doth more than in- 
vite, (as::faith Arminius) he doth effectually 
draw by an omnipotent ſweetneſs; and Chriſt 


muſt not ſcruple to entertain the moſt leprous, 


loathſome ſinner, whom the Father is pleaſed to 
bring untohim; Aye, and the Father muſt help 
to keep them alſo, whom he hath brought in, 
John x. 28, 29. (a precious cordial in apoſta- 


tizing times,) and all this be done according 
to an ancient complot and agreement. Socinus 


cannot, from theſe ſupplies or dependencies, infer 
the Son's inferiority to the Father; and the 
por! believing ſinner may preſs: him with all 


. theſe engagements. 


- * gthly,” Over and above all this, did he not 
put forth his paternal authority, and lay his 
commands upon his Son, to engage in this great 
ſervice ? Jobu x. 18. and xii, 9, 10. as Pharaoh 


1 to n a \Plegnaſm of love,(cemmands J Soph 


£14. 


N 0 Ifa. alli. 6. and l. 9. Heb, x. 5. John ii iii. 
3+. and vi, 37. 44+ v. 17. viii. 29, * xxxi. 3. 


83 3 to 


[ g@ 1] 


to be kind to his neareſt and deareſt. relations, 
which one would think little needed, Gen. 
xIv. 19. Go look God in the face, and ſay as 
David doth, Pſal. 71. 3. Thou haſt given 

commandment to ſave me; and to whom? To 
man or angels? No: To me, fays Chriſt: 
„This commandment have I received of my 
Father.“ If Chriſt fail, there is not only breach 
of articles, but diſobedience too. Thou canſt 
not believe that Chriſt loves thee ſo well, as to 
lay down his life for thee: But canſt thou be- 
lieve he loves the Father? That is eaſy; there 
is no doubt of that: Why (ſays Chriſt, when 
he was going to die) That the world may 
know how I love the Father; as the Father 


bath given me neee eren p 


Man XIV, 31. x 
k Tothly;: Vet again to aka all ſure; left a 
human nature of Chrift, upon its aſſumption, 
- ſhould ſhrink-at the approach of ſufferings * : 
Doth not the Father engage to reward him plen- 


tifully, to give him a royal and an everlaſting | 


| Prieſthood, a name above every name ? appoints 
unto him à kingdom, Luke 22. 29. and above 
all, bo rw him a the Raton of thoſe he ogy 


14 


„ pfl. en. 1, be. Phil.! ii. wb, Ke. Heb. xii. 2. 
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for, according to this agreement; Iſa. liii. 11, 
without which nothing could ever have ſatisfied 
him, ſo that as the aſſumption of the human 
nature is the higheſt inſtance of free mercy ; ſo 
is the rewarding thereof, in its ſtate of exaltation, 
the higheſt inſtance of remunerative juſtice. _ 

All this needed not to engage Chriſt to the 


work, ſo much as to engage us to believe that 


the Father was firſt in willing, as he is in ſubſiſt- 
ing, the Son ſecond to him therein; but not in 
heartineſs of good will, for therein they are both. 
equal; they muſt needs be one in will, who are 
ſo in nature and being: but ſtill the Father is 
firſt in love, John iii. 16. % For God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoeyer believeth in him ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting | life.” And 1 John iv, 
9, 10. « In this was manifeſted the love of 
God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him; herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our fins ;” and therefore love 
is laid at his door by the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ult. 
„The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 


| Gholt be with you all.” The Grace of Cbriſt 


E 3 2 makes 


* 25 


. 
makes way for our enjoying the Lore of God: 
but we had never known the Grace of Chriſt had' 
it not been firſt for the Love of God, Who there- 
fore is called our Saviour, r Tim. I. W 6145 

rrthly. And as if all this were not enough; 
did not the Father ©* ſeal” his Son k Cemmitben 
to give life to loſt ſinners? John vi. 27 and there- 
fore Chriſt ſo often mentions the Fatber as 
«© ſending” him, and furniſhing him with m- 
racles, «his Letters Ctedentiat® 'wherdver' be 
came. ene 
"12thly. Nay mote, if fuming for our f be 
be a ſign of love, as who can den) or dou ubt "Te? 
o ſpeak after the manner of chen. ad hot the 
Plther his ſhare of ſufferings : as well As 'the Son 4 | 
| Was i nothing for bim to. part with fie Toke 
4 Such 45 on, an ly Son, "the 25 St of bis heart 
and eyes, and that no ae efids, butheL 
mies , ' who would ſeek and fuc KR bis 'blood Th 
this fents* to. © ſpare“ him, and) yet mn Another 
not to © ſpare”* bim, but to brulle“ him, and 
take '« pleaſure” in ſo delng! Is all this: no. 
thing t? He , 4; inge 9% tô hate an TN 
part to fit in Heaven ind ret keene ye 
bat pug ſee it coſt ee 


i bh bc 2 


| : 
, 

| 

| 


5 Rom. viii, 32. la, . 10. 'x Matt, xi Xi. 27. 


| Ib. xxviii. 18. : 
« He 
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He denies himſelf, and diſappears, and gives 
up the immediate management of all affairs into 
the hands of his Son, That part the Son took 


was ſharper but ſhorter, laſted not much above 


three and chirty years: but from the time of 
Chriſt's reſurrection, it is a long æuum before 
that God come again to be“ all in all,“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 24, 28. and he in a manner remains hid till 
the Day of Judgment. Now Chriſt is“ all in 
all,” Col. iii. 12. The Son tranſacts all by the 
Spirit, till the laſt day, and the Father worketh 
now only. in and through the Son: Thus you 
ſee the Father veiling and eclipſing his glory, to 
make it ſhine the more hereafter, and, in the 
mean time, his love that ſhines: forth herein 
gloriouſly, 

-13thly. Hath not the Father », as well as. 
Chriſt, an hand in “ ſending the Holy Ghoſt,” 
to make a diſcovery and application of all. theſe 
things? Vea, he is called “ the promiſe of the 
Father,” which Chriſt had often hinted to his 
diſciples, as the beſt news he could bring them 
from Heaven, Acts 1. 4. which eue ye 
have heard of me.“ 1 4394 23. V4; 


4 , 
| - 


3.24 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, * Was it not he that wrapped up all 
this in a glorious Covenant, a Covenant of 
Grace, Life and Peace, of which I may ſay as 
John of the Commandment of Love, 1 John ii. 
7, 8. It is both the New and Old Covenant“; 
the firſt and laſt, and everlaſting Covenant 
called a Promiſe, left the word Covenant ſhould 
ſcare us, and make us thiffk there is more re- 
quired of us, by way of reſtipulation, than we 
can teach unto, Tit. i. 2. 1 John ii. 25. 
« Covenants of Promiſe,” Eph. ii. 12. and 
while we are altogether ſtrangers thereunto, we 
are without Hope, The other Covenant was 
contrived and: given forth chiefly to make way 
and welcome for this, and it is this covenant the 
precious things whereof are ſealed up unto us in 
the Sacraments. This is that ſecret of the Lord 
which is with them that fear him. Pſ. xxv. 13. 
to make them know the covenant, he is ever 
mindful of it, and therefore ſent redemption 
_ unto his people; he hath commanded this cove- 
nant for ever, Holy and reverend is his name,“ 
PlaE-exi.”5, 9, &c. and it is this will afford 
Death-bed comfort, 2 Sam. xXiii. 5. Although 


a Heb. xili . 20. Sextentiam'/ape an b 


— 


1 1 


my houſe be not ſo with God, yet he hath made 
with me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure, for this is all my ſalvation, 
and al my ue, go he make it not to 
grow,” b 
Now then, though all theſe things are phraſed 
in the language of men, yet not without war- 
rant from the Holy Ghoſt, who condeſcends 
thus to liſp out the myſteries of ſalvation, elſe 
we could not underſtand, or take in any thing of 
them: and though they are all but one act in 
God, as all his attributes are but one divine ex- 
| cellency and glory, the divine eſſence itſelf :- but 
as this is too big to come in all at once into our 
narrow hearts, therefore God lets out himſelf by 
degrees, by drops and beams as we may bear it; 
it is ſo in the diſcovery of himſelf, and it is ſo in 
the diſcovery of his Council, and operations con- 
cerning us in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
And though the operations, ad extra, are un- 
divided, but, according to an antient agreement 
between them, the operation is attributed to 
that perſon, the manner of whoſe ſubſiſting ap- 
| pears moſt in it 3. beginning · work to the Father, 
carrying on to the Son, finiſhing to the Holy 
Gd. „ 16010) 14197 
Yea, though many diſown and aur cheſs. 
things, yet now go, and put them home to God, 
and 
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and if he will own them, and bear his witneſs 
to them, and ſeal them upon thy heart, it will 
be ſufficient for thee, to ſhame thee for all thy 
hard thoughts of him, and to ſecure thee from 
the like tormenting fears for time to come. And, 
know it, he will work wonders, if thy ſpirit 
be ſtirred up to put him to it, rather than be 
wanting in his witneſs to ſo; great a truth as 
this, and ſo ſhalt thou be, as Job ſpeaks, deli- 
vered for ever from thy Judge, from all frightful 
ideas and apprehenſions of him, as an angty ſe- 
vere judge, and enabled to walk with him all 
thy days, as with bene iodulgent and tender- 
hearted Father. lr Oö o fyoyy or ap 
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| UT what i is all: this to me,: may a poor ſoul 
ſay, though- J afſent unto it, and think I believe 
it? If my faith prove a falſe blaze of fancy, 
preſumption, vain hope, and thou haſt cauſe to 
fear and ſuſpect it, becauſe. i it hath. not, the virtue 
and operation of that plant of Paradiſe; The 


faith een with the faith;of Gov" 5 
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eledt .* Is this thy kaſe many times? Go or- 
def thy cauſe before him, and fill thy mouth 
with arguments; go bow thy knees unto the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſu. 

Aud firſt, Tell him, he knows how thy heart 
is carried forth towards him, only according to 
the terms. and tenor of a, Covenant of Grade; 
and not af Works; thau ſcanſt not by any 
means away with that, that he .ſhould dealſ ant 
do by thee as thou doſt by him; no, thou canſt 
not find] the life of thine hand, as it is ſaid of 
fome; Iſa. Jyiii: 10. f. Ebine hands are not iſuf- 
ficient! for thee, as it is {aid of. Judah, Deut. 8 
xxxiii. 7. And will he trample upon a worm that 
would fain creep towards him, only in that way 
which he himſelf hath chalked out; 1 is: 2 
pleaſing ta h̃mõmüm̃ü² ü 2 hn 
\ -2dly.:2\Herknows: that the ſole; ground of. thy. 
confidence is the precious and: plenteous grace 
of the glorious goſpel of Jeſus' Chriſt, which 
tells thee that Chriſt died for ſinne rs, enęmiss, 
ungodly, impotent ones.“ And aſk him, if he 
have ever a ſoul with him in glory that was 
not dnce ſuch an one That many are ran- 


17 Gol. di. 12.0 Tit. i. 1. 1 Rom. v. on 
Ma. xx. 28, Ib. xxvi. 28. Mark x. 45. 
S070 fomed 
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ſomed and -pardoned by Chriſt, but not "I 
many, why er not ay: he one of thoſe 
many? 

That bn is canes of, « him that th 


eth, nor of him that runneth ; but of God that 


ſheweth: mercy, Rom. ix. 16. “ eyen to the 
priſoners of unbelief; Rom. xi. 32. Theſe, 
and a thouſand ſuch _ ere _ the. 
Goſpel uttereth. ns 75 pA 
+ Aft; him now, Af pres muſt Pap aſhanied?. 
of the Goſpel, as thou haſt been of the Law, of 
thy looking forlife by it? And if he will reject 
this confidence allo, ſo m_ * muſt not 
proſper iu i. Ic 14 . l 1 * Rix 

Jay. Aſk him, if ms vl not à double 
teconcikation plainly taught in the doctrine 
of the Goſpel? The one actually purchaſed by 
the death of Jeſus Chriſt, and acknowledged by 
God at that time; the other at the converſion of 
à ſinner, when he lays down his arms and en- 
mities, and the knowledge of the one is the 
means to the other. Hath God then ſtirred 
up all his wrath” again, and will not ſuffer a 
PR _ Oy Pn ood e ET of fain 


0 Jer. 77. $65 YA tronen. 0,140, 11. 
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« receive the attonement,“ and be made friends 
with him? 

Athly. Aſk him, wherefore hath this Goſpel 
vera brought to thine ears, to thine heart, but 
that thou ſhouldeſt truſt in it, and that perfectly, 
| (rex) even to the end; 1 Pet. i. 13. Did 
he not call thee to © repentance,” and will he 

now repent' of his calling? that cannot be, for 
his gifts and eee are without 90 wy paws. 
Ram. 11. 29. 10 Ei Ai e eit 

Did he not bid eee ees n | 
waters of the ſanctuary? and muft thou now 
fink and periſh 1 to "Mat hey Peter; _ 
| xiv. 30. „ 

Sthly. Tell him * l Goa fully, hon 
thankfully. thy foul *©' ſubmits”: to that . righ- 
teouſneſs which is revealed and offered in the 
goſpel: and none periſh in unbelief, but they 
who are © ignorant” thereof, or fſubmitꝰ not 
thereunto® ; Rom. x. 3. Once, indeed, thou 
wert proud of thine own poor polluted rags; but 
haſt now caſt. them all away, and aid unto them 
with deteſtation, get ye hence; and wilt never 
nn them en again, but bleſſeſt _ with 


1 ol +1 
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8 Phil. iii. 8, 9 2 Pet. i. 1. — ier 88 
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all thy heart and ſoul, for that better proviſion 


made in the goſpel, and would fain appear daily, 
continually before him, cloathed with that righ- 
teouſneſs which Chriſt came on ewe y to eyes 
into the world. Dan. ix. 24. ne 
Sthly. He knows thy — icloſeth - ah 
Chi for Sanctification“ as well as rightebuſ- 
neſs ; to juſtify thy faith, as that muſt juſtify thy 
perſon : it cloſeth with the whole Goſpel, with 
whole Chriſt in all his offices; and that there is 


nothing more deſirable to thine eye, than that 


Holineſs which the Goſpel requireth, promiſeth, 


and promoteth. How fain. would: thy ſoul be 


his glaſs, wherein he might view all his own 
-glaties, virtues, beauties, graces by reflection: : 
and will heibręak this glaſs in pieces: 
Laſtly. Afe him if be will but ſtand to that 
one good ward, ſpoken in his name by his, fer- 
vant, Rom. v. 20. Where ſin abounded, 

gracedid-much more abound 8 This is not the 
ſpayn or ſpume of thy fancy, nor haſt thou met 
. with this ſaying in ſome good book, whoſe author 
might be miſtaken, but if God will make it good, 


5 as thou thinkeſt him bound to do, even for the 


- 


' ! 


glory of, * grace, wiſdom and . chou cankt : 


* 0 1 


; dra Cor. 3 i. 30. 3 I Pet. i ii. 9. rag aper. 


3 3 tell 


* 
* 
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tell where there are . ſuperfluities of naughti- 
neſs*,” and he can tell where there are ſupera- 
boundings, overflowings of grace and mercy; 
and if he will draw up the fluices, thou ſhalt not 
only honour him by believing, but be encou- 
raged to look for more than. ordinary favours 
from him, even becauſe fin hath ſo abounded. 
And is not this the faith that ſnould come? Or 
muſt thou look for another? Or if this be it, 
why then is not thy heart purified, heart and life 
ſanctified by it? Why is it not unto his ſervant 
according to his word? Acts xv. 9. and xxvi. 
18. Plead and preſs this hard upon him, and, 
my ſoul for thine,-he will not deny thee, he will 
not ſay thee nay : you may take not mine but 
the Apoſtle Peter's word for it, that this“ is 


the true Grace of God wherein ye ſtand,” 
1 Pet. v. 12. 


CASE vI. 
Fear of Hypocriſy. 


B UT there is a damp upon thy ſpirit, a 1 
diſcouragement which takes off thy boldneſs be- 
fore him. Thou feareſt, that though thou doſt, 


* James i. 21, 


* 
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as thou thinkeſt, believe and rejoice for a ſeaſon 
in the grace believed, yet it is not likely to laſt 
always, thou ſhalt not be able to hold the re- 
joicing of thy confidence firm unto the end, 
thou ſhalt prove but a temporary, a dunghill co- 
vered with ſnow, which will melt away; thou 
findeſt ſo much hypocriſy in whatever thou goeſt 
about, thou [haſt done much evil without the 
mixture of any good, but never any good with- 
out the mixture of much evil, and the hypo- 
crite is juſtly hated of God and man; the world 
hates him becauſe he ſeems good, and God ab- 
hors him becauſe he only ſeems, and is not truly 
ſuch: and this ſometimes thou feareſt will be 
thy portion, and canſt not diſcover the bottom 
of thy miſery to any fleſh living, and this cer 
long will put an end to thy pleading. Thou 
feareſt that both the gift, and grace, and ſpiritof, 
prayer (if ever thou hadſt it) will leave thee, ac- 
cording to that in Job xxvii. 8, 9, 10. For, 
what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he 
hath gained, when God taketh away his ſoul, 
will God hear his cry when trouble cometh up- 
on him?” Will he delight himſelf in the Al- 
mighty? Will he always call upon God?“ Well, 
- © go. to God in this caſe however; go, order thy 
Fi | 8 ä cauſe 
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cauſe before him, and fill thy mouth with ar- 
guments. 

Firſt. Tell him he, and he alone knows 
whether thou aimeſt not at “ entireneſs *” of 
heart before him, both as to the ſubject, the 
whole heart, which thou wouldſt have kept even 
from © thine iniquity:” and as to the object, 
all his commandments, thou knoweſt not one of 
them, which oy, ſpirit balks or boggles at : but 
the more. pure his word is, the more thy ſoul 
« Joveth” it. 7 | 

Arid alfo, as to the means of Grace, they are 
all dear and precious to thee, and thou wouldſt 
be found in' the uſe of all his appointments ; bid 
him name that thing which he requires, and 
which thou knowingly and purpoſely declineſt; 
And is this the guiſe or way of an hypocrite? 
Only be ſure thy heart reproach thee not. 

2dly. He knows what is the ſecret end of 
thy living, and why thou art deſirous or ſo 
much as content to continue in this world, 
not to ſhare in the pleaſures, or profits, or ho- 
nours thereof +, (the world's trinity, which it 
adores, and ſerves, and ſacrificeth itſelf Ns 
Pf. xviii. 23. Ib. exix. 6. 140. 1 John ii. 16. 
Theſe three are the world's all. 


F to 
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to. be receiving or doing ſome good in thy ſtation 
and generation; and can it Ei thus with an 
hypocrite ? 
3dly. He knows that thou chooſeſt rather 
to be ſickly or poor, or diſgraced, and to walk 
cloſe with him, than in health, wealth, or ho- 
nour, to wander from him, or to lie out at a 
great diſtance from communion with him; yea, 
rather to be following hard after him, though 
thou ſhouldſt never enjoy his glorious, raviſhing, 
tranſporting preſence, while thou liveſt, than to 
ſwim in abundance of carnal enjoyments, and 
to have a heart careleſs of him, eſtranged from 
him. And is it thus TOY an hy poetite i in the 
world ? 
Athly. Tell him thou hadſt rather he ſhould 
know all thy ſecret ſinnings againſt bime, than 
that he ſhould not know all thy ſecret ſighings 
_ and lamentations after him: the world hath ſeen 
and ſtumbled at many of thy miſcarriages, but 
hath not ſeen nor recovered by thy ſecret 
mournings; but“ he ſeeth i in ſecret; ug "and there- 
fore tell him, 7 | 
5thly.. It will not be for his honour to reject 
thee, for all muſt out; all de ſecret e 
ett, M. 8. N 908 
b g o and 
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and pantings, and purſuings after him, muſt be 
known one day : and what would angels and 
men think to ſee ſuch amourner in ſecret caſt off 
to all eternity ? | 

Laſtly. Appeal unto him : he knows thou 
haſt been uſually as earneſt with him for Holi- 
neſs in time of Proſperity, as in time of Straits 
and Adverſity : and is this the manner of hypo- 
crites? Surely no; Uzziah was marvellouſly 
helped till he was ſtrong; but when he was 
ſtrong his heart was lifted up to his deſtruction; 
for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his God; 
2 Chron, iv. 5. and xiv. 15. It was not fo with 
Jehoſaphat, ** he ſought the Lord God of his fa- 
thers, and walked in his commandments *, and 
not after the doings of (backſliding) Iſrael, 
therefore the Lord ſtabliſned the kingdom in his 
hand, and all Judah brought him preſents, and 
he had riches and honour in abundance; and 
his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord.“ 
Piety procures a ſettlement, and that brings off 
the people to an acknowledgment of their ma- 
giltrate, and to a love unto him, and that uſhers 
in plenty and abundance; and an honeſt heart i in 


the midſt of i it all, is d * and nearer to 


* 2 Chron, xvii. ” 
1 


(6.3. 


be up the ark, and lifted it 


nearer Heaven. 


If it be thus with thee, in thy meaſure, there | Bt 
may be and will be ſome leaven of hypocriſy, 15 


which may ſomewhat ſour thy performances, 


which yet upon thy humiliation ſhall be par- 
doned : and thy Judge himſelf, and his deputy 
in thine own boſom, will PROUD nt thou 
art no Mere. *. 24 


{ 
£ 


MW. CASE VII. 
Fee of being ated only by Fear. 


Pars TURE thot ond; reply, 


if though I may prove no hypocrite, yet I ſhall 
prove little better than a ſlave. I fear I am aw- 

ed and ated only by. a ſpirit of fear®,” and 
this is far from a goſpel-ſpirit, from a ſpirit of 


adoption; they are ſet as adverſaries and antipa- 


N thies one againſt another: and if there were not 
à dread of God upon my ſpirit, if deſtruction 


from God were not a terror unto me, I know 


not what would become of me, nor whither ſa- 


— 
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yet go and order thy cauſe before him, and fill 
thy mouth with arguments. 

Aſk him if he have not obſerved, ordinarily, 
thy ſpirit to be more melted and humbled when 


he hath filled thy heart with joy, and thy mouth 


with praiſes, than by any evil felt or feared, 
than by the ſenſe or approach of any evil what- 
ſoever, and is this the frame of a ſlave, or of a 
child ? 

Adly. Tell him it is true, thou feareſ him, 
and ſo do all the ſaints and angels in Heaven 
but it is with ſuch a fear as enlargeth thy heart 
towards him, and doth not ftraiten it; ſuch a 
fear as is an helper of thy joy, not an enemy to 


it; ſuch a fear as furthers the © comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt ®;” ſuch a fear as hath no torment in 


it: : and therefore love though perfected ſhall 
never caſt it out; and thou didſt never ſee a good 
day till this took hold of thee; doſt never enjoy a 
good hour when this doth not overrule thee, It 


is a bitter thing to thee that ever thou wert wwe 
out it, Jer. ii. 19. 


3dly. Tell him it is bim and his goodneſs 
that thou feareſt , his frown, his abſence, his 


* Ifa, lx. 5. P. ii. 11. Ad ix. 31. 1 John 4458 
iv. 18. t Hoſ. iii. 5. Pf, xxviii. 1. Cant. i. 2. 


Ms ; S ſilence, . 
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ingenuity, not of ſlavery, 


1 * 


ſilence, are now more dreaded by thee than all 
his darts and thunders uſed to be formerly: the 


loſs of a ſmile, of a kiſs, a kindneſs, is that thou 
moſt feareſt, and this thou takeſt to be a e of 
Athly. He knows thy voice, and can tell 
whether he hears any of his own language from 
thee or no, how badly and brokenly ſoever it be 
pronounced; z though thou “ chattereſt like a 

crane, or a ſwallow, or mourneſt like a dove,” as 


. - Hezekiah ſpeaks of himſelf; Iſa. xxxviii. 14. 
© Every creature conveys its ſound, its tone and 


tune to the young ones, and none of his children 
are ſtill- born; the ſpirt unties their tongues, and 


ſets them a crying, Abba, Father ;” and he 


knows thou doſt cry ſometimes ; not coldly ten- 


der him ſome dead prayers, but cry, and not as a 


. 


thief at a bar to a Judge, whom he neither loves 
nor hath any confidence in, but as a poor child, 
when in. diſtreſs, who rs Rs aſks his rad OM 
blefing. + 75 

sthly. Deſire bias that * nooks feel thee as 


'  Ifaac did Jacob “; the deſire of thy ſoul is net 


only to have a ſmooth voice, but hands alſo ſo 


far from roughneſs, that he may for ever own 


F Lv 
Bo. 


e thee 


5 


thee as one of the ſeed of Jacob ; thy heart is a- 
gainſt a covenant of works, but for all the works 
of the covenant, 


CASE VIII. 
Senſe of Backſlidings. 


O H, but “ the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherouſly ; yea, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherouſly ;” thy revoltings have 
been multiplied, and thy backſlidings are many, 
and how ſhall. he pardon thee for this? It puts 
God himſelf to a pauſe, to a ſtand, to demur upon 
it; Jer. v. 7. and iii. 19. How ſhall I put 
thee among the children?“ Nay, ii. 29. He 
ſeemeth to put a ſtop to all further pleading ; - 
« Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me, faith the Lord,” Nay, 
which is worſt of all, the Holy Spirit of God 
being hereby grieved, where haſt thou now ano- 
ther friend to ſpeak a good word for thee ? When 
the Father is offended, there is the Son to medi- 
ate for thee : and when Chriſt is diſobliged, yet 
there is the Spirit to intercede for thee; but 
when the Spirit is vexed and quenched, there is 
8 F 4 never 
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never a fourth perſon in the Trinity to make up 
the breach, to compromiſe the difference. Who 
ſhall now put words into thy mouth, or fill thy 
mouth with arguments ? Yet even in this caſe 
try him, if he will not help thee at this dead lift, 
and prove an advocate for thee ; for he himſelf 
hath penned a form of prayer for one in thy caſe, 
Hoſ. xiv. 1, 2, 3. Go then even to this Holy 
Spirit, and fill thy mouth with arguments, 
Firſt. Tell him thoy haſt read or heard of 

| his goodneſs, Pf. cxliii. 10. and of his love; 
| Rom. xv. 30. Not only that which he begets $ 
in the faints, but that which he bears to them; 5 a 
all the world hath had experience of it, the 
church eſpecially ; ; and thou art not altogether a 
| ſtranger te it, and haſt now occaſion further to 
try it, and hopeſt to find it, no whit inferior i in- 
| ferior either to that of the F ather i in giving his 
Son, or that of the Son, in giving himſelf for 25 
thee; though. he. hath. not 'been equally loved, 
And honoured with them, but wofully neglected 
And forgotten. 
| , dy. Aſk him if It, be poſſible for thee to be 
ina worſe plight than When, he firſt had to do 
\ with thee } ? And did he then fall to work upon 
oF N he might have abhorred to "ig his, 


ne 
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fingers with thee, and will he now forſake the 
work of his own hands? Pf. cxxxviii. 8. 

3dly. Thou hopeſt he will dwell in thy duſt 
when death hath done its worſt unto thee, and 
raiſe that again, according to Rom, viii. 11. and 
will he now ſorſake thy ſoul, and not raiſe that 
again, now that ſin and the devil have done their 
, worſt againſt it? for worſe than what hath been, 
thou thinkeſt cannot befal thee. 

Athly. Have not the moſt eminent ſaints that 
ever he dwelt in, had their backſlidings, and ſin- 
ned even againſt that grace wherein lay their ex- 
cellency? were they all reſtored by him, and ſbalt 
thou only be abandoned? _ 

Sthly. Were not all thoſe gracious . 
to backſliders, framed, and filed, and recorded 


by him? Jer, iii. 22. "BEL ye backſliding 


children, and I will heal your backſlidings : be- 
hold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord 


our God.” Hoſ. xiv. 4. I will heal their 


. backſlidings, I will love them freely, for mine 
anger is turned away from them ;” and in many 
other places ; and beg he would teach thee expe- 
rimentally to know what is mega by Cat's 

l healing backſlidings. 
thly. He knows that 8 in 18 ward, 
ever ſo wounded thee, or went ſo near thy heart, 


— 
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as thy tempting and grieving bim hath done; 


and thou art reſolved never to forgive thyſelf, 
though he do, no (as Jometioney, thou e 
not in Heaven. 

7thly. He knows that thou art to this day 
wailing, and wondering, and waiting, to know 
wherefore thou wert ſo left unto thyſelf, and 
that thou art far from wiping thy mouth and 
lighting of it; thou canſt not but think that 
God hath ſome deſign upon thee therein, as he 
had upon Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. 


God left him to try Rs that he might know 


all that was in his heart :” and little didſt thou 


think, when God firſt turned thy heart unto 


| Himſelf, there had been that in it which ſince. 


hath broken forth from it: nor was ever any ſo 
deceived i in thee as thou haſt been in thyſelf “; 
but art refolved now againſt that folly of gegen 
in thine own heart any more. > 


Stchly, Aſk him upon what terms is feſt N 
tered upon thy heart; was it not with a commiſ- 


ſion there to ſtay, how ill ſoever treated or en- 


tertained ? ſo ſays Chriſt, it was agreed on, 


Joh. 14. 16. And I will pray the Fa ather, and 


he ſhall give you another comforter, that he may 
s d you for ever.” GOT? 4 2 5 | 


pPror. xvii. > 
5 | Thou 


l 


Thou wouldſt not for a world have him only 
upon the ſame account the firſt Adam had 
him in his ſtate of innocency, concurring mere- 
ly as a third perſon in the trinity ; but by virtue 
of a relation to the ſecond ; and then he muſt 
never leave thee, he muſt not only alight, but abide 
alſo, as upon the head, ſo upon the members, 
Joh. i. 32, 33. 

Ninthly, Say to him, hereby ſhalt thou know 
that he is God indeed, equal to the Father and 
the Son, and that though all the world ſhould 
conſpire againſt him to un-God him, yet ſhall 
his invincible patience, and inſuperable good will 
raiſe an everlaſting pillar of witneſs in thy boſom ; 
let who will caſt him off, he ſhall be thy God 
for ever; Who is a God like unto thee, par- 
doning iniquities,” Micah vii. 18. is equally 
true of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 8 


4 
— 


CASE IX. 
Senſe of Corruption. 


| Bur ſtill thy heart acheth, and is diſquieted, 
to think that what is ſaid of a Man of great 
wrath, Prov. xix. 19. is alſo moſt true of thee, 
5 fe Auch 


E 
ſuch an one muſt needs ſuffer puniſhment; for 


if thou deliver him, yet thou muſt do it again, 
he'll ever and anon bring himſelf into the briers, 


and this is thy caſe : tho? the ſweet ſpirit of God 


be willing to forgive thee former offences, and 

to fetch, thee off from thy imbroilments, yet is 
he likely to have an heavy hand with thee, con- 
fidering thy coruptions and temptations; thou art 
likely to run upon a new ſcore, to run into new 
rebellions, and there will be no end/ of all his 
labour. Yet in this caſe go and order thy cauſe 
before God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and fill thy mouth with arguments. 


iſt, Aſk him, was not this one great end why 


dur nature was taken into perſonal union with 


the divine t, that the diſeaſes of the one might 


| he healed, by the infinite virtue and purity and 
efficacy of the other? Did Chriſt come only to 
cure the ſickneſſes of the body? or were not all 


theſe cures the types and repreſentations of thoſe 


he came to work upon the ſouls of ſinners ? Sure 
ſuch as touch him by faith, ſhall have their 


bloody iſſues ſtopped, and all other inward diſ- 
t Matt. iv. 23. Mind bim "EVP long 1. haſt 


lain and languiſked of this diſeaſe, lo theſe eighteen, 


tempers 


— 
wy 


it may be eight and thirty years, or longer. Rom. 


32 


4 


4 


ka, 


Sh © Þ 


| tempers cured. In the days of his fleſh © he 


went about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppreſſed of the devil,“ Acts x. 38. and lament- 
able were our loſs by his removal to Heaven, if 
from thence his virtue could not reach us; and 
if he were now on earth, thou art verily per- 
ſuaded thou mighteſt have help from him ; why 
not from Heaven ? 


_ . 2dly. + Did he not die, that fin might die and 


be deſtroyed ? He was not only clothed with 
our nature, but ſtripped by the ſeparation of 
foul and body (though not of the Godhead from 
either) that ſin and our ſouls might be ſeparated ; 
Why doth fin live, ſeeing Chriſt died ? 

3dly. Demand even of juftice, if Chriſt hath 
not fully paid thy ranſom ? Why then art thou 
kept in bonds? Holden with the cords of thy 
fins ; the worſt uſage which the worſt of men 


in this world are threatened with? Prov. v. 22. 


his own iniquities ſhall take the wicked himſelf, 


and he ſhall be holden with the cords of his 


fins ;” the vileſt dungeon to this, without this, 
is a pleaſant palace, a delightful garden, as 
was ſaid by ſome of oe bleſſed martyrs of their 


. Priſons. 


4thly. Complain that theſe corruptions do 


wrong, defile and e that nature which 
Chriſt 
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- Chriſt now wears in Heaven, and hath exalted 
far above the brighteſt Cherub; for he and his 
are all of a piece, Heb. ii. II, and this is a 


thouſand ſhames and pities. 


Sthly. If there be any ſeed of God, any he». 


ginning of that everlaſting work of ſancti fication 
in thee, thou art now become a member of 
his body, of his fleſh and of his bones,” Eph. v. 


30. (for Chriſt never took any but ſanctified 


fleſh. upon him) and how then can he hide him- 
ſelf from his own fleſh ? He would not have us 
do ſo; Iſa. lviii. 7. how can he endure to ſee 
bis own fleſh ſo ſhame fully abuſed ? 


He who made a law that a man ſhould not hide 
himſelf when he ſaw his enemy's beaſt ſink 


5 under his burthen, the aſs of one who 


ated him, Exod. xxiii. 5. Doth he take care 


for oxen and for aſſes? And can he himſelf for- 

? bear to help up the ſoul of one that loves him? 
Ad will he not help with him? Or if thou art 
afraid to ſay thou Joveſt him, becauſe thy heart 


is fo little- with him, yet to be ſure there is a 
poor. ſoul down, and will he not help it up? 
Will he not help it? And that againſt thoſe op- 


preſſors, which are as well the enemies of big” 
128 on and 39 of 415 peace and Adr. 1 


And 


* 


"A 


— 
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B U T, „ thou mayeſt think with 
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And ſurely theſeCanaanites areleftin i the Er 
as it was in the figure. 


To keep down pride, Deut. vii. 22. 

To try whether we will follow the Lord or 
our Juſts, Judg. ii. 23. | 

To teach us war, and to exerciſe our graces, 
Judg. iii, 1. 

To make us to keep more above upon the 
mountains, Judg. i. 34. 
To become tributaries and do our drudgery, 
1 Kings x. 21. God makes our corruptions do 
us ſome ſervice, which our graces cannot do 
without them. 


CASE. X. 
Fear of Affittion.-. 


thyſelf, that (through grace whereunto nothing 


is impoſſible) thou mayeſt be both pardoned and 


purified too in time, but it will coſt thee dear 


firſt, a world of afflictions muſt be expected 


where there hath been ſuch a world of ptovoca- 
tions, and yet remains ſuch a maſs of cotrup- 
tion; and theſe fears of what may come take 
thee 


* 4 its *, 
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| thee off from enjoying what is preſent, Go with 


this complaint to thy judge, that theſe fears may 
be diſarmed, and bound over, no more to moleſt 
thee; go fill thy mouth with arguments, for 
who can ſay his mountain is ſo ſtrong he ſhall 


never be moved ? Or who can foretel or fore- 


ſee the things that may befal him ? even pars 
doning mercy itſelf is no fence againſt this fail 
of affliction. 

Firſt. Tell him whatever comes, it is 2 


| deſire to bear his indignation, becauſe thou ha 


finned againſt him f. Mich. vii. g. and that thy 


ſtubborn uncircumciſed heart may accept of the | 


puniſhment of thine iniquity, becauſe even be- 


cauſe thou haſt deſpiſed his judgments, and car- 


ried it as if thy foul had abhorred his tat utes, 
Lev. xxyi. 43. Nay, A | 
2dly. Tell him that thou badſt rather be un- 


der the ſchooling of his children, than the cock 


ering of his caſtaways ; ; under the ſevere mercy. 


of his diſcipline (as Auguſtin ſpeaks of that of 


te Church) than under the , __ 


em. Ki. 13. Pſ. xcix. * = Avers pt | 


cipiaæ Mi ;Jericordia. Heb. xii. 6, 7. Cato choſe 
rather not to be rewarded when be did well, than 


N got bs be puniſted: when he did amiſs, Plut. in vit. 


del perate 


( 8 ] 

deſperate loſt creatures, whom God hath thrown 
up as a loſt caſe, and will not be at the coſt to 
beſtow another rod upon them; even his cor- 
recting rod as well as his ſupporting ſtaff ſhall 

be a comfort to thee, Pſ. xxiii. 4. No 1 
like impunity. : 
341y. Though jt be infinitely more eligible 
: that way to be humbled and reformed than nat 
at all, yet tell him, if he will be pleaſed to ſpare . 
thee, it will be more for his honour to do-it in 
the midſt of proſperity, becauſe this is more dif · 
ficult and more unuſual z Jer. xxii. 21. I 
ſpake unto thee in thy proſperity, but thou faidſt 
I will not hear: this hath been thy manner fron 
thy youth, that thou obeyedſt not my voice.“ 
Now, what a glory will it be to him, to bore, 
thine ear in the midſt of thy. proſperity. xy. 
4thly. As this will be more glorious for him, 
ſo more uſeful to others. The example of ſueh a 
convert is much more canſpicuous and illuſtri- 
ous; in miſerable ones it is hard to diſtinguiſh 
between 'a devaſtation and a reformation, be- 
tween their trouble for fin, and for ſuffering; in 
perſons not humbled and yet humble, outwardly. 
happy and yet weaned from the breaſts of ſinful 
pleaſures, it is very viſible that it is not abſence 


but abſtinence ; that they do not make a virtue 
Ab 9 of 


7 0-3 

of neceſſity; that it is voluntary not extorted ; 
_ and beſides, men are far more forward to imitate 
the happy than the wretched and miſerable, to 
write after a fair copy than one all blotted and 
blurred, ſoiled and ſullied by the tears and ſweat 
of affliction : the examples only of ſuch as are 
ſome way happy or TEE carry Jer en 

in them, Gal. ii. 144 
*\gthly. Tell him, Bower ſo he will go 
with thee through fire and water, according to 
his gracious promiſe, Iſa. xliii. 2. thou art not 
aftaid to venture, thou wilt interpret it to be bis 
affection as well as his faithfulneſs, his magni- 
fying ofiithee, his ſetting his heart upon thee, 
Job vii. 17, 18. his utmoſt kindneſs u unto thee, 


/  ſeeinghe himſelf ſtiles it ſo, Jer. ix. 7. Be- 


hold I will melt them and try ms RF bee 
elſe ſhall 1 do, what more can I do for the 
- daughter of my people?“ Some affirm, if aknife 
or nevdlebe touched with a loadſtone of an iron 

'__ colour, it will cut or enter into a man's body 
without any ſenſe of pain at all &: it is true of 
afflictions well touched with the loadſtone of di- 
. vine love. Blelled. is the man whom thou 


in 


: 125 „ Carden di ſabr. lib. 65 Mounebanks make 
chaſtencſt * 


ole of this experiment. 
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chaſleneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of 
thy law, that thou mayſt give him reſt from the 
days of adverſity,” Pf. xciv. 12, 13. This then 
is a bleſſed condition, when correction and in- 
ſtruction are linked together“, and thou canſt 
not be happy without it, nor haſt thou been 
over eager after deliverance, when in affliction 
thou haſt enjoyed his precious preſence, 


CASE XI. N Y 
4 4 of (Patti; 


B U T it i is hard to keep in this | ltd ny ie 
comes to the trial, eſpecially when God puts 
forth his hand and toucheth to the quick; when 
he toucheth the bone and the fleſh, then, faith 
the devil of Job, he will never endure that, e he 
will curſe thee to thy face.” Job ig, . 

In extremity of pain, when thy ſpirit is ready 
to fail before him, and the ſoul which he bath 
made, art apt to ſay in thine heart, hefe is all 
that ſweetneſs and tenderneſs thou madeſt thy 
boaft of? „Where is now' thy fea; thy” confi 
mn the OY. of thy ways Aud * 


U 8 2 13 * 


* 


4) 
hope?“ And this may be thy caſe, how ſtrong, 
how healthful ſoever thou haſt been hitherto. 

Vet even then labour to order thy cauſe be- 
fore him, and fill thy mouth with arguments, 
and if our hearts reproach us not, if they con- 
demn us not for ſecret atheifls, and notorious 
- diffemblers, we may have boldneſs and freedom 
of ſpeech in all theſe caſes, 1 Joh. iii. 21. And 
in this caſe it is a ſhameful thing for a profeſſed 
Chriſtian, to know no other way of complaint or 
cure than a beaſt doth, Hoſ. vii. 14. A beaſt 
when, in pain will cry, and may be cured by 
time and remedies; a Chriſtian, indeed, hath a 
: ſpiritual Way of complaining, which affords 
mate eaſe than the natural“: derer in caſe 
of pain, 

Firſt. Joſtify bim ++ awd tell hs thou know- 

<> that be exateth. of, thee leſs than thine ini- 
quity deſerveth,; tell him thoſe, parts that feel 
the. pain, have deſerved, infinitely core than they 

' | feel; call tg mind choſe very times and places, 
Wberein they bave provoked. the eyes. of his 
gory; the , wicked devices of thy. head, the 
defires of thy heart, the pallotions af 

ty ha hag be ths, taifraclagf,, my feft to da evil 


" ener, + b. 6. „ 
36d F355 boah 
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(only take heed of repeating thoſe ſins by any 
curſed titulation or delight in the remembrance 
of them) confeſs the whole body hath deſerved to 
be laid upon the rack in hell, and never let down 
to all eternity. Yet, 

Adly. Make bold to mind him how utterly 
unuſeful thou now art unto him, unleſs he will 
fill and furniſh thee, with ſtrength and patience 
to glorify him i in ſuffering, now that he is not 
pleaſed to employ thee in doing; and if ſo, tho 
thou lie in hell, there ſhall be never a devil i in it 
to torment thee, 

dl. Aſk him if be ean take ny pleaſure in 
thy. pain? If that be agreeable to the incompara - 
ble, ſweetneſs. of his only good nature? If that 
can be ſuitable to the bowels and compaſſions of 
thoſe relations, wherewith he hath condeſcended 
to array. himſelf? Did ever the harſheſt parent 
deat a child (how bad ſoever) all the day long, 
and all the night, or ſo long together without 
intermiſſion? Thus Hezekiah reaſoneth from 
day, even to night, wilt thou make an end of 
me} I reckoned till morning, I thought then he 
would give over; I thought, though ſor⸗ 
row may endure for a night“, yet joy cometh in 


* Pſal. xxx. 5. 


the 


1 8 J 


the morning;“ «© but as a lion, fo will he break 
all my bones, from day even to night wilt = 
ny an end of me.“ Ia. xXxviii. 12, 13. 
Can this ſeverity be conſiſtent with the ſweet- 
eſt relations? and what are the bowels of all the 
relations in the world to Gui's; but flints Dan 
adamants? [ ICE eee 
Ak him then with this: complaint of Job, 
© It is good to thee” that thou ſouldeſt op- 
preſs, that thou ſhouldeſt deſſ pits: the? work of 
thine own hands? Thine hands have made me 
and faſhioned me together round about, yet 


thou doſt deſtroy me: Remember, 1. beſeech 


thee, that tho haſt mide me 8 tlie elay, and 
wilt chou bring me into duſt again?“ {Wilt 


thou pound me into en befote my time?) b 


Job x. 3, 8, 9, &c. 'Or if chat could be his 
pleaſure and his paſtime (which fure it is not) 


yet aſk him if thou art à fit match or mark fof 


- him ? Am a ſea, or a'whale, that thou ſetteſt 
5 A watch over me!: Job vii.” 12. Thete is 4 


eoping with, ſome Leviathan or Behemotfie, may 


be a fit ſubje@ for him that made him, to make 


his ſword approach untoꝰ, his bones are 46 Rrong 


"511 


Job xl. 18. 


pride and a power worthy of his curbing and 


pieces 


* 
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pieces of braſs, his bones are like pieces of 


iron; but mine are not. ſo, © Is my ſtrength the 
ſtrength of tones, or is my fleſh of braſs ® ? 


Alas, no, he knows the contrary, hath he not 
poured me out as milk, and curdled me like 


cheeſe ? which will ſoon crumble under his fin- 
gers: wherefore then hideſt thou thy face, and 
holdeſt me for thine enemy ? wilt thou break a 
poor leaf driven to and fro+, and wilt thou pur- 


ſue the dry ſtubble + ? For thou writeſt bitter 


things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the 
iniquities of my youth; ceaſe from me,” and 
let me alone, that I may take comfort a 
little,” 

And will he not be entreated ? Mind him that 
he himſelf hath told thee, that he doth not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men, to cruſh under his feet all the priſo- 
ners of the earth,” Lam. iii. 33. 34. not the 
4c children of men, much leſs then the children 
of God, his own children; and thou hopeſt thou 
doſt look like one of them 3 yea, that thou art 
one of them. 

Not the priſoners of the earth, and vin ne 
cruſh either with his foot or his hand the free- 


| Job vi. 12. + Job xiii. 24. t Job x. 10. 
N G4 | born 


88 
born citizens of Heaven, thoſe whom the Son 
hath made free, and ſe are free indeed“ and if 
thou art a priſoner, thou art a priſoner of hope, 
thou haſt ſometimes thought, that „ he hath 
looſed thy bands,” and ſaid unto thy foul, go 


forth, and thou eat not 1-4 _ away thy con- 


fidence. | 
Athly. Aſk him, why aig he take pleaſure in 
the pains of his dear Sonf, in cruſhing and 
bruiſing of him as in a wine-preſs ? ſure that 
work in itſelf was no ſuch pleaſing work unte 
him, but only as it made way and gave vent to 
that which is his pleaſure, the exerciſe of love 
and mercyt ; that was but a medium to this end, 


| uu enter lagrevypentad 


WE head, nd heart, and bande, and feet, and fides 
|. — torinented; chat thine might be ſpared? Surely 


445 30 


* 84 4 Joh. vin. 36. Tech. ix. 12. 


vi. 18. er 


and in itſelf a bitter one to God himſelf, ſave 


"Now why did he put him to grief if . 
ceived no ſatisfation thereby? Were not his 


| - thit fins of all believers were punifhed and paid 
| Tor to the full, in and by their ſarety, and are 
Fo. only correAied in | themſelves ; though 1 


II. xlix. 9. kl. * Iſa. lii, 10 f Mic, bh 
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thou haſt cauſe to bewail, and to be amazed at 


the naughtineſs of that heart which calls for 


ſuch rods, yet it ' cannot but be a chearing to 
thee that God is not reckoning with thee, as if 


he meant to fetch his pennyworths, bis compen- 


ſations to his juſtice out of thy ſmartings, 
Laſtly. Aſk him if he himſelf ſmart not in 


thy ſufferings ? If Chriſt himſelf do not ſuffeg 


and bleed afreſh ? If his compaſſion do not al- 
moſt renew and repeat his paſſion, he has loſt his 
old wont elſe ; In all the affliftions of his pro- 
ple he was wont to be afflicied, (even before his 
incarnation, when he had not thoſe bawels. of a 


man that now! he hath,) ifa. kit 9. And 


tho' no pain can have any place in Heaven, yet 
love in its perfection feels ſomething by way of 


ſympathy, not only analogous and pioportionable, 


but infinitely more high 4. e ny 
ean think oft. > $229 
Though, therefore, there: be. 2 ker en 


] height of love expreſſed in his afflicting, than in 


his cockering and carking, yet beg he would ei- 
ther moderate ar withdraw his hand, *©:confis 
dering whereof thou art made, and remembering 


- thou art but duſt,” and thou ſhalt have either 


- ; Cale 


= Bt 
_- . — * 
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eaſe and deliverance, or that which is far better, 


an ample participation in his holineſs*, and 


- * 


a far more exceeding and n weight of 


nr php 
C A SE XII. 
feu, file; or feared, 


| Bw may "EIA ſoul lay; it were well if 


I might eſcape with the ſmartings and ſufferings 
of the outward man, with the pain of the body 
which is but the body of pain; the ſorrow of 
the ſoul-is the ſoul of ſorrow, and either I feel 
or fear defertion ; baving found him whom 
my ſoul loveth, I would fain have held him, 
and not have let him go; I would not let him go 
without a blefing ; nay, I would have the bleſ- 
fing, and keep him too, his preſence: being the 
beſt of bleflings ; but wo unto me when _ de- 


8 T e er] 


Now, though this be thi * 8 ab 
Jolefome condition that can befal thee, yet it is 


 Heither deſperate nor unuſual; go therefore 


even in this caſe, and order thy cauſe 0 


- | Cant. ii. 4. 


him, and fill thy mouth with arguments. 
„ Heb. xii. 10, 11, 12. + 2 Cor. iv. 1 | 


Firſt. 


(9 ] 
» Firſt, Tell him, it is but fit, indeed, that he 
ſhould aſſert his own ſovereignty, by coming or 
going when he pleaſeth “; but why ſhould he 
take a pleaſure to be a hiding God, where he is 
a Saviour? to be a ſtranger in his own land, in 
Immanuel's land, and to be at his own houſe, 
as a wayfaring man that turneth aſide to tarry 
for a night, ſeeing he alone is the hope thereof, 
and the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble? 
% Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midſt of 15 | 
and we are called by thy name, leave us not; ;” 
thus Jeremiah pleads, ch. xiv. 8, 9. 
Adly Make bold to mind his bleſſed Mea 
bor thoſe many engagements made by himſelf 
and Son, never to leave thee, nor forſake thee: 
mib him thoſe promiſes, Joh. xiv: 2. % He 
that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifeſt myſelf 
unto him“? and ver. 23. My father will love 
Rim; and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. And whether thou loveſt him or 
tis, "notwithſtanding thy many practical 'deny- 
ings of him, 'thow eanſt with Peter appeal to 
omniſcieney itſelf, let him judge; Lord, thou 
knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that. I love 
115 of 918 2 | 27 eE + 53.9 nn 
4. 16. i O 44h b 44% Ig > 
His y | vu thee,” 
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ches.“ Job. xxi. 17. Nay, hath. he not faid, 
that he will not caſt off his people, no not for 
all that they have done againſt him? Jer. xxxi. 37+ 
and if not for what they have done, what is 
| there elſe that they need fear? 1 Sam, xii, 20, 
. &c, Fear not, thou baſt done all this wicked- 
neſs, yet turn not aſide from following the 
Lord; tor . the Lord will not forſake bis peo- 
ple, ſeeing. it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you 
his people. He can neither be inconſtant i in his 
love, nor ſo. miſtaken i in N thoice as £0 repent 
thereof. 8 
ah, Tell the: Sun of 8 it. is 
— thou canſt, neither bear his ſhinings, nor 
eclipſes; but much leſs theſe, than thoſe: Thou 
hadſt much rather chooſe to be burnt up by his 


Ts flames and embracings, than to be frozen up and 


ſlarved i in the ſhadow of his abſence; and with» 
drawings: thou hadſt rather gaze out thine own | 
. eyes, than weep, them out; wouldſt rather chooſe. 
to die with Moſes at the mouth of the Lord *, 
baue thy ſoul ſucked out by a kiſs: (as ſome ſay 
his was) than to pine away, from day to day, 
through the hidings of his face, and withholdings 
> of his fawur 1 26/2 FIT Hah its Rome fa 


Deut. xxxiv. 5. 80 Moſes died at the mouth 


. the Lord. Super Os Domini. Mont, 
4thly, 


[ 21 


Athly. Tell him, if thou hadſt never known 
him, thou couldſt have been without him, at 
leaſt without any preſent ſenſe of ſorrow for his 
abſence ; but now having taſted that he is gra- 
cious , in his favour is thy life, and bis loving 
kindneſs is better than life, aad thou canſt not 
make a ſhift to be one day without him, 

gthly. Tell him, if the loſs were total and 
final, it were perfect hell, and rhe worſt of hell, 
the puniſhment of loſs being concluded to be far 
greater than that of fenfe: and if it be but par- 
tial, and for a time, for a moment (as he calls it, 
Ifa. liv: 7, 8. a ſmall moment, though thou 
thinkeſt it an age) yet who can be content to be 
in hell, in an hell above . though but for 
a moment ? 

6bthly, Tell him, he had as good return at 
firſt as at laſt: for as till then thou art ſure to 
have no reſt thyſelf, ſo he is likely to have but 
Metle. Heaven is like to ring out, and thou haſt 
a Warrant under his own Mr to bear thee out 
| In ſuch a reſtleſs importunity : not only the 
watchmen ſet upon the walls of Jerufalem, are 
never to hold their peace day nor night, but 
all ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
- pf. xxxiv. 8. and Ixili. 3. 

i | nol 


LO 
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— 
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not ſilence, and give him no reſt, till be eſta- 


bliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a Pens in 
the earth, Ia. Ixii. 6, 7. 

.7thly. | Aſk him, why was Chriſt forſaken by 
bim, but that Chriſtians might never be ſo? 
Chriſt himſelf. expoſtulated the caſe, and put 
the queſtion upon the croſs, ** My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me And thou 
| boon thoſe living words of his dying Son have 


made ſo deep an impreſſion, that t they will never 
: 8⁰ ro his . ſhall never be en. 


a= 


CASE XIII. 


i ee 


Rudi in Friends, Relotins, Nine C 2 


IVa may 7 ops 0 wi 10 God i is 
| pleaſed indeed to ſpare. me, both as to ſoul and 
body, but yet his hand is out againſt me, and 
lies ſore upon me in my relations, friends, name, 
1 which are no mean ingtedients, either as 
to the ſweetening or imbittering of my cup: yet 
in chis caſe go to bim, order thy cauſe wc 


. and 0 wy mouth. wich bee 


* 


15 Ain, rl 463; fy ITS. © x5 5 | 


wa 


1 
Firſt. Doth he threaten the removal of ſpme 


near and dear relations? Tell him, they are 
pieces of thyſelf, and is he now about to rend 


the caul of thine heart, and hath not fitted thee 
for reſignation? | 


2dly. He knows that the laſt corruption 
mortified in his children, is inordinateneſs of 
affection to relations. When they come to 
die themſelves, and are already dead to all things 
elſe in the world, yet {till the heart hankers after 
theſe; this is next to the ſoul, as the ſhift is to 
the body, and is laſt put off: and is it ſo diffi 
cult to die to relations, when we ourſelves are 
dying, putting off from the ſhore of this world, 
and launching into the deeps of eternity ? have 
we ſo much ado'then to ſhake hands, and bid 
farewel to our friends? What is it then when 
we ſee them plucked from us, when the life of 


all paſſions and affections is whole and ftrong in 


us; ſcarce deadened at all to our enemies, to 
thoſe things we ought to hate, much leſs to our 
friends, to thoſe perſons whom we. ought to 
love ? beg him to conſider and pity thee in this 
difficulty. 

3dly. Tell him, he knows thou tookeſt 


them as tokens and pledges of his love, and wert 


wokt to ſpeak of them in thine heart, in the lan- 


"6 3 | 
guage of Jacob, Ges, xxxv. . 5 Theſe. are 
the friends, the children, the comforts, which 


God bath graciouſly given bis ſervant ;” and 
thou feareſt now that he is about to take them 
away in anger, and the ſignification of the ſtroke 
is that which diſquiets thee, (like the hand- 


Writing upon the walls, „) much more than the 


ſtroke itſelf. 

Athly. Tell. him (Shen mey are 8 or 
coined thau art reſolved never to recruit with 
erestutes. Ak him, if he will be pleaſed to 
ſtand in the breach, and to fill up the gap him- 
felt? He ſays he offers himſelf thereuntot, Heb. 
xli. 2. courting thee to accept of his company 


and ſupply; and if he will make good his offer, 


he ſhall. be better unto thee than ten of thoſe re- 
lations, friends, comforts; yea, than ten thou- 


and ſuch things as he firſt lent thee, or put into 


thy, hand to hold for him, and now bath feen it 
meet t9.call for away from thee, | 3 
„ Schly, Tell him, as for thy name, it is in 


hig keeping, muſt haye'a reſufreclion as well 28 


"of y body, though the one deſerve to rot as well 
-as the other; and if his name were not con- 
de in Ar Aral neither trouble bim 


9 { ; 


4. k-+> 4 
2:4 bang ze 1 1 


: x1 Dan. . 35 = eren. rn 
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„ 
nor thyſelf about it. 1 Cor. iv. 3. With me it 
is a very ſmall thing to be judged of men.” 
6thly, He knows, that though thy liquo · 


riceneſs after creatures has coſt thee dear, yet it 
hath been the endeavour of thy ſoul to live 


upon him alone, in the midſt of all other com- 
forts, to make him thy all, above all, with all, 
who ſhall hereafter be all, without all ; and that 


in the mean time, thou mighteſt live upon him 
without other things, if it ſhould pleaſe him to 
ſtrip thee of them, as knowing that there was a 
worm at the root of thoſe gourds, which would 
one day deprive thee of their refreſhing ſhadow ; 
and he knows that ſometimes when friends have 
failed, though at firſt thou wert amazed, yet 
upon recollection thou haſt rejoiced to find thy- 
ſelf laid at his door alone for help, and thou haſt 


found him alone all-ſufficient for thee, and he 


hath done that alone which he would not ck in 
conſort with ſecond cauſes, 


Laſtly. He knows how often thou haſt of- 


| fered him (if he would ſend thee) to go after 
thoſe-antient ſervants and ſufferers for his name, 


Heb. xi. 37, 38. to wander about in ſheep- 
ſkins and goat-ſkins,” ſo that leathern outſide 
might be well lined with divine love; © to 
eg in mountains,” ſo thou mighteſt be 
| H . nearer 


7 
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nearer to him; “ in deſarts, ſo he would not 


deſert thee, ſo he would not be a wilderneſs or a 


land of darkneſs to thee,; © in dens and cayes 
of the earth,” ſo they might be furniſhed and 
beautified, gilded and glorified with his preſence, 
his precious all-ſufficing preſence, 

And he makes but a bad bargain, who takes 


more of what is leaſt, and is content to be put 


off with leſs of what is moſt, which thou wilt 
never be (through his grace) while thou liveſt. 


y 
: 


CAS E XIV. | 
Dek from croſs Providences. 


VII v thou el Cas ad 3 fays though he 

- ſpare the main branches, I am often afraid of 
_  Jopping by ſome particular unexpected Provi- 
* - dences; a little center of fear or trouble ſoon 
darkens the whole circumference of joy and 
pleaſure, and on a ſudden, many times the whole 
Heaven is black with clouds and wind, when at 


firſt nothing appeared but a little cloud, ficut 


vola hominis, like a man's hand, which. one 


would hate thought would eaſily have been 


blown over (as Athanaſius ſaid of the Arian 
Rape Me eft cito 1 but it proves 


1 


t 9g 1 
far otherwiſe, and. who kan ſay at all times a3 
Solomon once did to Hiram, 1 Kings v. 3 


No the Lord my God bath given me reſt 


on every ſide, ſo that there is neither adverſary 


nor evil occurrent;” if not now, yet thou 


knoweſt not how ſoon thou mayeſt meet with 


| many adverſaries, 1 many evil. occurrents? Yet in 


this caſe go unto thy C Gad, order thy cauſe before 
him, and fill"thy 1 mouth with arguments. | . 
Aſk him if thy dependance, be not on him 
alone, for directlon, for ſucceſs i in all thine un- | 
dertakings and concernments : he knows thou 
haſt no other friend. to rely « on for counſel or aſ- 
ſiſtance, and with him the friendleſs and fatherleſs 
uſe to find mercy * XY becauſe our, faith honours 
him, he uſeth to bonour it T. The kin, 
truſteth in the Lord, and through the mercy o 


the moſt high he char kot miſcarry,“ Pf. xxi. 7. 


4 Thou wilt keep him 1 in perfect peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe be truſteth in 
thee,” IA. xxvi. 32 


Nay, he is pleaſed ſometimes to make our 


| faith the rule of his favour, and as it were to 


give himſelf captive into the hands of out faith, 
to be ſuch unto us a5 we would have him to be: 
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Matt. viii. 23. Go thy way,” faith Chriſt 
to the Centurion, % and according as thou haſt 
believed, ſo be it done unto thee,” Beg him to 

ſo unto thee ; he knows for what aha haſt 

ewes on him. 
Adly. Hath it not been thy manner to go to 

kim, and beg him to go along with thee even in 
thine ordinary and ſmalleft matters“ (unleſs thou 
' haſt been ſurprized, and in theſe it is that men 
| for the moſt part miſcarry, and ſometimes ſtum- 
- ble fatally, as Adonijah did in afking of Abiſhag, 
and Hezekiah in ſhewing his treaſures ; - men 
are jealous and timerous in great matters, and 
dare not but carry them to God, but think that 
mall ones are within their own maſtery : they 
need not trouble him about them, and that ruing 
them, but it is not wont to he ſo with thee. . 
Aly. Thou doſt not uſe after-vows to make 
77 ATED +; to come to him with all thoughts 
5 made up beforehand, fully reſolved what courſe 

thou wilt ficer, ; as the Jews did about their jour- 
' *mey into Egypt; no, but in an equilibrious 
frame of ſpirit, he may turn the ſcale with 3 
touch of his finger which way he pleaſeth; doſt 
; thou uſe to let thy father choole for thee, as be- 


+ * 1 Kings ii. 20, 23. Us, r. 4,6. .t Jer: 
; F li. * 6. 20, 21. ver. 7 St - 
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ing unable, unfit to chooſe for thyſelf, and can 
he chooſe amiſs? 

Athly. Ask him, if thou didf not caſt thy- 
ſelf upon him, beg mercy and direction in that 
very thing which hangs now like a thick cloud 
over thine head, and threatens thee with ſtorms 
and tempeſts; even Saul is afraid to engage 
without firſt -arming himſelf by ſacrifice and 
ſolemn ſupplication, 1 Sam, xiii. 12. but the 
ſoul takes it ill to miſcarry when it hath done 
ſo: not forcing itſelf, as Saul did, but acting in 
a a ſpirit of ingenuity ;z it then expoſtulates with 
the Lord, as the Shunammite with the prophet ; 
2 Kings iv. 28. Did I defire a ſon of my 
Lord? Did I not ſay, do not deceive me“ 
thly. Didſt not thou think at firſt, that 
the thing was from the Lord, and that he gave 
thee encouragement therein, as Jacob pleads 
with him in this very caſe; Gen. xxxii. 9, 
12. Thou ſaidſt unto me, return, and I 
will deal well with thee, Thou ſaidſt thou wouldſt 
do me good, and wilt thou now ſuffer my bro- 
ther to come to ſmite me (as I fear he will do) 
and the mother with the children? | 


Nay, didſt thou not begin to rejoice in that | 
Providence, i in that relation, in that buſineſs, as 
dropt from a father's hand? Aſk him if he mult 
. H 3 now 
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now be aſhamed of thy. hopes, and, repent of thy 


| rejoicings; and the good thoughts thou hadſt 


conceiyed of him? Shalt: thau find a ſtone in- 


flead of bread, and inſtead of a fiſh. a ſerpent? 
No l one, who knows him better than ſoz, bath 
| aſſured thee of the contrary, Luke xi. 10, 1, 
Kc. and therefore at the worſt, it ſhall but, prove 


to due. it can Mer 
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Bor whatiwitl it-avai} me (may ſome fad afoul 


S 


ernments; if in the mean time Tlie under 
the laſh of ſpiritual judgments, much” blindneſs 


of mind, hardneſs of hehtt, deadneſs, coldneſs, 


Aiſtractions, inſenſibleneſs of ſpirit in holy du- 
ties, under heavenly ordinances; barrenneſs, un- 


 * profitablenels, unſuitableneſs to all the coſt and 


care, and pains that God beſtowys upon me. 


This is a caſe, indeed, wherein thou haſt need 0 


to beſtir thyſelf, to order thy cabfe before: him, 


and to fill e with Sede Nats 


tel bim, 


5 ' 


Hay) that no rod toueheth me in any of my outward 
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Firſt. That of all judgments, he knows that 
wires ones are the moſt dreadful, though leaſt 
ſenſible; theſe, though judgments from him are 
ſins in us, and ſin is the worſt of evils, nay, the 
only evil; theſe lay a load upon the ſoul, the moſt 
noble and precious part, no matter if the carcaſe, 
the cabinet were a ſo the jewel were pre- 
ſerved, 

Theſe are ente of the higheſt indignas 


5 tion®, the ſaddeſt ſymptoms, the moſt fearſ ul « ear- 


neſt of damnation. 
Theſe do evidence, that there is no union 
with Chriſt+, the end whereof is fruitfulneſs, no 
ſkreen betwixt the ſoul and wrath, for the earth, 
which (though it drinketh in the rain that com- 
eth oft upon it) which beareth thorns and briars 
is rejectedt, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe 
end is to be burned,” Heb. vi. 7, 8. They 
who are not for fruit muſt be for fuel; if not for 
9 burning. 5 
Plead""\erefore as for life, that (unleſs he 
mean to damn thee eternally) he would make 
all his ordinances helpful, ſweet, ſucceſsful, pre- 
cious and profitable unto thee. ; 
2dly. - Aſk him, who poured the oil of con- 
ſecration upon their heads, whoſe appointments 


. 2 Thel. ii, 12. + Rom. vii. 4. f Ezek. xv. 6. 
2 | Hs arg 
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are they? Whoſe image and ſuperſcription do 
they bear? And urge, that it is not for his bo- 
. - our, that they ſhould prove ineffectual“, that 
thou ſhouldſt go and come from the place of the 
holy, and yet remain unholy; that thou ſhouldſt 
weary thyſelf with lugging at dry breaſts, which 
hath occaſioned ſo many in our days (through 
their proud impatiency) to lift up their heels 
- againſt them: no, let unuſefulneſs be found 


2 5 written upon all anti- chriſtsꝰ inventions, not up- 


on any of Chriſt's inftitutions, 
Zdly. Mind him, that in the viſible creation 
all light is a kind of flame, though very thin and 
exceeding ſubtle + z It is undeniably true of the 
light of the ſun; which being contracted and 
thickened in-a glaſs, is wont to burn ; now, 
why is it not ſo in the new creation? Art thou 
not a child of the day ? Is not the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs riſen upon thee? Why is there not 
hent proportionable to all the light thouggjoyeRt ? 
Why ſhoald thy hardneſs of heart bx increaſed 
thereby, rather than abated ? As the earth is in 


.__ -- »  a:froſty night, though the moon then walken 
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Athly. Make bold to mind him, that ſuch is 
the energy and efficacy of his law of nature, that 
all ſpirits do move and ſtir in their appointed 
ſeaſons “; wine in the veſſel is wont to work 
when the vine trees flouriſh ; the characters of 
ſome fruits imprinted on children, at the time 
when the ſame fruits are in ſeaſon, are of a more 
lively red than at other times, and in ſome per- 
ſons do riſe, and ſwell, and grow big like the 
ſruit itſelf, mulberries, or the like; yea, the 
ſtains thereof in linen, are ſaid at that time to 
come forth, and not before +: the cauſe is, (be · 
- ſides the power of reſemblance) the diſpoſition of 
the air at that ſeaſon, which by the power of 
God's appointment, is fitly inclined to raiſe up 
_ like ſpirits wherever they are. 

And hath. he not made as powerful laws i in 
| matters of the inviſible creation as of the viſible ? 
Are there no ſpirits in his. ſpiritual, appoint- 
ments; No law to make our ſpirits move and 
ſtir in thoſe ſeaſons. of love and grace? Why 
do the wonders of nature remain, when thoſe of 
grace ſeem to ceaſe? Vea, we ourſelves find our 
ſpirits move and ſtir with a wonderful titilation 
and * at our near een to ſome dear 


0 18, ibid. p. . 87. 7 cur. p- {Envy 
- rolacians; 


d * 
As why ſhould not our ſouls feel the 


ſame, when we draw near to our beſt friends? 
Our deareſt Father, ſweeteſt Saviour, only Com- 


forter ? David felt it ſo, Pf. cxxii. 1, 2. 1 
| was glad when they ſaid unto me, let us go into 


the houſe of the Lord, our feet ſhall ſtand with- 


in thy gates, O Jeruſalem.” 
Sthly. Mind him that it is one of bis crown- 
Jaipels, his peculiar prerogative, to teach his peo- 


ple ſo as to profit; Iſa. xxxviii. 17. Cathedram 
| Gabet' in celis qui corda docet. He who ſpeaks to 


the heart ſpeaks from Heaven“, hath his pulpit 


there, one from the dead cannot do it, an angel 
from Heaven cannot do it; Rev. iii. 7. ½ . 


be, e if he be not opening (though he do 
pothing to ſhut) no man can open.? 
But if he will be the teacher, it matters not 


has the ſcholar be; he hath no fellow at it; 
„Who ne like oath Fry ange . f 


XXxxvi. 2. 
thlr. Mind ww fol his r not only 


that he will teach, but paſſively that his people 
shall be taught; Joh. vi. 45. eſpecially the 


humble; and it may be thou canſt ſay upon 


thine on obſerration, I never was proud of any, 
thing, never Ee of * greg n bas A * 
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miſſed it; of any good enjoyed, but I loſt it: 
God will not ſuffer thee to be proud upon any 
terms, he will rather have thee humbled by thy 
fins, than proud of thy graces; and ſeeing he 
hath laid thee and keeps thee ſo low, will he not 


: teach thee ? 


Ithly. Mind kim of his 1 al along, 


from the creation to this day; which of al: his 


faints could not ſay as well as David, ““ Thou, 
O God, haft taught me-from my youth up until 


now.“ Pr, Ixxi, 17. Nay, he teacheth the huſ- 


bandman; Iſa. xxviii. 26. For his, God 
doth inſttuct him to diſeretion, and doth teach 


bim.“ Now, put him to it and ſay, Lord, art 
thou the ploughman' 8 


And doſt thou 
teach him? And wilt tho not be my God, to 
teach and to inſtruct me; to make me wile to 


i falvation ? For ** this alſo (if any thing) muſk 


come from him who is wonderf 
excellent in working.“ 

Sthly. His goodneſs puts anot r argument 
into thy mouth; Pſ. cxix. 68. Thou att 
good and doeſt good (and if ever thou wouldſt do 
yi 2 good turn) O teach me thy ſtatutes. 

gthly. Appeal unto him if it be not thy 
Pace.” (a knowing the unfitneſs and unſuit- 


| in counſel, and 


* 
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ableneſs of 'thine heart to any holy ſervice) to 
caſt it into his hand, and thence to expect it 
(when the duty calls for it) of another tincture, 
put in kelter, and fitted thereby for ſpiritual 
motion ? 

_ Tothly, He knows it is the devil, and his 


agents and factors thy corruptions, which do 
diſtract and diſturb thee; and would any parent 


endure that his ſlave ſhould abuſe his child. be- 
fore his face, when he is upon, his knees for a 
bleffing, or comes to receive his commands? Af 
him how he can endure to ſee his execrable ſlave 
inſult over thee before his face? And doth not 
rate away that cur and pluck him off, and fling 
him down to hell from whence he came? Why 
will he not do it? It is the reproach of Sena- 
cherib's idol, that they who cume out of bis | 
bowels flew him there ; 2 Chron. xxxii. 21. in 
the houſe of his God, under his idol's noſe, in 
the very act of worſhipping ; 2 Kings xix. 
„and he could not protect him. Tel 
che Lord thy God, the only true God, the 
| Iiving. God, it will not be for his honour, 
chat thou ſhouldſt be continually | baffled and 
abuſed by Satan, and thoſe that come forth out 
of thine own bowels, when thou ſetteſt thyſelf 
5 to worſhip him, he looking ons who alone is able. 
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to reſcue and relieve thee, whoſe glory the de- 
vil ſtrikes at herein, as well as at thy peace and 
ſafety. | Rs! ; 
'xithly, Tell him, if he will allow thee no- 
thing at preſent, but the comfort of obedience 
to ſweeten thy attendance upon him, yet that 
ſhall not diſcourage thee, that ſhall not rid him 
of a cuſtomer ; his work on earth as well as in 
Heaven, is both work and wages ; not only for, 
but in keeping his commandments there is 
great reward ;” Pf, xix, 11. It i is joy to the 
Juſt to do judgment ;”” Prov. xxi. 15. and 
through grace, it is ſo in ſome meaſure to thy 
, poor ſoul, 
Laſtly, When at any time thou art afraid to 
go away from an ordinance utterly unregarded, 
from a ſermon, from a ſacrament, from off pray+ 
ing ground, and no notice taken of thee: ſay fe» 
cretly in thy heart, Lord, I am here; thy poor 
client, whom thou knoweft ſo well, 10 here am I; 
Not one word? Not one look ? Not one toned | 
this day, in this duty ? | 
Say with her in Judges i. 15, Give me a bleſ- 
fing, for thou haſt given me a South land, a dry 
land, give me Al ſprings of water®;” and 5 


” 
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Father will be as liberal as her's was, he will 


| give | thee the uppet ſprings, and the 'nether 


ſprings; it is well he finds thee there; though 
thou-doſt not yet find him, thou es in En 


Er een it Ot ie. | 1 . 
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Bo UT T all det W . ſome doubting 
ſoul ſay) for ought 1 know may prove in vain: 
for I have thoughts and opprefling fears ſome- 
times, that a God ſo high, holy and happy, is | 
not at all concerned, minds not the addreſſes of a 
worm ſo woful, ſo ſinful, ſo full of diſtreſſes and 
diſtractions, no more than a man minds the mov= 


ings or murmurings of flies or bees, which move 
Twifteſt or hums ſwee eſt: for we are infinitely 


leſs to him than they are compared with us; and 
fometimes I find no anſwer at all, or ſo ſtrange 
and contrary, 1 that my fears ate ſtrengthened and 
confirmed. 

U Now, though this temptation cannot prevail | 
far upon thee (at leaft not finally) if thou art a 


5 conſtant pleader with God, yet it is needful, 
| Ne: it doth but ſhew itſelf, to go and order thy 


cauſe : 


an 


cauſe before him, and fill thy mouth with argue 
ments againſt it. a 
Firſt. Call to mind how God himſelf bath 
| 3 the contrary, and tell him thou dareſt 
not queſtion the truth of his engagements; Pſ. 
exxxviii. 6. Though the Lord be high, yet 
hath he regard to the low ly; he doth not at all 
forget himſelf when he remembers thee; nay, he 
ſets forth himſelf in all his ſublimity and glory, 
when he profeſſeth the greateſt kindneſs and con- 
deſcenſion to thoſe who judge themſelves, leaſt 
capable of it; Iſa. lvii. 15. Thus faith the 
high and lofty one, that inhabiteth eternity, 

i * whoſe name is holy, I Uwell in the high and 
„ _ holy place;” here is enough to make all the 
| - creatures that ſhould hear it exceedingly to fear 

and quake (as it is ſaid of Moſes, Heb. xii. 21.) 
and yet what follows? What a ſoft ſtill voice 
after all this thunder? *I dwell alfo with him 

that is of a broken and humble ſpirit, to revive 
the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 

of the contrite ones.” So that he who is brought 

| below the condition of a creature, broken and 
crumbled to nothing, may yet be 2 compation 
for this high and katy one. So in Iſa. Ixvi. 2. 
„Though Heaven be my throne, and the earth 
my. footſtool, yet to this man will I look that is 
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Poor and of a contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth 


at my word.“ Aſk him now, whether this be 
the preſumption, the device of any, creature, or 


bie own diſcovery which he hath made of -bim- 


ſelf : and tell him with an holy plainneſs and 


boldneſs, that be hath now enſnared himſelf (if 


| thou mayeſt with reverence, ſay fo) with the 


words of his -mouth, he cannot. go back, and 
thou haſt no reaſon to think he hath any incli- 
nation ſo to do. Lord, thou haſt heard the de- 


ire of the humble ;“ Pſ. x. 17. 4 Ay, and he will 


regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not ww 
their prayer.” PC. cli. 17. 

adly. Tell him it is true the diſtance OY 
and wide; and infinite, far above that betwixt 


thee and the ſillieſt fly, which thou canſt fillip to : 


death at thy pleaſure; yet he hath given thee a . 


capacity of communion with him, which cha 


melt have not with us; and thou doſt often 


N 


Vyoea infinitely more than ſo, 12 | 
5 e Ina Pom, plead then with Ne+ 
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obſerve, that a parent is more taken with his 


bttle ones liſping and offering at words, than 


with all the rhetoric of the moſt florid and fluent 


. oratox in the world *; and like as a father bath 


þowels of tenderneſs towards his children, ſo, 
hath the Lord to- 
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' hemiah, ch. i, 11. “ O Lord, I beſeech thee, let 
now thine ear be attentive to the ptayer of thy 
ſervant, and to the prayer of thy ſervants, who 
. defire to fear thy name.” 

3dly. Tell him thy confeldite; thine own 
| book as well as his (the ſcripture)” aſſures thee, 
he takes notice every time thou ſinneſt againft 
him, why not every time thou prayeſt and ſigheſt 
after him ? Pf, exxxix. five firſt verſes. O 

Lord, thou haſt ſearched” me and known me,” 

&c, Hear what a great writer affirmeth , 
Chriſt even as man, with his human eyes, feey 
- all the wrongs we do or ſuffer, hears 'all our 
| - _ prayers with his ears, records all our doings 

| betcauſe the hotteſt fire on earth cannot impart. 
is beat to bodies ten miles. diſtant, cannot the 
ſun to bodies more than ten hundred thouſand _ 
"2 miles diſtant? Chriſt's glorified human naturs, 
7 A 5 Moing perſonal union with the Son of God; 
| may not be meaſured or bounded by other ien's 
faculties ot perſections. The man Chriſt Je- 
ſus is Mediator,“ 1 Tim. ii. 5, “ and ſhall be 
Judge, Acts xvii. 31. And if the man Chriſt 
Jeſus hear thee, will he not anſwer graciouſly ? | 

bby: were on earch thou n 2 
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Achly. Tell him, that moſt men are quick of 
lag ben any thing is ſaid that pleaſeth them, 
and aſk him whether he be more forward to mind 
what is moſt contrary, than what is moſt agreea- 
ble to him? That which gives occaſion to exe- 
cute vengeance, his ſtrange act, Iſa. xxviii. 21. 
or to exerciſe mercy, his delight and pleaſure; 
Mic. vii. 18. he profeſſeth to liſten and hearken 
after the language of repentance; Jer. viii, 6. 

after holy conference; Mal. iii. 16. The 
Lord hearkened and heard it,” and thou haſt no 


NT reaſon in the world to doubt it ; 1 Joh. v. 14, 15. 


< And this is the confidence that we have in him, 
that if we aſk any thing according to his will he 
| Heareth us, and if we know that he hear us, 
whatſoever we afk, we know that we have 
8 that we deſired of him.“ Iſa. lix. 
„ Behold the Lord's hand is not ſhortened 
tit cannot ſave, neither his ear heavy that it 
' © cannot-hear;*” but there is a great objection, 
ver. 2. Four iniquities have ſeparated be- 
"tween you and your God, and your fins have 
hid his face ou . that he wil not hear,” 
Well yet, 
_ $thly. Tell him, thou muſt not only.. 20 
contrary to thy conſcience, but to thy experience 


8 n alſo to ſuſpect him: for thou canſt not but ac- 
\ Knowledge that many a time thy prayers have 


been 
5 Soi 


been nearer unto him; 1 Kings viii. 59. (as 
letters are ſtuck in the window which we intend 

to anſwer) many a time hath he been nigh unto 
thee in all the things thou haſt called on him for, 
Deut: iv. J. never hadſt thou more ſenſible an- 
fwers from a man than thou hadſt from thy God; 
thou canſt point to many a metcy as ſſie did to 
her child; 1 Sam. i. 27. and ſay; „for this 


mercy I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my 


petition which I aſked of him. Many a time haſt 
thou had that great privilege to be one of thoſe 
that are near unto him: Pſ. cxlviii. 14. and 
this nearNeſs to God in prayer, when thou haſt 
come to thank; him for. mercies; it bath rene wed 


their ſweetneſs, it hath exceeded itz when to beg 
mereies ſpiritual, it hath} been a pledge of 'them, - 
2 part of them. Temporal, it hath been an evi- 
dence of a gtant of them, or of what is as good, 
yea, itſelf hath been better; this experience 
thou haſt had of nearneſs to God in prayer, and 
it ĩs not the ſin committing, but tlie ſin regard- 
ing ſinner, whoſe prayer the Lot will not hear. 
& But verily God had heafd me, he hath attended 


to the voice of my prayer,” and therefore I hope 
I am not ſuch an one in his account and eſtima- 


tion, PC. Ixvi. 18, 19. It may be tliou canſt ſay, 


% In the day when I cried thou anſweredſt me, 


and emed me with ſtrength in my ſoul, 
12 "++. 


— 
” 


. 
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Pc exxxviii. 3. and that 1 the; beſt n 

of anſwer to prayer, and therefore thou canſt not 

_ call his hearing in queſtjon, unleſs thou wouldſt 

ſay with this complainant (in the worſt ſenſe 
that can be put upon theſe words) Job ix. 16. 
Ik. 1. had called, and be had anſwered, yet | | | 
would. IL not believe that he had anſwered; tomy : 
voice. It looks indeed like the language of a 

eee, and invincible unbelief; as when 

2 man will not believe his petition! granted, 

though he ſee it granted: but it is rather the lan- 
guage of ſubmiſſion and ſelf-denial, though: 1 
ſpeed never ſo well in my pleading, in my pray- 
ers, yet I will never believe that it is for any | 
_- worthineſs in mel or them, no it is not to my' - | 
volk, but to the voice of a good friend of mines. - 
my Mediator, that God hearkens, and for his 
ſake it is that he fo: graciouſly anſwers; wait 

- ' therefore, patiently for the Lord, and he will in- 
cline unto thee; and hear thy ey. Ff. xl 1. He 
never yet prepared any heart ee boy he alſo 
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| | 1925 AS E XVII. 
Fear that God cannot delight in bes. a Sinner. 


. may ne beleiaz Sinner find cauſe of 
complaining, and fay, Things may and do run 
ſmooth, and God is many ways kind unto me, 85 
yet it can take no place in my heart, that ever 
he can take any ſpecial delight in one that hath 
been fo ſtained, ſo corrupt. Sure Chriſt himſelf 
after ſuch 'pollutions, provocations, prevarica- 
= tions, abuſe of ſo much light and love, will never 
look nor ſpeak ſo kindly as formerly, or as he 
would have done, had it not been for theſe diſ- 
ſervices and diſ-obligements which I have put 
upon him; yet try him, and order thy cauſe be- 
| fore him : 1 fill thy mouth with arguments 
| - inal humility, 
_ Firſt, Aſk the Lord Jeſus if it be not his work 
to reconcile, and is the Reconciler himſelf ſo 
hard to be reconciled ? Is the wrath of a Lamb 
ſo terrible? Indeed, when the great day of his 
-..” wrath is come it will be ſo, and who then ſhall 
be able to abide it“? But this is not 11 caſe . 


— — 
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yet. Mind him, that the wiſdom which is from 
above is genile, and eaſy to be entreated," , 
James i iii. 17. and ſhalt thou not find the * 


tial wiſdom of the Father to be ſo f Is it ſq 
where there is but a drop, and not ſo where 


| there is the whole ocean? It is the ſickly child 


— 


that hath moſt need of being dandled upon the 
bay Ifa. Ixvi. 12. The heart of Chriſt is ay 
t a receptacle for our ſorrows of all ſorts, as 
the eye is of colours, (as one ſaith) and is it 
Mut up in endleſs diſpleaſure againſt thee only! 
- Can any dregs of wrath ſettle” there, unleſs to- 
wards the veſſels of wrath'? But, Zeph. iii. 7: 
. * The Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is 
mighty : He wil ſave, he will rejoice over thee 
with j Joy: He will reſt in bis love, he will joy over 
thee\with ſinging.” And what more can be faid 
to aſſure thee of his delighting i in thee? _, 
© 2dly,-Doth not the ſweet ſavour of Chriſt's 
- acrifice, the odour of his interceflion, ſo diffuſe 
itſelf, and fill heaven, that the ſtench 5 thy ſins 
cannot enter * Surely were it not for that per- 
, fume, God. could never endure the ſtinking 


dunghill of this world ſo Dear 155 to be as 1 
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an Plead what Chriſt himfelf puts into thy 
e Matth. xviii. 13. that the owner of the 
flock looks with more joy and pleaſure, and de- 
light, upon a poor ſtrayed ſheep that is recover- 
ed, than upon the whole flock that never ran that 
hazard; and hath not Chriſt a long time had 
thee in his arms, in his boſom, upon his 
ſhoulder, to bring thee back to his fold and 
favour +? It is a recovering church and people 
which Chriſt is ſo taken with, and terms alone 
for delights,” Cant. vii. 6. one that had been 
forſaken and deſolate, whom the Lord is ſaid to 
delight in, Iſa, Ixii, 4. Thou ſhalt no more 
be termed Forſaken, and Deſolate, but thou * 
halt be called Hephzi-bah, for the Lord de- 
lighteth in thee,” It is to a reforming people, ©” 
that the Lord engageth, that all nations all. 1 
call them bleſſed: for he ſhall be a deli 1 
land, ſaith the Lord,” Mal, iii. 12. and is not 
reſormation that which thy ſoul laboureth and 

longeth after? 
It is a repaired, A re-edified temple, that the 
Lord promiſeth to take pleaſure in, Hag. i. 8. 
And is not this the work which his Spirit is 
about in thee, to raiſe up the tabernacle of Da» 
| vid that i is fallen down? | 


+ Iſa. xl. 11. Luke xv. 5, | 
e It 


t 


It is certain he taketh no pleaſure in the death 
ol him that dieth, ſurely then he taketh pleaſure 
in the life of him, who through his abundant 
rich grace in Chriſt Jeſys recovereth, Ezek. 
xxxiii. 10, 11. 55 Therefore, O thou ſon of 
man, ſpeak unto the houſe: of Iſrael, Thus ye 
ſpeak, ſaying, If our tranſgreſſions and our ſins 
be upon us, and we pine away in them, how 
ſhould: we then live? Say unto them, As I live, 
faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure i in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from 
Four evil ways; for 29200 will yo eg Q bows | 
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Athly, Ask Aſk whether thou art Machen e 05 as in 


; | 6 thyſelf, or as “ in Chriſt , * in thy Suroty, thy 


"ſecand'Self, thy Head, thy Huſband ?' and a fair 
face gives the denomination of Beautiful to the 
Whole perſon, and ſo makes it a delightſome ob- 
Jetz: It is oniy his comelineſs put upon Nr ir 
make thee lovely, Ezek. xvi. 14. 
Sthly, Aſk whether he look on thee as in 5 
$teſent Rate and Ration, or as he {hall ſee thee, 
after a little while) to all eternity? for to him 
who ins 1 in Wat bag tower diy 1 6. ee is 
EEK . £4 4 RG, 


= 
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nothing paſt nor to come, but all things are 
alike in one perpetual now, preſent beſore 
bim. Now within a while Chriſt will preſent to 
himſelf (that he may take a full view of her,) 
and then to his Father, “ a glorious church, not 
having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but 
holy and without blemiſn, Eph; v. 27. and it 
now he view thee in that eternal glaſs, he may 
well ſay, „Thou art all fair my mY tov 5 
no ſpot in thee,” Cant. iv. 7 | 
- Gthly, A ſupper, a feaſt is for delight” 1 

chearfulneſs, and even till ſupper time doth 
Chriſt wait to be gracioùs, till the ſhadows of 
the evening be ſtretched out, till his head be wet 
with the dew, and his locks with the drops of 
the night. Rev, iii. 20. Behold I ſtand at the 

door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him; and will 


ſup with him, and he with me. Now, wouldſt 


thou not fain have ſuch a gueſt, whodwayebiings 
his coſt with him, who is both gueſt and entertain- | 
ment? Doth not thy ſoul © cry out to bim, 
» Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, where- | 
fore ſtandeſt thou without?“ Gen. xxl, 31, 
Vea, if thou canſt not get open the door, art 
mou not unfeignedly deſitous that he who hath 


| the Lg of David would open it? Nay, rather 
Yu 4 * 
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pen fail, break it open, that ſo the King of 

Glory might aome in and ſup with him: 

thly, Tell him, it is infinite mercy that now 

"and then thou feeleſt his quickening, though 

thou ſhouldſt never enjoy his comforting, his 
raviſhing preſence any more while thou liveſt in 
the world; nay, there is always ſome comfort. 
in the ſenſe of his quickening preſence ;. nay, 


de knows the poſture of thy ſoul to be in ſome 


meaſure the ſame with that of David's, 2 Sam, 
Av. 26. If he thus ſay, I have no delight in 
thee,” (though that word break thy heart,) ( yet 
here am 1,” abſolutely, at his diſpoſe, he can do 
me no wrong, let him do with me as ſeemeth. 
good unto him.“ God muſt be weary of de- 
lighting in himſelf, Son, and Spirit, when he de- 
lights not in this frame, which is the work 
thereof. If the heaven above were braſs, ſure, 
. - thejearth below would be iron; if there were no 
pieldings in his heart towards thee, ſure there. 
- would be none in thy heart towards him; thou 
couldft never delight thyſelf in the Almighty, if 

- he took no delig ht in thee; they draw back. 


; _ wnto perdition i in whom bis ſoul takes no. plea- 


ſure,” Heb, x. 38, 30. My ſoul ſaith, he loath= 
5 4 e * foul Maree er eh xi, 8. 
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| Av yet a generous a noble-winded Chriſtian 
may be ready to fay, all this cannot, ought not 
fully to ſatisfy me, though the Lord admit me 
to much ſweet ſecret communion with him, (for 
which I can never be ſufficiently thankful) yet 
if he will not honour me ſo as' to uſe me, and 
make me ſome way ſerviceable in my generation, 
this is for a lamentation, and ought to be ſo unto 
me; and this is that I fear, that I ſhall prove 
but a dry tree, an empty vine, bring forth no 
fruit, do no good, neither find God working 
with me, nor be admitted to work with God, as 

it is ſaid of Jonathan, there ſhall not one hair 
of his head fall to the ground, * for. he hath 
wrought with God this day,” 1 Sam, xiv. 4. ſo 
doth every good warrior, every good magiſtrate, 
and that is his greateſt comfort, glory, and ſafe- 
ty, that he works with God, and God wich 


chem. in 


80 Paul peaks of Bimſelf and is fellow 
labourers in the miniſtry, * We then as work- 
* LE - 
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ers together with him,” 2 Cor. vi. 1. But I 
fear I muſt never have the honour of that title, 
whatever my calling or capacity be, for it was 


not only his way in the Old Teſtament, in the 
old temple, but it is threatened in that goſpel- 


viſion, Ezek. xliv. 10, 11, 12, &c. that they 


who have ſtrayed far from him i in times of temp- 


tation, and epidemical apoſtacy, hall bear their 


Iniquity, their ſhame, and their abominations, 


that i is, ſome ſad reward and remembrancer there- 


of, ; and though admitted to the enjoyment of 
many precious privileges, yet muſt be baniſhed 
from the neareſt approaches and higheſt ſervices, 
11 is expreſſed in the ſtrain and ſtile of the Old 
Teſtament, but is intended and calculated for the 
meridian. of the New, and reaches not only mi- 


| boning but all profeſſors, all thoſe who are now 


the royal p prieſthood, I Pet. ii. 5, 9. Kev. i, So | 
_ and. even amongft good people, where is the 
man that is able to bear being, Jaid aſide and 
caft off at the end of the ſtage, and to fee freſh 
inſtruments choſen ? What is it elſe imbitters ſo 
many ſpirits? And how ſhouldſt thou be able 
to bear fuch a trial, either to fall from thy ſtand-, 
ing, or or do no good though continued in is, 
which of the two * (he work 5 far ; If er 
this, 


7 
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this be thy caſe, go order thy cauſe before him, 
- and. fill'thy:mouth with arguments, though guil- 
by of many ſtrayingy from him. 
Firſt, Tell him, thou pereeiveſt it is not his 


will to deſtroy thee, Judg. xiii, 133 if the Lord 
were pleaſed to kill thee, he would not have ac- 


cepted an offering at thine hand, neither would i; 


he have ſhewed thee alt theſe things, which he 
_ locks up from ſo many thouſands, and yet hath 
acquainted. thee with them. Thou canſt look him 
in the face, and ſay with the prophet, Hab. i. 12. 
Art not thou from everlaſting, O Lord my 
God, mine Holy One ? I ſhall not die; * thou 
art the King Eternal, and 721 nat by time 
accidents, but by eternal conſiderations, thou 
charigeſt not, and therefore I am not, I mw 


17 not be conſumed, Mal, lit, 6. Now then, 


201y, Plead upon this ground, and tell bib 
it is het ſo much for bis honour only to keep 
thee? ative; And make no uſe of thee ; to preſerve 
ey bc coin a5 allt to, preſerve the body, 
but do no ſervice; and if thou hadſt help to. 
do all that is commanded, or can be expeci- 
ed of thee in thy place, is not thy ſoul pre- 
pared to ſay, thou art dut an 6 unprofitable' fer- 
vant, Luke xvii. 10. and bever 155 thy mouth 

more by way of boaſting? 
5 | 3Uy, 
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-3dly, Mind him, that through his grace Tome 
d ſinners haye proved moſt ſhining, faints, as 
in ſcripture the children of women long batren, 
have proved: moſt eminent inſtruments in church 


5 


} Sampſon ;, of. Elizabeth, John the Baptiſt: fo 
amongſt ſinners, ſome that came in late 3 into the 
a vineyard, have plied their hands, and laboured 
more abandantly than they who os admitted 
before them, 1 Cor. Xu. 9, 10. Ahimaaz out- 
rüns Cuſhi, (though he fet out after him) and, 
odmes to 'David before him 1 and if eyer a ſoub 
had need to redeem the time, and. fetch up what 
Bath been loft, thou much more; and i it will be 
55 to the praiſe of the glory of his grace if he h 
help thee ſo to do. 
4tbly, He knows that thou aft. p54 in a | way. 
of ' purgation and purification, and therefore it 


ploy thee; nay, be hath publiſhed it by the pen 


- from theſe” (from the pollutions wherewith he 
8 hath been defiled) cc he ſhall be a veſſel unto ho- | 

| nour, fanQihed and made meet for the Matter's 
ue, and prepared unto every good work, (and 


„ 


and commonwealth; of Sarah, Iſaac; of Rachel, 
1 Joſeph; of Hannab, Samuel; of Manoab's wife, 


Will be no diſhonour. to him now to we e and em- 


of his apoſtle, that if a man purge himſe "2 


thou aſkeſt no more, 2 Tim. ji. 21, They | 
Alb 0 1 : who g 
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who will not be reduced and made better, are 
often, againſt their wills, reduced and made 
lower, if not utterly caſhiered and diſmiſſed 
from further ſervice: but he that can plead the 
former may eſcape the latter, as having now 
(through grace) prevented the Lord, and _ 
him a labour. 
Fthly, Aſk him if he did not call thee, wh 
lead thee to thy preſent ſtation ? and will he now 
leave thee to wither like a bulruſh in the mire, 
and to vaniſh away in utter unſerviceableneſs ? 
Who in a way of God can take unto himſelf 
the honour of magiſtracy or miniſtry, or any 
other way of uſefulneſs, but he that is called-of 
God thereunto, as was Aaron? Heb. v. 4. And 
yet thou deſireſt to be prepared to juſtify him, 
though he proceed with thee as with Eli's houſe, 
1 Sam. ii. 30. Wherefore the Lord God of 
Iſrael faith, I ſaid indeed that thy houſe, and 
the houſe of thy father, ſhould walk before me: | 
But now the Lord ſaith, Be it far from me; for, 
them that honour me I will honour, and they 
that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed ;” and 
thou haſt been too often guilty of deſpiſing him. 
Sthly, Aſk if he remember not how thou didſt 
often beg him never to truſt thee with advanta- 
ges, with opportunities, unleſs withal he would, 
give thee an heart to be faithful, and fruitful in 
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the neden of them ? Haſt thou not prayed 
(upon theſe terms) even againſt power and 
- riches, leſt thou ſhould be fall and deny him; 
and ſay, Who is the Lord?“ Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 
Haſt thou not been in this regard more afraid of 
tiches, honour, greatneſs, than their contraries ? 
| yea, ſometimes mote afraid to live than to die; 
fearing leſt thou ſhouldſt not live unto him and 
to his ſervice Loath, therefore, haſt thou beeri 
to launch into the world: again, after thow haſt 
been laid up by ſome ſickneſs; _ 

- -7thily, How often haſt thou deſired, docs then 
mn into the road of opportunities (in ſenſe 
and ſcar of- unanſwerableneſs): tather to be re- 
. . Moved dban to fill up a room, and cumber the 
gtouhd, and Keep out others that might be more 
uſeful? And will he neither remove thee, nor 
- improve thee? neither cut thee ae nor 7 

Er . 22.08 q 
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v. 20. Where ſin zbounded, grace did much 


much more abound, makes thee (being nor, 


found of him in a way of faith and repentance} 
not only not to fear extraordinary judgments, | 
but even to look for extraordinary favours, more 
love unto him, more humility, more holineſs, 
more "watctifulneſs; and by theſef more than 
* uſefulneſs and ſerviceableneſs in thy 
4 ; | e as 
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generation, let him put or place thee where he 
pleaſeth: It is not his diſpoſition to upbraid, 
Jam. i. 5. and therefore thou expecteſt he ſhould 
give liberally of that wiſdom to thee, which may 
make thee ſerviceable in thy ſtation. 


Cat xn 
Fear of being 4 of at ot. 


Ar TER all this there may yet be a beet 
Achan in the camp, which will be fingering the 
accurſed thing (unbelief,) z Jonah in the ſhip, _ 
which will be raiſing new tempeſts, and that is 
fear left God at laſt ſhould turn his back upon 
thee, and thou be found amongſt thoſe that are 
deceivers of their own ſouls, being © turned into 
- hell, Pfal. ix. 17. when it ſeems their looks : 
(though nothing elſe) were towards heaven; if 
ever this be thy caſe, flee thou to God preſently, 

Zo fill thy mouth with arguments. 

PFirſt, Complain againſt thine own heart, ſo 
far as there is any mixture of unbelief in this fear; 
confeſs, that as to'God itis an'unworthy jealouſy, 
and thou haft need, with Gideon, to cry mercy ; 
to pray that his anger may not wax hot againſt 
Be Me He ORE Es * thee, 


A 


"07:0 0 J. 
thee, for aſking him ſo many ſigns, conſidering 
how often the fleece hath been wet, and the 
floor dry already to give thee ſatisfaQion ; ] udg. 
vi. 39. | 

Yet when thou lookeſt downward there js mi- 
ſery enough, and matter enough to juſtify all thy 
fears, and to move himto pardon, yea, to ſanctify 

them unto thee; eſpecially conſidering that thy 
all is at the ſtake, and that it is eternity, eternity, 
eternity that is before thee; that vaſt gulf of 
\ eternity! and if thou art miſtaken in thy confi- 
| dence, thou art loft irrecoverably to all eternity! 
This may move him to pity rather than to anger; 
and to ſay to them that are of © a fearful heart, 
2 be ſtrong, fear not : behold your God will come 
and fave you,” Iſa. xxxv. 4. 

- 2dly. For thy further eſtabliſhment, alk him 
it he have not made all as ſure as grace can make 
it? Lea, It is therefore all of grace, that the 
promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed®,” Rom. iv. 

3 156. as ſure as infinite love, infinite wiſdom, in- 
, . finite power, can make it; and thou dreadeſt it as 
i thou doſt hell itſelf, to make the God of all 
grace and in e liars L * 10. to add to 


- 
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all thy other evils that grand abomination of un- 


belief, which puts more affronts and ſcorn upon 


him than all other ſins whatſoever. 
3dly: Aſk if all the ſpirits of juſt men now 
made perfect, will not confeſs the mercies of 


| Chriſt to be ſure mercies z and that he (as Boaz 
faith of Ruth) ſhewed them more kindneſs in the 
latter end, than at the begining; and that, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved 


them to the end, and reſerved the beſt wine for 


the laſt: the laſt grapes, (eſpecially in Chriſt's 


vineyard) yield the ſweeteſt wine. David makes 


it obvious to any man's obſervation, Pſ. xxxvii. 


37. Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright ; (he goes current for a perfect man) 
for the end of that man is peace.“ And even a2 


| Balaam is forced to acknowledge it; and there is | 
a-defirableneſs in the death, in the latter end of 
the righteous; Numb, xxiii. 10. Let me die 


the death of the righteous, and let my latter end 
be like his.“ 


4thly.* If yet thou feareſt as to thine own par- 
ticular, aſk if the Holy Ghoſt (who makes it his 
trade to help en ind hath helped thee i in 


Adds xiii. 34. Ruth. iii. 15. Joh. xiii, 1. 
K 2 dine 


+ Rom, viii. 26. 
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thine all thy life long) aſk if he will not then 
help thee when thou art moſt infirm ? Nothing 
but a lump of infitmity and weakneſs ? Surely | 
then, in thy greateſt need he will not fail thee. 
* . Laſtly, Tell him, he knows why thou wouldſt 
ſo fain be with him in his Heaven, not becauſe 
thou fancieſt it a Turkiſh paradiſe, or a Paganiſh 
elyſium, abounding with carnal or corporal plea- 
ſures ; not only becauſe thou wouldſt eſcape ever- 
65 laſting * burnings (though he himſetf cannot 
blame thee for aiming at this, ſeeing. he com- 
mands thee by all means poſſible to endeavour it;) 
| but thy ſoul longs inceſſantly to go to Heaven, 
becauſe Heaven is the land of Hallelujahs, and 
thou wouldſt fain be thankful, really thankful. 
Heaven is the land of love, and thou wouldſt 
Ts take thy fill of love, in loving and being 
beloved; in loving as thou art loved, with- 
out intermiſſion, without interruption, eternally, 
and ſo be ever with Chrift, which is by much far 
better; Phil. i. 23. All theſe meet daily with a 
. thouſand, hindrances and incumbrances, which 
make thee fick of earth, and figh for Heaven, 
groaning within thyſelf with tn _—_ 


. 


.. AQ 2, 40. 2 Pet. i. 10. 


(who 


4 


[1] 
(who had onee been there) 2 Cor. v. 2, % For 
in this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed 
upon with our houſe which is from Heaven,” 
Hindrances and incumbrances, which make 2 
hell above ground, not to be endured by any ho- 
neſt heart, and how much more intolerable then 
is the nethermoſt hell: for there is never a nook, 
never à corner in it, where a poor ſinner might 
weep eternally, without blaſpheming, without 
hearing blaſphemies, without hating of God, 
without ſinning againſt him! He knows how of- 
ten thou haſt told him, if there were, how much 
more quietly thou couldſt accept of the puniſh- 
ment of thine iniquity there, and there juſtify 
him, and there bewail thy folly and madneſs, 
and Jament the loſs of him for evermore. But 
to loſe him, and all love to him, and to be A 
againſt him eternally, this cannot be conſented , 
- to, but by a creatyre damned already, though | 
above ground, Nothing therefore ſhort of Hea- 
yen can ſatisfy thee, or ought ſo to do, and if 
-upon theſe terms thou canſt not be admitted into 
his reſt, ſure he will have but little, who went 
te thither to prepare a place for thee®,” 
Joh. xiv. 2, 3. 
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This hope tha we have as an anchor of the 
Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth 
into that within the vail, whither the fore-rune 
ner is for us entered, even Jeſus, made an high- 
prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchiſedee. 
Heb. vi. 19, 20. Thus © building up your- | 
| ſelves in your moſt holy faith, and praying in the 
15 Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of God, 
| looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Ein 
W life.“ . xx. 21. 125 


2989 4 © 


CA ; E xx. 
b . others, 


: t : 


; 1 UT haſt thou not a good 4551 (ente part- 
g) to. ſpeak a good word for others alſo? This 


bath been conſtantly the way of the ſpirit of 
adoption. When David came before the Lord 


upon the ſaddeſt occaſion that ever his ſoul was 
_ acquainted with, when he was moſt full of his 


- pwn concernments, and had moſt cauſe of fear, 


that his appearing for others might do harm ra- 
ther than ' good, yet then he ventures to drop a 
word for Sion, and remembers Jeruſaltm amidſt. 

wy * grief, as 1 7 as' he prefers Rer before 
| . bis 
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his chiefeſt joy ® 3 ©. Do good in thy good plea- 
ſure unto Sion: build thou the walls of Jeruſa- 


lem.” What his ſins had weakened and at- 
tempted to ruin, he endeavours to ſtrengthen and 
repair by his prayers: and ſeldom do you ſee him 
riſe from off his knees before he had pleaded the 
Church's cauſe; and oftentimes he makes that his 
-only errand, as you may find by ſeveral Os 
penned for no other purpoſe, 
| Nay, many times the beſt pleaders feel de 
their hearts warm in the work, till they come 
out of the narrdw circle of their own perſogal 
concernments, and launch into the buſineſs of the 
Body of Chriſt ; and then are their hearts fixed 
by the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, the great | 
ſoul of that body. IS I 
But now-a-days many praying perſons can find 
little to ſay, unleſs by way of complaint concern- 
ing the public; be it ſo, you were told at the 
firſt, that the word here tranſlated arguments ſig- 
_-nifies complaints alſo; if then thou canſt make 
the cauſe of the public thine. own (as thou 
oughteſt to do) go order thy cauſe before Us 
and fill thy mouth with arguments. 


pt wil. 6. PI. l. 8. 
„ K 4 . 


_ the eyes of his glory weary of ſuch ſad ſpecta- 
cles? Aſk if there be not with aer even with 
them ſins againſt the Lord; and if the rage 


8 blood, and no more cover her flain? _ 5. 
Adly. Complain that there is nothing viſible 


towards a reckoning with that drunken beaſt, 
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Firſt. Plead for his poor perſecuted people all 
the world over: afk if it be nothing to him to ſee 


tze blood of the martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt, ſpilt 
like water upon the ground even to this day, in 


Piedmont, Poland, and other places ? Are not 


wherewith they have ſlain his ſervants reach nat 
up to Heaven, 2 Chron. xxviii. 9. it was wont 


ſo todo in former times*. Complain that their 
bones are ſcattered at the grave's mouth, as 


when-one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the 


earth. Pſ. exli. 7. and aſk if he look not on to 
require it? When ſhall the earth diſcloſe ber 


+ 


.* Iſa. xxvi. 21. - + Rev. xiv 2. Though 


the thouſand years, Rev. xx. 2. were granted to be- 
gin at the time of Conſlantine's decree, anno dom. 4 


311. and to expire at the riſing of the Ottoman fa- 


mily, anno 1310. and the deyil then let looſe again, i 


yet muſt he have no long time to play tricks in the 
world, as appears by Hammond in XX, 7. with the 


30th verſe. ' See Dr. Hase in Loc. 


— 21 535 | | which 


many a prayer behind-hand with them ; when 
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which makes itſelf drunk with the blood of the 
ſaints as with ſweet wine ; nay, he ſeems of late 
to blow upon ſome enterpriſes levelled at them, 


and to ſhine upon the counſels of the wicked, Aſk 
him when ſhall thoſe forty and two months ſhall 


be expired? (for men miſs it in their calculations 
and conjectures) when ſhall the mountains low 
down at his preſence ? (and the ſeven hills amongſt 


the reſt) when ſhall the powers of the earth melt 
like wax before the fire, at the preſence of the 
Lord, at the preſence of the God of the whole 
earth? Why is his chariot ſo long a coming, 


- why tarry the wheels of his chariot? Mind him 


that the harveſt of the earth is not only ripe, but 


even dried up and withered, go dens os 7x5 


yn, Rev. xiv. 15. compared with Matt. xiii. 6. 
and xxi. 19. a wonderful expreſſion of his patis + 
ence; but how long Lord holy and true? When, 
oh when ſhall it yet once be! Aſk him if his 


ſoul takes any pleaſure in them ne thus 


long continues them?. 
34ly. Cut ſcores with the poor 1 we are 


3 


„Rom. xi. 26. + Pt. lxxiv, 3. Back. 
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hall che Redeemer come unto Sion; and turn 
ay ungodlineſs from Jacob? When will he 
lift up his feet to thoſe perpetual deſolations,“ 
to the mountains that have laid always waſte? (he 
ſpeaks, one would think, as if he himſelf thought 
the time very long) when ſhall the receiving of 
them be as life from the dead? Tell him, we 
hear as yet of no noiſe, no ſhaking at all in the 
valley of dry bones, no coming together of the 
bones, bone to his bone; and yet how much of 
the glory of God, and good of men ; how much 
of that treaſure is embarked in this Bottom? 
When ſhall ſaints and nations be ſynonymous“ 
and iurmini convertibiles, as is implied? Rev. xv. 3. 


BIS King of nations, and yet it is tranſlated, King of 


* Caints; as if at that time ſaints, and nations Would 
be of an equal extent and latitude. 5 


Athly. Beg a watering upon his ede | 


1 ; there are many precious ſouls worthy of 
ay remembrance; many poor ſouls that need it; 
many praying ſouls to whom thou oweſt it; many 
pleading ſouls who will repay it: therefore you 
that have eſcaped the miſeries that have befallen 
others, remember the Eord (his concernments 


8 r 8 fp Falſe ; 
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and people) afar off, and let Jeruſalem come inta 
your mind, Jer li. 50. Many have friends and 
relations with whom they enjoy little communion 
in this world; pray ye may meet at the right 
hand of Chriſt, never to part in the nekt. 
Sthly. Complain unto him of that ſpirit of 
prophaneneſs, which yet domineers in our lands, 
and over the generality of our nation, though he 
hath loved our nation, and hath wrought ſuch 
ſalvations for us, as can no where be matched, 
ſave in the ſtory of Iſrael: he hath given ſome 
into our hands, others under our feet (I need not 
name them: ) ſure of all the world Engliſhmen are 
under the moſt powerful obligations unto holi- 
neſs*, But alas, how ill do we requite the Lord, 
like a fooliſh people and unwiſe |. Oh, pray that 
Chriſt may indeed ſprinkle many nations, and 
ours among the reſt, in a ſpecial manner, - with 
his blood and fpirit, that we may yet —_— | 
peculiar people zealous of good works. / 
Gthly. Preſs him to caſt out that bande 


ſpirit, wherewith ſo many are poſſeſſed, even to a 


. Birange degree of diſtemper that hath. befallen us, 
2 is ſaid of Egypt, the n hath mingled a 


Ia. Iii. ult. 
f peryerſe 
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perverſe ſpirit in the midft of us, which 0 
us to erx in every work, as a drunken man ſtag 
in his vomit. Iſa. xix. 14. We are ready 
to reel and daſh one againſt another continually, 
many abuſing, many deſpiſing all their preſent 
mercies, though but a few years ago, the crumbs | 
of that loathed manna, which now fall from our 
tables, would have reliſhed as moſt precious pri- 
vlleges, worthy to be purchaſed at the rate of the 
- utmoſt hazards and hardſhips. Peeviſhneſs keeps 
many from praying for their magiſtrates, and 
how can they look for good by them who ſin in 
' ceaſing to pray for them? 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. What 
would that blefſed man, if now alive, ſay unto us, 
who ſo exhorted in Nero's time, and becauſe he 
knew men would be backward, he backs his: 
commands with arguments from the benefit that 
redounds to the church, and from the acceptable - 
neſs of this practice to God, * making ſupplicati- 8 
ons, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks 
forall men, for kings and for all Wann 
-thority go”. | 
Ithly. Aſc when that ict ſpirit of N 
blaſphemy and deluſion, ſhall have its paſs accor - 
ding to his promiſe, Zach. xiii. 2.) and be ſent 


. 0 W out of. our lands? Some, not of the 


3 0 | work 
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worſt people®, ſimple ſouls(« a, is the apoſtle 
calls them) have been miſled hereby; and he 
hath ſaid, They that erred in ſpirit ſhall come 
to underſtanding, and they that murmured ſhall 
learn doctrine.“ Iſa. xxix. 24. They that erred, 


and they that murmured, the Holy Ghoſt ranks | 


them together, as being of one feather ; it ſeems 


there is no ſmall affinity between the erroneous 


and the murmurers ; but pity and pray for thoſe, 


who like Abſalom's two hundred, follow their 


leaders in the fimplicity of their hearts. 


8thly. Bewail before him, that woful, wilful, 
affected, ſoul-murdering ignorance, which as a 
veil covers ſo many hearts and faces, notwith- 
ſtanding all the means of light afforded us. 
There are, indeed, too, too many dark places even 


in all the three nations (in Ireland eſpecially) 


which are full of cruelty; but alas how many 


are there in the midſt of our Goſhens without 
Chriſt, without God in the world, mere Atheiſts, 


as the apoſtle calls them, Epheſ. li, 12. Se e 8 
Twxoous, Without any inward appretiative acquain= {SY 
tance with God, without any powerful, _— | 


mental, praftical MA: at all, 


. Rom. W 18. 
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| When ſha! the day dawn, wievia the = Jeaf 
ſhall hear'the words of the book, and the eyes of 
the blind ſee out of obſcurity, and out of dark- 


neſs ? When will the Lord again make bare his 


holy arm, and ſpread forth his hands in the midſt 
of our congregations (to pull in ſouls unto him- 
ſelf, as he that ſ wimeth ſtretcheth forth his hangs by 
ta ſwim ? | 
When will he ſmell i in our aſſemblies a ſavour 


47 of reſt , and take pleaſure in our ſolemn meet- 
- ings, as in the days of old? How long ſhall all 


his poor miniſters complain, that converſion 
work hath a ſtop put on it every where! 
-gthly. Deal earneſtly with him about the 
compounding and compromiſing of our differ 
ences, diftances and diviſions, which have given 
ſuch a wound to religion, opened-ſuch a gap to 
| ſatan, which every one complains of, and yet 
helps to. widen. Beg that all the children. of 
light may walk more in the light, as he is in the 
light, and then ſhall we have ene. one 
with another. 1 Joh. i. 7. 
Beg he would put it into the hearts of all bis 
| people, to imitate that good 0. n i. 1, 
. | 
6 8 Ila. xxix. 18. gp t tf, ax, 4 


| 2, Kc. 
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2, &c. which doubtleſs waits for a ſpiritual ac- 
compliſhment, as well as all other things which 
happened to them in figure. Judah hath the 
priority given him, Jure divine, by an oracle 
from Heaven; Judah ſhould go up firſt, be- 
hold I have delivered the land- into his hand,” 
and yet hereupon he defpiſeth not the aid and aſ- 
ſiſtance of his brethren, but invites Simeon his 
brother to engage with him againſt the common 
adverſary, and promiſeth the like afliftance unto 
him, and ſpeeds never a whit the worſe for it; 
but the better. God is ſo far from being offend- 


ed with this practice, that he bleſſeth it exceed- 


ingly, and delivered up the common enemy into 
their hands. Thus would he deal by us as to our 
ſpiritual enemies, could we unite to engage againſt 
them, and leave our bickerings and carnal con- 


tendings, to overtop 2 e and en 


upon one another. 


Laſtly. Prefer one bill of . more in 


a caſe which few think of, notwithſtanding all 


our boaſtings and pretenſions to a thorough refor- 
mation, and that is this: Few men now-a-days 
do honour the 1 with their ſubſtanceꝰ, few 


look 

ee. i. 9. 10. Donum ent urid anims. 
God 85 a this tribute, tries the fincerity of 
our 


* 
<> 
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look at this as a duty, to conſecrate any part of 
their gain unto the Lord, or of their ſubſtance to 


the Lord of the whole earth; but carry it as if 


they were turned eee indeed, and did 


not depend, no not upon God himſelf, or as if 
God himſelf had loft his propriety, and there 


were now no rent- penny, no acknowledgment 


due unto him, ſave ſuch an one as coſts us no- 


thing: ſurely God from the beginning reſetved 


and claimed a part due to himſelf, who gave the 
whole, and whatever there was beſides. This alſo 


was in the ſacrifice of Cain and Abel, an ac- 


knowledgnen tha God hath a right in every 


man's goods: afterwards ; he publiſhed and put 
in bis claim more peremptorily, Exod. xxii. 29. 
Thou ſhalt not delay to offer the firſt of thy 
ripe fruits and of thy liquors: the firſt · born of 
Op: ſons ſhalt: thou give unto me,” Non tardabis, 
Thou ſhalt not delay: this implies an antient 
eee no new n but a law Ow | 


. + 
11 a F £2.43 \ ; 


dur hed; Faith, obedience ; when the Iractites would 


bot endure the fight of kia, who came to demand 
the tribate, it was a ſure fign-of their total and final 


revolt and de fection, it was then high time for Re- 
_ hoboam to get him gone. 
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mation, and yet this was before the Levitical i ins 
ſtitution, Lev. xxvii. 30. And all the tythe 
of the land, whether of the ſeed of the land, or of 


the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's: it is holy 


unto the Lord.“ It is the Lord's, it is his alrea- 
dy, and had been ſo from the beginning of the 
world, and he now appoints the Levite, the 
ftranger, the widow, and the fatherleſs, to be his 
rent-gatherers, or teceivers-general®, Deut. xxvi. 
12, 13. „ When thou haſt made an end of 
tything all the tythes of thine increaſe, the third 
year which is the year of tything, and haſt giver 
_ it unto the Levite, the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, 
and the widow, that they may eat within thy 
Fates, and be filled. Then thou ſhalt ſay 


before the Lord thy God, I have brought 
away the hallowed things out of mine houſe, | 
and alſo have given them unto the Levite, 
and unto the ſtranger, to the fatherleſs, and 

to eee e to all thy com- 


1 


ä 4p vit xii, 18. "And it is ; dbſerred, K 
Chat, though he reproved all fins, puniſhed, none, 
but chat of ſacrilege and profanation of holy things. 

What will he do, when he comes as a judge, to call - 

ms to an account for all our receipts and returns? 


Han 1 gmands 


: 
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avdeents; which thou haſt commanded me: L 
have not tranſgreſſed thy commandments, en 


have I forgotten, them RN 

It is due to him, quaſi regale. ve er 
Tevenue ; ; and hejdoth, proprio jure credere (ſaith 

Calvin) when he thus difpoſeth of it. But 
where | is the defect, the default (way ſome ſay), 
| where js the irregularity, to be complained of?.L 
wiſh, trial -were. made, whether , it, may not be 
proved (if the point Wert well ſtudied, but I ſhall 
\ only hint id). that the tenth. part (or other. pro- 

portion). « of every man's increaſe, acquiſitions, 
improyements, and incomes * is due unto the 
Lgrd, eyen to this day. IL am, far from thinking, 


or ſaying, that it is dpe unto, the miniſtry, or 

t any fort. of men : hut that it is due, Kat 5 
to be dedieated to God, and to the ever! aſting 
| ptiefihood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by way of. 
i Wau acknowledgment. to, God for the ſame 


8 A teng] h which * oe: ed nnd: Ihe sede: 
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itſelf ought to pay; and ſo ought to be expended 
in the ſupporting of public worſhip, in the re- 
lieving of the poor at home and abroad, under 
the rage of perſecution in other countries, and 
in the education of poor children, the advance- 
ment of learning (that ineſtimable jewel) and 
other pious uſes, And would every man that a- 
bounds make ſuch a purſe*, and account it de. 
fitum pietatis, as a ſacred treaſury, or corban, not 
to be opened. but for pious uſes, how many ne- 
ceſſitous parents, periſhing orphans, poor aged 
people, perſons ruined by fire, ſhipwreck, or the 
like, might. ſpeedily. be relieved ?. There is no 
pious perſon but judges ſomething due this way, 
and the Holy Ghoſt calls even a man's charity 

due debt, Prov. iii. 27. Withhold not good 


_-*'» FHec quaſi depofita pietatis ſunt, nam inde non opu+ 

| tir, &c. ſed egenis alendir, humandiſque & pueris ac 
puellifoe, ac parentibus deſiitutis, naufragis, &c. Ter. 
Apolog. Quicguid clerici habent, pauperum eft, Hier, 
In caſe of neceſlity, of extremity, God's command 
makes relief due unto others ; makes them owners, 
maſters of our ſuperfluities, not that they may take it 
by force, but” that we muſt give freely, Trappe on 
Pro. iii. 27. 
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from them to whom it is due, when it is in the 
power of thine hand to do it. Say not unto thy 
neighbour, Go, and come again, and to-morrow 
I will give, when thou haſt it by thee,” ver. 28. 
What we call giving, God ealls paying; what 
we call charity, he counts due debt; all the 
' queſtion is about the quantum, how much ought 
thus to be dedicated to God, and to fix it upon 
, the :tenth part, is neither popiſh nor legal, or 
| \ jewiſh, but a known truth, or duty, long before 
the oldeſt of theſe was heard of in the world. 
This was no natural, but an adoptive child of 
Moſes: nor was it a type or ceremony, as ſacri- 
' ficing was (which was alſo before the law) for 
then there muſt be ſome ſpiritual ſubſtance oo 
out by it: but it was practifed by the light of 
nature, and law of reaſon, moral law, and law 
of nations every where, Why elſe did Abra- 
ham, Gen. xiy. 20. pay tythes to Melchiſedecy 
the great repreſentee of Chriſt, who is brought 
upon the ſtage like a man dropped out of the 
clouds, only to ſhadow out Chriſt, as if he had 
neither father nor OBI. birth mow death * 
Heb. vi a. ! | 
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And that they were paid as a due to the prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt“ (ſuſtained then in a figure by 
Melchiſedec) the 7th ch. to the Hebrews proves 
abundantly ; and that Levi himſelf, who took 
tythes, here paid them+ (and that Levi had only 
a commiſſion, pro tempore) to be God's rent- ga- 
therer and receiver. They miſtake that think the 
payment of the tenth was then firſt ſet on foot 
to defray the charges of that coſtly worſhip, it 
was paid long before: Abraham is a full in- 
ſtance, four hundred and thirty years before the 
law (as the apoſtle obſerves upon another occa- 
ſion. Gal. iii. 17.) And I would know whether 
that were will-worſhip in him, or what law he 
| hath obſerved, what rule he walked by therein ? 
Abraham would not take a thread or a ſhoe- 
latchet to himſelf; but took care God might 
have his part, and then returned the reſt (though 
now become his by conqueſt) to the former 

* Heb. vii. 6. Muro tor AGaay. He tythed 

Abraham, which ſhews he had authority to take 
tythes, and ſeems to ſubject Abraham to a neceſſity 
of paying them. 

+ Abraham gave ra axpoviricy the very top. and 
ohicfeſt part of all, Heb. vii. 4. | 
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owner: 1 but if he gaye the tythe only by courteſy, 
and not divine authority, it proves not the thing 


4h hand®, the excellency of Melchiſedec's prieſt- 
hood above the Levitical : for furely that had 
authority 'to take them t, and ſo had Met- 
chiſedec the tenth part, long before the law; 


- and Levi had only a commandment: to warrant 
his taking of the tythes, Heb. vii. 5. The jus 


*decemandi being long before .veſted in another 
8 and only, me per, ol to that 


But this was only a tenth of the Foils taken 
in war, may ſome ſay, What ſay you then to that 
engagement of Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 22. Of 
all that thou ſhalt give unto me, I will ſurely 
give the tenth unto thee.” Et hoc tam pro ſe quam 


pro pofleris ſuis vovet: he binds his poſterity 
hereunto as well as himſelf, faith, Mercer in loc, 


r en of it as a duty, that he had 


» Cain like a chorl, gives the carrion, the lean 


\ DoF, he brought off his fruits; Abel like a prince, 


„ ee SHE . E been 


bis firſt fruits, the beſt and fatteſt, Gen. i iv. 4, 5. 


+ Adam began this acknowledgment i in the ſacri- 


. with the ſkins of which God clothed him, 
Gen. iii. 21. q 4% 


* 
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been catechiſed and trained up in 1 the knowledge 
vf. He had the direction of the fpirit for it, 
ſaith Calvin, and why not alſo the inſtruction of 
this anceſtors? For Abraham practiſed it before 
him“; and yet this good man, though he pro- 
miſed it ſo ſurely; was not ſo careful and punc- 
cual in his + performance as he ſhould have 
been, and his omiſſien of it at his return (when 
-haſting to pacify his brother, he plucked away a 
good fleece from his eſtate before the decimation 
thereof according to his vow) ſeems to be the 
cauſe why the t angel contended ſo ſore with 
him, that he put him to his tears and prayers, 
as Hoſea tells us, ch. xii. 4. And though he 
'bleſſed him, yet he ſent him limping to his 
you wn _— 1. God calls him to perform 


This Pm was cortupted by Cain, reformed by [ 
Abel, practiſed by Noah, Job, &c. 

1 The anſwer to Mr, Selden's Hiſtory of Tythes, 

endeavours to prove that Abraham gave the tenth, 
not of the ſpoils only, but of all he had, however it 
is a good precedent for ſoldiers ; and as for Jacob, he 
had ſome ſufficient warrant for his refolution. 

t Non uod ſuo arbitrio Deum coluevit, nam Arnie 

; tee wice legis ſeripta Fuit. Cal, ;} 
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bis row, and whether he paid it into the hands 
of Heber, or Iſaac the head of the family, vel por 
tius conſecrarit in uſus ſacros, (et it apart for pious 
uůes, it is all one to us: [here is ſomething be- 
longing to the law of nature, or moral law, for 
our inſtruction and imitation ;. ner doth he en- 

gage upon condition, the particle N rendered, 
af, ver. 20. until, ver. 18. When, Numb. % | 
ſurely, Prov. iii. 34. This takes away the great 
objection, If it were a duty according to the » 
moral law, or law of nature, he would have en- 
gaged abſolutely; and ſo you ſee he did, notwith- 
„ding that in the text. Thus it was before in 
* the law ceremonial, and: Chriſt approves it, Mat. 
xxlii. 23. and affirms, that dedicatiag a part to 
charitable uſes, ſanctifies the hole, as the firſt 
fruit ſanctiſied the lump, Luke xi. 41, 42. and 
xii, 33. And finds no fault with the phariſee 
bor his practice, Luke xviii. 127 for his gi ving 
up of a tenth part of all that he poſſeſſed to pi- 
- ous uſes, but for his truſting in it : nor were the 
-renths all of them conſumed by Chriſt's conſum- 
- natum oft + but he teacheth us even to the end of 
the world, ta give unto God the things that 
are God's, Mark xii. 17. and both we and 
all that we have are his, 1 Cor. xxix. 14. ings 
del y ne 
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he i is pleaſed to accept a ſmall part in lieu of the 
whole. 1 

And plain it is that there is ſuch a thing as ſa- 
crilege“, now in the days of the goſpel, and I fear 
many + more are guilty thereof than are awate 
of it; nay, well were it, if they were not moſt 
guilty, who ſeem moſt to abhor idols, ** Thou that 
abhorteſt idols, doſt thou commit ſacrilege?“ 
Rom, ii. 22. Concedimus Deo, ſays Magna Charta, 
when it ſpeaks of ſeparating the tenth 4 part to 
holy uſes, which part was called by the antients, 
Dei cenſes, God's rent, nor hath God forfeited 
his right, becauſe of man's abuſe or ſuperſtition, _ 
I thiak alſo there muſt be ſome rule of propor- 
tion for that laying by in ſtore, commanded by 
the apoſtle, x Cor. xvi, 2. Upon the firſt 


| ® Sacrum Deo non fine inſigni in tum injuria ad pro- 
Funos uſus applicatur. Cal. inſtitut. I. 3. c. 7. ſ. 1. 
+ 1d fucceſfit in eorum decimarum, Grotius in Loc, 
t Origen, who flouriſhed an, Chr. 227. mentions 
the payment of the tenth part, recalled by Urban, 
which was as ſoon as any had a propriety of eſtate ; 
till then believers, in many places, had a community 
of goods, becauſe of the rage of perſecution, but not 
in * where they w were more free. 


. 
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| Uay of the week, let every one of you ily by him 
in ſtore, as God hath proſpered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come?” according to 
Deut. Ni 16, = According as the Lord thy | 
God hath bleſſed thee, in ſome due proportion. ah 


Now if there be no rule for the quantity; a large 


heart may lay by too much, and defraud his rela- 
tions or other occaſions; a natrow heart will be 
ſure to lay by tod little, and ſo be guilty of 
ſacrilege by alienating that which is due to 
God, to whom jure coronæ, belides homage 
And fealty, ſervice and fidelity, we owe an 
honourary tribute, though no ſubſidiary tent, 
for that he needeth not ; but this he requir- 
eth, and little comfort hall they have who 
deny it to him. n 
This (though far too little for the ER may 
feem too much in this place, but if the Lord 
would ſet on the ſenſe of this duty upon the 
hearts and conſciences of profeſſors, and take 
them off from their ſubterſuges, and cavils, and 
evaſions, how ſoon would there be a ſacred 
bank; 2 ſtock raiſed, a temple- treaſury filled, 
" 40 anſwer all religiaus occaſions, to give A 
ſpeedy relief to the neceſſities of ſaints a- 


broad, at home, who ſtarve many times while 


the 
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the graſs is growing, while the alms are a ga- 
thering “. 

How would this roll away our reproach of be- 
ing Solifidians, and make the goſpel- cry for 
fruitfulneſs in good works, with Popiſh charity 
and blind devotion! Tit. iii. 8. Let them who 
have believed in God, be careful to maintain 
good works.” How would it cut off occaſions 
from the fleſh, which craves and calls for all, 
and conſumes more upon ſome one luſt, than all 
a man's graces ever coſt him] How would it 
bring a bleſſing, and prove a hedge about all the 
reſt of the eſtate, like Hannah's loan which was 
lent to God ! 1 Sam. ii. 20, 21. He gave her 
back five for one, and fo will he do by every one 
that ventures with him. Will ye prove him? 
Mal. iii, 10, do but try me, faith he, in-this one 
particular; but it is a ſnare for a man to devour 
that which is ſanctified, Prov. xx. 25. that 
which is and ought to be Wee from com- 


„ poor, the perſecuted, the widow, 8 i 
leſs, and ſtranger, theſe are God's publicans, to 
gather this rent, revenue, cuſtom due unto him; 
his collectors, and porters to carry it into his 
treaſury of heaven, and there you will find it, Luke 
xvi. 9. 


mon 
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mon uſes®.. Men rob God, Mal. iii. 8. and 
put him to ſtrain for his own, and he doth it 
many times to their ſorrow, Hoſ. ii. 8, 9. For 
ſhe did not know that I gave her corn, and 
wine, and oil, and multiplied her ſilver and 
gold which they prepared for Baal ;” they waſt= 
ed all upon their luſts, therefore will | return 
and; take away my corn in the time thereof, and 
my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, and will recover 
my wool, and my flax, (given) to cover her 
| pakedneſs,”, Si tu decimam non dederis, tu ad de- 
imam revoceris, (Avg: de tem. Serm. 219.) Be- 
_ cauſe 


VE 
14 


An ancient profeſſor, after he had heard this 
point ptefſed in public, told me, it had been his 
practice above thirty years, and that by the advice 
of the renowned Dr. Uſher: and that he found 
much eaſe in giving, having always ſomething by 3 
bim which he looked on as none of his own, decima 
, gueque' weteres, diis ſuis offerebant. Paulus Diacon. 
L Abridu. Feſt. All nations, by the inſtint of na- 
tore, have practiſed it, or they learned j it firſt from 
aer people of God. 
They did si diuidere, though,» not 502 fn 
They admitted it as Ne on by an univerſal 
LIE Parlia- 


— 


wary 
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cauſe rich men will not give the tenth to God, 
God many times brings them to the tenth of 
what they had. God requires a ſeventh part of 
our time, becauſe we have that merely from his 
bounty without our induſtry ; but a tenth of our 
eſtate, making a defalcation or allowance for our 
pains ; and if he gives no increaſe, he looks for 
nothing. Now, both as to the ſeventh part of 
our time, and the tenth part of our eſtate, the 
ceremonial and Levitical part being aboliſhed, 
the moral uſe and equity remains to the world's . 
end, all piety, juſtice, gratitude requiring it; no 
Popiſh abuſe ought to take away the uſe : and 
all nations, in all ages, practiſing this duty, 
though in a wrong way, will riſe up in judg- 
ment and condemn us, if we who have the right 
way neglect it®, 


boite nt. tho' things are much varied, by carry -· 
ing far, and long continuance, not eee to the = 
prototype and original. 


- © See inſtances in Sir H. Sp. and arguments from 
the New Teſtament, in Dr. Carlton, Dr. Sclater, 
Mr, Roberts, Mr. Bagſhaw, which prove the duty 
here pleaded for more ſtrongly than the dues they 
contended for : Though, if God fail not of his due, | 
bis ſervants cannot want theirs, 3 
* 
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And who would repent his obedience. here 
| unto when he comes to die, and to be torn away 
from all his outward enjoyments ? Then it is 
- that men's conſciences wring them, and make 
them fling away apace what that they can graſp 
no longer. Oh, then it is that their hearts die 
away with anguiſh and aſtoniſhment, to behold 
all the black item of their expences, to think 
DE how they hee ſeryed the devil with their eſtates, 
. and not God, to whom: they are now going to 
| give an account of their ſtewardſhip, when he 
will truſt them no longer! They now feel the 
book which they have ſwallowed, and would 
fain alſedrge th that which they are afraid to digeſt 
in hell. 5 . 
But alas | we have gotten. a cheap . 
and therefore like i it, becauſe it ſaves our purſes, 
"though not our ſouls ! W hat praying heart feels 
not cauſe to bewail it, to go to. God about it, 

a apd. qu fill his mouth with arguments? If we 

| Hold our peace, men's lands will cry againſt 

them, and the furrows thereof complain, Job | 
Xxx, 8. © The ruſt of their riches ſhall be * 

witneſs againſt them,” James v. 3. 

74 have only offered hints to help on this bleſ- 
8 £d:wotk of FR ay n pe 15. wreſtling | 
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with, God (with the arms of his own Spirit,) in 
| prayer, the decay and abatement whereof in 
our days is looked on as a ſad ſymptom, and 
juſtly bewailed by the moſt ſpiritual profeſſors. 
But, alas !, how few ſtir up themſelves to take 
hold of God, Iſa. Ixiv. 7. Now, it muſt needs 
be granted, that the ſpirit of adoption is the beſt 
logician, the only one, both for invention and 
judgment; it was he that taught Ariſtotle and 
others to-reaſon with men, as well as Job and 
| Jeremy, and the reſt of the ſaints, to reaſon out 
the caſe with God. 

When he hath formed the propoſi itions; ac- 
_ ebrding to his own canons and principles of 
truth laid down in the ſcriptures, and made 
the aſſumption according to his office, which 
is to bear witneſs, 1 John v. 6. and ſo hath 
made application of the propoſition to the 
| perſon, to the poor ſolicitous ſoul. He will 
thenee clearly and, pn infer the ler 
fon. 12 
Ves, all his te are e highly fatiafaQtory. | 
his demonſtration irrefragable, his dilemmas un- 
| aviodable ; ſo that he convinces of righteouſneſs 
as well as of ſin, and ſubdues the ſoul whe. 
obedience of faith, it cannot turn from him; 
3 | and 


t * 1 


and in like männer doth he raife and refreſh 16 


when it is weary. If we admit that diſtinction 
of a mediation and reconelllation, and of in- 


terceſſion, as that belongs to Christ, ſo this 
to the Spirit, not excluſively as to Chriſt,” but 
as to angels and ſaints departed, Rom. vii. 


26. 75 The ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
a Ani, without breach of charity, I e be 


bold to fay, he hath none of that ſpirit within 


| him, who can find no help by the conſcientious 


and conſtant uſe of this way of pleading, if it 


be not to ſuppoſe an impoſſibility that any can 


conſcientiouſly uſe it without him: nay, A date 
=, theſe conſiderations here hinted, cannot 


mis, if r rightly ufed ; only I would adviſe 
every one that would do any Good on it, to 
pick vut and ſelect fomethiſig out of every 
ſermon they hear, to be repeated upon the 


runees in fetret, which poſtate 1 judge belt, 


both for repeating and Sadying any £ thing ' of: 
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'F And let me add, if God will not hear thee, 
and anſwer thee upon theſe terms, if he do not 
put ſtrength into-th&, if he be not content that 

faith ſhould overcome; then be thou Bold to ſay, 

that all the miniſters of his holy goſpel are ſadly 
miſtaken in it and him. Heb. x. 35. Caſt not 

away, therefore, this confidence, this priviledge 

Fk ſpeaking freely, and pleading with your God, 
which path great recompence of reward.” He 

+ Who fo graciouſly anſwers 'pious ggjaculations, 
Neh. ii. 4. will ubtedly anſwer the power 
ful expoſtulations of faith, and pleadings of his 
Spirit. Forget not, therefore, how he calls his 
people to leave off their reaſonings with Satan, 
with fleſh and blood, and with their ' own evil 
hearts, and to come and reaſon out the matter 
I with him, and what he promifeth ſhall enſue 
| Ifaiah.i. 18: Come now, and let. us 

- reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: Though your 
fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow z 
though they be red lite erimſon, they ſhall be 
as wool,” And ſuch are many of our ſins, fins 
of a deep dye, of a double tincture, relapſes are 
But for thoſe who live not within the lines of 
this communication, who come not within any 
i . 7 "of + 
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of the qualifications here mentioned, . can- 
not own any of theſe arguments, (ii it be poſlible 
any ſuch ſhould have the IEfure and the patience 
to read them,) the Lord have mercy upon them, 
theyſcannot plead, _ will be ge to death 
for want of it. 
Thus have 1 worke you to peep FILE! he 
heyehale, through the hole of the door into the 
tower of David, builded for an amory, herein 


there dee eee bucklers, all ſhields of -., 
mighty men 3 and. if you have felt your beloved, 


putting in his hand by the hole of the door, and 
touching: your hearts, your bowels have been 
moved for him, and will be more and more. 
Lou vill not be at reſts till you bave been argu- 
ing out the matter with him in ſegret daily; 


and ſo the pouring in a diſhful of water, may 
help to ſet the pump agoing, and cauſe LY 


pouring out of your hearts to ſome purpoſe. 
This poor» thing may-ſerve to do the work of 


x] Gibeonite, helf"-toghew! wood, and: draw 


water for the tabernacle and the altar; it 
may help you with thoſe Iſraelites, that 


& lamented - after the Lord,” 1 Sam. vii. 2. 


Xo draw Hanes: and to pour it out ee the 
Lord. Toy, 208 f 74 46 * 2, On 2 75 L671 209 : 1 
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And let me ſay aſſuredly, that exerciſe will 


infinitely ſurpaſs in ſweetneſs all ſports and paſ- 


times, all the treaſures and glories of this world, 
all the delights of the ſons of men; for it is the 
delight of the ſons of God; it is heaven on 

earth, heaven-on this ſide heaven, and will un- 
doubtedly convey you at laſt into the Heaven of 
© Heavens, there to be filled with joy, — and 


glory, for ever more,” 
4 1 
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Page 15, note, for Beez, read Beza, 


—— 16, line 1, for ov, read ou. 
— 25 note, for Y read IN) ; 
— 42; note, for :Zxynoalo, read Emmers. 


64, line 16, for e'er, read ere. 


— $6, line 9, for It is, read Is it. 
—— 56, note, for TeooPigrrar, read gor 
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